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The Everlasting Covenant

ost of those who receive this
newsd etter will recognizethat
we have been strong advo-

M

cates of theteachings of E.J. Waggoner
and in fact, at one point | was almost
willing to unconditionally stand by all
that Waggoner taught. However, astime
has passed | have obtained amore com-

prehensive understanding of
Waggoner’steachingsand | have come
to realize that while | am in agreement
with him in his emphasis that Christ
aloneisour righteousness, | haveto se-
rioudy disagreewith him on some other,
very significant points. | know thatitis
no light matter to disagree with E.J.
Waggoner and that in the eyes of some,
thisistantamount to apostasy, but hon-
esty and loyalty to thetruth of the Bible
compels meto take that course. Thisis
particularly true with respect to
Waggoner’s understanding of the Two
Covenants.

David Clayton

WHAT ISA COVENANT?
First of all, we need to understand what
acovenant is. The common understand-
ing isthat a covenant is an “agreement
between two parties.” However thisis

i Where the first problem arises. If we

limit our understanding of God’s Cov-
enant to this definition then we end up
with afaulty understanding. This defi-
nitionislimited and doesnot fit the de-
scriptions given in the Bible of God's
covenants. In Galatians and the book
of Hebrews the apostle Paul makes it
very clear that God's eternal covenant
with Hispeopleisboth apromise (Gal.
3:16,17) aswell asawill, or testament
(Heb. 9:17). The idea that it is “an
agreement between two parties’ does
not fit in these cases because here, God
presents His covenant as a one-sided
commitment such aswefindinaprom-
ise, or in someone's last will and testa-
ment.

The truth is that God's covenant with
His people is much better understood
asthe means by which God establishes
arelationship with His people. Some-
times arelationship is defined and es-
tablished by the commitments of two
parties, but in the case of God's cov-
enants, it is clear that they do not al-
ways depend on the commitment of
both parties. This is especialy true of
the everlasting covenant.

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT

The everlasting covenant is the only
covenant by which God will save man.
Inthis, Waggoner and | areinfull agree-
ment. We both believe that this covenant
wasinstituted in the beginning, fromthe
moment that man sinned and that it will
continueinto eternity. Wefind the con-
cept of the covenant in God'swordsto

the serpent in Genesis 3:15:

And | will put enmity between thee
and the woman, and between thy
seed and her seed; it shall bruise
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his
heel. (Gen 3:15)

Notice that in this statement the cov-
enant is expressed as a promise. God
promisesto do somethingin thefuture.
Hewill send a Seed who will bruisethe
serpent’s head. This was not yet a re-
ality at the time the promise was made.

However, Waggoner believed that this
covenant wasnot only instituted, but ac-
tualy implemented from the very be-
ginning when man first sinned. He be-
lieved that everything which is to be
made available to God's people by
means of the everlasting covenant was
fully available from the moment that
man sinned in the Garden of Eden. All
the benefits made available by Christ,
were aready oursfrom the very begin-
ning. Waggoner believed this on the
basisof Rev. 13:8 which saysthat Jesus
was “the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of theworld.”

ONE COVENANT —TWO PHASES

Thisisthefirst place where | disagree
with Waggoner and those who build on
histeachings. | believe that this under-
standing is contrary to what Scripture
teaches. Whilethe everlasting covenant
has always been God's way of saving
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humanity, the implementation of that
covenant has been a progressive pro-
cess. It was not al done at the begin-
ning when it wasinstituted. First there
was the period when it was promised.
Men then lived in hope of something
which was to come, but which they
could not experiencein apractica way,
because the elements of that covenant
were not yet in place. The covenant
was established only when Jesus ar-
rived and from that point the benefits
of the covenant have been available to
humanity.

| will here quote a few Scriptures to
demonstrate what | mean:

For where a testament is, there
must also of necessity be the death
of the testator. For a testament is
of force after men are dead: oth-
erwise it is of no strength at all
while the testator liveth. (Heb
9:16-17)

Where atestament exists, the one who
makesthat testament (or will) must die
before it can be effective. This is the
passagein which God'severlasting cov-
enant is declared to be a will, and we
aretold clearly that it was of no force,
it was not effective while the one who
madeit wasalive. In other words, Jesus
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needed to die before His covenant could
beimplemented. Thisisin direct oppo-
sition to Waggoner'sbelief that the cov-
enant was in full force from the foun-
dation of theworld.

The versein Revelation 13:8 does say
that Jesus was “slain from the founda-
tion of theworld, ” but every intelligent
person knows that Jesus was not slain
until AD 31. Hewas PROMISED from
the foundation of the world. He was
under sentence of death from that time,
this is what the verse means. On the
basis of the promise, man received a
probationary life and looked forward to
the coming of the Messiah, but many
of the benefits which are a part of the
everlasting covenant were not available
until Jesus actually became a human
being. Those benefitsareaninseparable
part of the victorious life which Jesus
provided AFTER He conguered sin as
aman. They never existed before Jesus
came. So from thefall of man until the
incarnation of Christ, God’s people had
faith in the Messiah who was to come.
The covenant was promised, but not
established. It was the same everlast-
ing covenant, but at one stage it was
only a promise, while after AD 31, it
became reality.

The ministry of Jesus on behalf of the
human race centers around the sanctu-
ary. Asthe Psalmist says, “Thy way, O
God, isin the sanctuary (Ps. 77:13).”
This sanctuary ministry of Jesusisthe
means by which the benefits obtained
by Christ are imparted to the human
race. Thisisavital point to remember.
When Jesuslived here on thisearth and
died and was resurrected, all that He
did was only done in one person; that
person was Jesus Christ. However, af-
ter Jesus returned to heaven He began
Hisministry asour High Priest and the
only reasonfor thishigh priestly minis-
try is that through this ministry, Jesus
takes the benefits of the life which He
lived, and actually imparts that life to
Hispeople. Let merepeat that: Theonly
reason for the High Priestly ministry of
Jesus Christ is so that He can impart
the benefits of His own victorious life
which He worked out as aman, to His
people here on earth.

However, the Bibleteachesvery clearly
that Jesusdid not haveaministry inthe

heavenly sanctuary until AFTERHehad
died and was resurrected.

For every high priest is ordained
to offer gifts and sacrifices:
whereforeit is of necessity that this
man have somewhat also to offer.
(Heb 8:3).

Notice, He was not a high priest until
He had something to offer. What is it
that the priest had to offer in the sanc-
tuary? It was blood and Jesus had none
to offer before AD 31 when He shed
His own. Therefore the idea that Jesus
was High Priest even before He came
to earth is contrary to the teachings of
the word of God. | am not quite sure
whereWaggoner stood on thispoint, but
I know that many of thosewho embrace
his teachings believe that even during
Old Testament times Jesuswas already
Priest in the heavenly sanctuary.

But now hath he obtained a more
excellent ministry, by how much
also he is the mediator of a better
covenant, which was established
upon better promises. (Heb 8:6).

Take note of the word, “now.” The
apostle states that Jesus obtained this
more excellent ministry, “now.” During
the time period in which the book of
Hebrews was written. Not at the foun-
dation of theworld, but after the period
of the incarnation, death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus Christ. It was at that time
that Jesus obtained this “more excel-
lent ministry,” of the everlasting cov-
enant.

The Holy Ghost this signifying,
that the way into the holiest of all
was not yet made manifest, while
as the first tabernacle was yet
standing: (Heb 9:8).

This statement is even more clear. If
we read the passage in context we will
see that Paul is saying that as long as
the first, or the earthly tabernacle was
till being used by God'speople, theway
of entry into the heavenly tabernacle
was not yet available. In other words,
the two tabernacles were not intended
to co-exist, but they were intended to
be sequential with one following after
the other. The earthly tabernacle was
anillustration of aFUTURE redlity, not
an illustration of a reality which was
present while the earthly was being



used. Not at all. It was a symbol of
something to come.

And for this cause he is the me-
diator of the new testament, that
by means of death, for the re-
demption of the transgressions
that were under the first testament,
they which are called might re-
ceive the promise of eternal inher-
itance. (Heb 9:15)

Read this verse carefully. It says that
thetransgressionswhich were under the
first testament (the ol d testament times)
were not “redeemed” or cancelled un-
til Jesus died! In other words, nobody
was really saved until Jesus died, so
nobody who lived before Christ had
salvationinthetrue sense. All they had
was a promise, while those who live
after the cross do indeed possess sal-
vation the moment they accept Christ.
Thisis not just a matter of semantics.
Paul saysagain,

And if Christ be not raised, your
faith is vain; ye are yet in your
sins. Then they also which are
fallen asleep in Christ are per-
ished. (1Cor 15:17-18)

So those who lived in the former age,
livedin hope, not inredlity. If Christ had
not died and been resurrected, they
would have been “yet in (their) sins.”
The promise was not the reality, there
isadifference and the next verse shows
us in a very practical way how this
makes a difference in the experience
of those who live in the two ages (be-
fore and after Christ).

Wherefore in all things it behoved
him to be made like unto his breth-
ren, that he might be a merciful
and faithful high priest in things
pertaining to God, to make rec-
onciliation for the sins of the
people. For in that he himself hath
suffered being tempted, he is able
to succour them that are tempted.
(Heb 2:17-18).

Thisisavery challenging passage, but
we cannot avoid its meaning. It says
that JesusisABLE to help and deliver
(succor) those who are tempted BE-
CAUSE He has aso passed through
the same experience as them. In fact
the verse goes even further than that; it
says that “it behoved him” or it was a

vital necessity for Him to become one
of usin order that He might be ableto
be merciful and faithful in being our
High Priest. We cannot avoid theimpli-
cation that if He had not lived asaman
and suffered temptation as aman, then
He would not have been able to be our
High Priest. He would not have been
able to succor or help those who are
tempted.

Certainly this means that before Jesus
became man, during thetime of the Old
Testament He was not qualified to be
High Priest and certainly had never suf-
fered temptation, and therefore was not
ableto succor those who weretempted.
We may not like this conclusion, but if
we disagree we must blame the author
of the book of Hebrews and accuse him
of false teachings. We cannot honestly
say that thisis not what he teaches.

So to recap, Waggoner believesthat the
Everlasting Covenant has always been
available with al its benefits from the
beginning and it remainsthat way with
no change into eternity. | disagree and
believe that the Everlasting Covenant
passed through two very distinct and
different phases; the first phase when
it was PROMISED but not yet a real-
ity, and the second phase when it was
fulfilled and promise becameredlity. In
all cases, men could only be saved
through the everlasting covenant, but
while those who live after the cross do
possess and experience that salvation,
and in fact do possess in themselves
eternal life, those who lived before
Christ did not actually possess it, but
lived in hope and expectation of receiv-
ingitinthefuture.

THE PROMISES TO ABRAHAM

Inthebook of Galatiansthe apostle Paul
speaks of the everlasting covenant in
connection with a promise God made
to Abraham, but he does not actually
use the word, “covenant,” instead he
refersto it as “the gospel”. He says,

And the scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the heathen
through faith, preached before the
gospel unto Abraham, saying, In
thee shall all nations be blessed.
(Gal 3:8)

Paul was actually referring to the prom-
isemadein Genesis22:15-18

And the angel of the LORD called
unto Abraham out of heaven the
second time, And said, By myself
have | sworn, saith the LORD, for
because thou hast done this
thing, and hast not withheld thy
son, thine only son: That in bless-
ing | will bless thee, and in multi-
plying | will multiply thy seed as
the stars of the heaven, and as the
sand which is upon the sea shore;
and thy seed shall possess the gate
of his enemies; And in thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth
be blessed; because thou hast
obeyed my voice. (Gen 22:15-18)

Here, God repeated the promise made
to Eve in the garden and informed
Abraham that because of his faith and
hisfaithfulness, hewasgoingto beprivi-
leged to be the person from whoseline
this promised Saviour would come.
Again, it was a promise of the estab-
lishment of the Everlasting Covenant.
It was not the actual establishing of it,
because such a thing was not possible
until the Seed should arrive. Everything
involved in this covenant depended on
the coming Seed, so there was no pos-
sibility that it should have beenin effect
before He arrived.

L et usnotethat God made severa prom-
ises to Abraham and God referred to
morethan one of these asa*“ covenant.”
Among other things He promised that
Abraham’s descendants would be like
the stars of heaven for multitude (Gen.
15:5). Healso promised to give theland
of Canaan to the descendants of
Abraham for an* everlasting possession
(Gen. 15:13-18; Gen. 17:4-8). Asaseal
of this covenant between Himself and
Abraham God gave him the sign of cir-
cumcision (Gen. 17:8-13). However, we
should not confuse these promiseswith
the everlasting covenant. Although
Abraham was included in the line of
thosethrough whom the everlasting cov-
enant would be established, we should
remember that the covenant is “ever-
lasting.” It existed before Abraham and
wasindependent of Abraham, therefore
the promises made which applied spe-
cifically to him and to his descendants
could never beregarded asbeing apart
of God'seternal covenant. So the prom-
isesthat Abraham’s descendantswould
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inherit the land of Canaan must be re-
garded as being a covenant peculiar
to God and Abraham’s family, and not
apart of the everlasting, universal cov-
enant. That eternal covenant involved
the Seed of Abraham (singular) which
isexclusively Jesus Christ.

The blessings of the everlasting cov-
enant are not focused on theinheritance
of land, it is not about real estate. Re-
member that this covenant was insti-
tuted in Eden when there was no
Abraham, no land of Canaan. Theonly
issue then was the great barrier which
had arisen between God and man which
resulted in the domininon of sin and
Satan and the loss of eternal life. This
is what the everlasting covenant deals
with, it is not about the inheritance of
physical property.

Paul emphasizes that it is focused on
spiritual blessingswhichthosewho are
in Christ already receive today. Notice
what he focuses on when he speaks of
the covenant inherited through the Seed
of Abraham:

That the blessing of Abraham
might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ; that we
might receive the promise of the
Spirit through faith. (Gal 3:14)

Do you see the emphasis? The bless-
ing of Abraham (the covenant in the
Seed) isthe inheritance of the Spirit! It
istheinheriting of thelifeof Christ! This
is the everlasting covenant and thisis
God' sway of undoing the damage done
at the beginning when man was alien-
ated from God. Again Paul emphasizes
that the covenant is Christ and Christ
aone

Blessed be the God and Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath
blessed us with all spiritual bless-
ings in heavenly places in Christ:
According as he hath chosen us
in him before the foundation of the
world, that we should be holy and
without blame before him in love:
Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will, To the
praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted
in the beloved. (Eph 1:3-6)

Open Face

Jesus Christ is the fulfillment of the
promise of the everlasting covenant. He
Himself is God's covenant, God's way
of reconciling man to Himself.

MOUNT SINAI

430 years after renewing the promise
to Abraham, God instituted something
which has been a source of great mis-
understanding and much controversy
over the ages. God ingtituted the sys-
tem of the law. The system of the law
isvery significant and cannot be over-
looked becauseit hasavery prominent
placein God'splansfor Hispeople and
it appears everywhere in the Bible.

It is important to understand that the
system of the law is regarded in the
Bible asacompl ete system. Some com-
mentatorsliketo dividethelaw into sec-
tions and to view the different parts
separately (for example, moral and cer-
emonial, civil, health etc.). Dividing up
thelaw likethis can be helpful at times,
but itisimportant to understand first of
all that the law was asingle SY STEM
by which arelationship was established
between God and the people. Theterm,
“the law” most often refers to every-
thing which was given at Mount Sinai.
God gave the Israglites a comprehen-
sive system of government which was
adefinition of how they shouldrelateto
Him and He to them.

Therefore the system of the law is re-
ferred to as a “covenant,” a means by
which a relationship was established
between God and Israel. Thisis very
clearly taught in the Scriptures. The Ten
Commandments which were at the
heart of the system are referred to as
“the covenant” in several places:

And the LORD said unto Moses,
Write thou these words: for after
the tenor of these words | have
made a covenant with thee and
with Israel. And he was there with
the LORD forty days and forty
nights; he did neither eat bread,
nor drink water. And he wrote
upon the tables the words of the
covenant, the ten commandments.
(Exod 34:27-28)

If we read the chapter we will see that
God gave Moses other rulesbesidesthe
ten commandments. These are the
words which God told Moses to write,

however, God Himself wrote the Ten
Commandments. We see therefore that
the covenant involved more than sim-
ply theten commandments, but included
al the commandmentswhich God gave
to Isradl.

At this point an intelligent person will
ask the question, “why did God make
this covenant with Israel? Didn't He
aready have the everlasting covenant
in place as the perfect means of estab-
lishing a relationship with mankind?
Woasnot all theworld awaiting the com-
ing of the Seed, the onewho would ful-
fill the covenant? Isnot the everlasting
covenant the true relationship which
God wants to have and will have with
His people? Why then this covenant of
the law, acovenant based upon subjec-
tion to a system of rules, ceremonies,
rituals, rather than union with God
through His Son?’ The apostle Paul
follows this same exact line of reason-
ing and answers the question for us:

Now to Abraham and his seed
were the promises made. He saith
not, And to seeds, as of many; but
as of one, And to thy seed, which
is Christ. And this | say, that the
covenant, that was confirmed be-
fore of God in Christ, the law,
which was four hundred and
thirty years after, cannot disan-
nul, that it should make the prom-
ise of none effect. For if the in-
heritance be of the law, it is no
more of promise: but God gave it
to Abraham by promise. Where-
fore then serveth the law? It was
added because of transgressions,
till the seed should come to whom
the promise was made; and it was
ordained by angels in the hand of
a mediator. (Gal 3:16-19)

Paul saysthat the law was* added” until
the arrival of Abraham’s Seed (Christ).
In other words, God has only one an-
swer for the world, there is only one
means by which God will establish a
relationship with His people and it is
Christ, Christ ALONE! Thereis no
other way! The system of the law is
not another way and was never intended
by God to be another way. So why did
God introduce the system of the law?
Why did He “add” the law when the
perfect plan (Christ) was already in



place? Paul explains that it was added
because of transgressions. In other
words, because the answer to the sins
of men (Christ) had not yet arrived,
therewasneed to find away of restrain-
ing sin amongt God's people until the
perfect way arrived. So God gave the
law to:

a. Restrain the effects of sin until the
solution arrived.

b. Help men to understand the nature
of sin.

c. Teach men of the great dangers of
san

d. Teach men that therewasasolution
tosin.

e. To educate, discipline and control a
group of people so they could pro-
vide the right environment for the
arrival of the Seed.

This was the purpose of the system of
law. Thisiswhy God gavethelaw, this
iswhy He“added” it to the plan which
was aready in place and which was
already perfect. It was a stop-gap, a
temporary measureput in placeto main-
tain a certain level of order and disci-
pline, to teach certain vital lessons in
preparation for the coming of the Mes-
siah.
When the Messiah arrived this system
would no longer be necessary, the par-
tial would give way to the perfect, the
temporary to the permanent, the
shadow to the redlity. In Christ men
would understand what sinreally is, so
they would not need partial definitions,
they would understand the dangers of
sin, so would not need to be threatened
with stonings and executions in order
to serve God, they would possess the
perfect answer to sin in the spirit of
Christ, sowould need no ritualistic cer-
emonies to ritually cleanse them from
impurity.
THE COVENANT FULFILLED

Let it be said again; Jesus Christ is
God's everlasting covenant. He is the
definition of therelationship which God
wants to have and will have with His
people. God declared this through the
prophet | saiah:

| the LORD have called thee in

righteousness, and will hold thine

hand, and will keep thee, and give
thee for a covenant of the people,
for a light of the Gentiles; (Isaiah
42:6)

Remember our definition of “ covenant;”
not necessarily an agreement between
two parties, but more accurately, the
terms of a relationship. In the garden
of Eden, man became alienated from
God. Hisrelationship with his Creator
was broken. Many of us have misun-
derstood the true nature of the problem
becausewethink it wasall about bresk-
ing a certain rule. But the rule was of
secondary importance, God was not too
concerned about losing a fruit! Many
have become confused and embroiled
in legalism because they think it was
about the law. If the broken law was
theissue, then the solution must be that
we keep the law! Thisiswhy so many
set out to fix the problem between them
and God by keeping the law. A hope-
less endeavor which producesonly frus-
trated, empty, pharisaicd religion.

But the real issue was a broken rela-
tionship where man had come to fear
and distrust God. It was not the taking
of the fruit which wasthe problem, but
the self-seeking, self-oriented lifewhich
Adam and Eve had adopted which did
not trust God. We can demonstrate the
truth of this by asking a simple ques-
tion: If Adam and Eve had believed the
serpent, but had not actually taken the
fruit, would there have been aproblem?
The answer is obvious, of course the
problem would have been there! The
real issue was arelationship broken by
man’sdistrust of God and the new, salf-
centered nature which had resulted from
histurning from God. Thiswasthe praob-
lem which God had to fix and Hisprom-
isewasthat Hewouldfix it through the
Seed of the woman, through His Son,
the One who is Himsealf, God's ever-
lasting covenant! Through Jesus He
would restore the relationship between
Himself and humanity. That is exactly
what He did through Jesus.

And all things are of God, who
hath reconciled us to himself by
Jesus Christ, and hath given to us
the ministry of reconciliation; To
wit, that God was in Christ, rec-
onciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto

them; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation. (2
Corinthians 5:18-19)

Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus
Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will, To the
praise of the glory of his grace,
wherein he hath made us accepted
in the beloved. (Ephesians 1:5-
6)
Let us read these passages again care-
fully and consider the marvelous gift
that God hasgiven to usin the new cov-
enant. It has nothing to do with what
we have done, what we do, or what we
cando. Itisall about what God did for
usinHis Son. Hereconciled usto Him-
self by the death of His Son, He has
made us accepted in the beloved Son.
Thereisno requirement of anything on
our part, no rules that we must obey,
not laws that must be followed. All He
asksisthat we believe thetruth, that is
al!

The question may be asked, “are you
saying that under the New Covenant
we do not need to live by any standard
of right or wrong? Are you saying that
we can do as much evil as we choose
and it does not matter?” The question
isinteresting and it is understandable,
but the question itself demonstratesig-
norance of what the new covenant re-
alyis. Thetruthisthat our understand-
ing of what God has done for man
through Jesus Christ is far too limited.
Many of us understand that Jesus died
to “pay a price for our sins,” and that
this is where the gift of Christ stops.
Thisisavery false idea. Jesus did not
merely die to redeem our sins, but He
gives His own life to all who will be-
lieve in Him and receive Him. Both
Ezekiel and Jeremiah spoke of thiscom-
ing fulfillment of the everlasting cov-
enant. Jeremiah referred to it as the
“New Covenant,” but look at the em-
phasis of both these prophets:

But this shall be the covenant that
| will make with the house of Is-
rael; After those days, saith the
LORD, | will put my law in their
inward parts, and write it in their
hearts; and will be their God, and
they shall be my people. And they
shall teach no more every man his

September 2014



neighbour, and every man his
brother, saying, Know the LORD:
for they shall all know me, from
the least of them unto the greatest
of them, saith the LORD: for | will
forgive their iniquity, and | will
remember their sin no more.
(Jeremiah 31:33-34)

A new heart also will | give you,
and a new spirit will | put within
you: and | will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and | will
give you an heart of flesh. And |
will put my spirit within you, and
cause you to walk in my statutes,
and ye shall keep my judgments,
and do them. (Ezekiel 36:26-27)

Do you see the point? Neither of them
speak of what man will do, or what man
must do as a part of the covenant. In
both casesit isall about what God will
do. It is entirely about the promise of
God. God says*”| will put my law intheir
inward partsand writeit intheir hearts.”
Hesays, | will put my spirit withinyou
and cause you to walk in my statutes
... Itisnot about God's people“ keep-
ing” the laws or “obeying” the com-
mandments. It isall about God accom-
plishing achangein His peoplewhich
is so revolutionary, so drastic that the
end result will be that they will natu-
rally walk in harmony with God'swill.
It will not be laws or rules which pro-
duce God'swill inthem, but theimpart-
ing of anew nature by the spirit of God.

Now remember that the spirit of God
comes to us in the New Covenant as
the Comforter, asthe spirit of thevicto-
rious, resurrected Christ living in His
people. Itis” Christinyou,” which pro-
ducesthislifewhichisin harmony with
God, therefore Christ Himself is the
new covenant or the everlasting cov-
enant! Christ Himself is the definition
of the new relationship with God. God
accepts us because of Christ and for
no other reason. Jesus Himself stated

itvery plainly:
Jesus saith unto him, I am the way,
the truth, and the life: no man
cometh unto the Father, but by me.
(John 14:6)

Nevertheless | tell you the truth;
It is expedient for you that | go
away: for if I go not away, the
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Comforter will not come unto you;
but if | depart, | will send him unto
you. And when he is come, he will
reprove the world of sin, and of
righteousness, and of judgment:
Of sin, because they believe not
on me; Of righteousness, because
| go to my Father, and ye see me
no more; Of judgment, because
the prince of this world is judged.
(John 16:7-11)

Noticethe significance of Jesuswords.
In the new covenant, the great replace-
ment for thelaw would bethe holy spirit,
the Comforter, the onein fact who was
theinvisible presence of Christ Himsalf.
Instead of the law, it would be the holy
spirit who would convict men of sin —
and notice the definition of sin - “be-
cause they believe not on me.” Righ-
teousness would not be understood to
be related to a set of rules, but would
be understood as being related to our
faithin Christ. In Christ they would pos-
sess the very nature and character of
God Himsdlf, the very righteousness of
God, therefore they would not need to
be focused on ten rules in order to un-
derstand morality. They would possess
this morality in themselves, implanted
by the holy sprit.

A BRAND-NEW EXPERIENCE

Now we can begin to understand why
the coming of Jesuswas such arevolu-
tionary event. It was the event of the
ages, it was the moment in time when
the history and the experience of the
human race was changed forever.

The greatest tragedy isthat many of us
regard what Jesus did in the incarna-
tion as smply the fulfilling of alegal
obligation. This is one of the greatest
falsedoctrinesof al. It isbelieved that
Jesus had to die to satisfy the demands
of thelaw, or to satisfy the requirements
of God as alegal requirement. Thisis
all. So the emphasisin many religious
circlesison being legally accepted by
God. They do not seethelife, death and
resurrection of Christ as having any
practical impact on their lives at al.
As far as they are concerned, the reli-
giousexperienceisthis:

“Christdiedfor my sinssothat | can be
forgiven. If | accept this forgiveness
God will give me a clean date. Now,

with His help | must go and keep that
record clean. | must endeavor to keep
thelaw and by thismeanskeep my clean
record.”

Jesus Christ cameto this planet to give
uslife, and thisdoesnot simply meanto
say that Hecameto give usalegal right
to be saved one day. No no, not at all.
Jesus came to impart something ex-
traordinary to our existence here and
now, today! Look at these incredible
promises and try to understand them.

The thief cometh not, but for to
steal, and to kill, and to destroy: |
am come that they might have life,
and that they might have it more
abundantly. (John 10:10)

I will not leave you comfortless: |
will come to you. Yet a little while,
and the world seeth me no more;
but ye see me: because I live, ye
shall live also. At that day ye shall
know that | am in my Father, and
ye in me, and | in you. (John
14:18-20)

Do we understand these amazing prom-
ises? Are these merely promises of the
fulfillment of alegal requirement? Jesus
said, “I camethat they might havelife!”
Why would He cometo give us some-
thing which we already possessed?
Clearly, the human racedid not yet pos-
sess thislife, but Jesus came to impart
this life to us. So He says to His dis-
ciples, “you will see me again, and at
that day, because | live, because | am
aive, youwill liveaso.” Amazing! This
indicatesthat the disciplesdid not have
lifeand would not haveit until that day
of which Jesus spoke (the day of Pen-
tecost). Notice the rest of His words:
On that day they would discover that
Hewasin the Father, the Father wasin
Him and He was in them. Jesus was
speaking of the coming of theholy spirit,
theindwelling Comforter whichwasHe
Himself, coming back at Pentecost to
live within His people. This is the
means by which they would possessthis
life, this more abundant life. It wasin
reality, Christ Himself, the victorious,
resurrected Christ coming to live His
own lifeinthem! Thisisthe New Cov-
enant! Can we not see the incredible
wonder and beauty of this truth? This
is exactly what Jesus was referring to
when He spoke the following words:
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In the last day, that great day of
the feast, Jesus stood and cried,
saying, If any man thirst, let him
come unto me, and drink. He that
believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said, out of his belly shall
flow riversof living water. (But this
spake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him should re-
ceive: for the Holy Ghost was not
yet given; because that Jesus was
not yet glorified.) (John 7:37-39)

“The holy spirit was not yet given be-
cause that Jesus was not glorified.” It
ispopularly believed that the holy spirit
spoken of here, was aways available
to God' s peopl e from the foundation of
theworld. But the Scriptureistoo plain
to be misunderstood. Whatever is be-
ing spoken of here, was not available
until Jesus was glorified. It was never
available before. This manifestation of
the holy spirit is the same as the Com-
forter which Jesus promised to send.
Speaking of this Comforter Jesus said,
“l will send you another comforter.”
This Comforter was someone who had
never been present before and who
would only come after Jesus returned
to heaven and sent Him. Thisisthesame

as this holy ghost which was not yet
given because Jesus was not yet glori-
fied.

You see, this Comforter wasnot simply
the spirit of God asit had always been
manifested during old testament times,
not at all. This Comforter was a brand-
new entity which had never existed
before. In actual fact this Comforter
was a Being who was both divine and
human at the same time. It was a per-
sonwho had suffered temptations, who
had been persecuted, who had experi-
enced al thetrialsof humanity and who
understood by personal experience, ex-
actly what men must go through. This
comforter was Jesus Christ Himself as
He plainly stated (John 14:18). When
Jesus died on the cross, this was the
first timein the history of the universe
that such a Comforter had ever existed;
a divine/human person who had suf-
fered all the trials common to human-
ity. Thisisthe person who was exalted
to theright hand of God, who was glo-
rified on the day of Pentecost and by
means of this glorification with the
Father’s own life and power, was able
to return to His people as alife-giving
spirit (1 Cor. 15:45; Eph. 4:10), thus

imparting thislife which He had prom-
ised them. It was then that the proph-
ecy was fulfilled that living waters
would flow from the bellies of those
who believed on Christ.

This is the living readlity of the New
Covenant. Thereality of theliving Son
of God who became one of us, living
Hisownvictoriouslifeinus, being Him-
self, the New Covenant, the new rela-
tionship between God and men! Itisnot
about legal transactions, it is about the
transfer of life. Itisabout obtaining life
and having it more abundantly. Itisnot
merely about the blotting out of records
from books, it is about living waters
flowing out of the belly, and experienc-
ing heaven on earth, here, now today.
Thosewho enter into this new covenant
experience do indeed have the laws of
God written in their hearts and minds.
That law istheliving law, Jesus Christ
Himself! There could never be amore
perfect fulfillment of that promise. How
wonderful it isl May God help us to
believeit.

CTEDLRUIEITTY

Dead ToTheLaw

DEADTO SIN

“What shall we say then? Shall we
continue in sin, that grace may
abound? God forbid. How shall
we, that are dead to sin, live any
longer therein?” (Romans 6:1-2)
What does it mean to be DEAD TO
SIN? The evident meaning is that we
are at aplace where we do not respond
to sin. Just as a dead person cannot be

induced to respond to the attractions of
life, so, adead person cannot beinduced
to commit sin. This is Paul’s point in
these verses and he makes sure that
we understand afew verses later when
he says,
“Knowing this, that our old man
is crucified with him, that the
body of sin might be destroyed,
that henceforth we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is
freed from sin.” (Romans 6:6-7)

Soinorder to befreefromsin, weneed
to be dead to sin. Thisis Paul’s point;
when oneisdead to sin, then the prob-
lem of sinis at an end. God provided
this death in Christ and when by faith
our lifeisunited tothelifeof Christ, we
are “crucified with Christ,” and in His
death we find freedom from sin.

“Who his own self bare our sins
in his own body on the tree, that
we, being dead to sins, should live
unto righteousness: by whose
stripes ye were healed.” (1 Peter
2:24)

So it is easy to understand what the

phrase, “dead to sin,” means. Thereis

no way that we can misunderstand its
meaning.

DEAD TO THE LAW
However in another place we see the
same exact phrase being used, but one
word isreplaced:

“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also
are become dead to the law by the
body of Christ; that ye should be
married to another, even to him
who is raised from the dead, that
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we should bring forth fruit unto
God.” (Romans 7:4)

This time it says we are DEAD TO
THE LAW. In the verses mentioned
before it said, DEAD TO SIN. The
word “SIN” is replaced by the word,
“LAW.” Now let us be consistent. If
being dead to sin meansthat we do not
respond to sin, then what does it mean
to be dead to thelaw? Obvioudy it must
mean that we are not RESPONSIVE
to the law. It does not mean that the
law isabolished, just as my being dead
to sin does not mean that sin no longer
exists. It just means that asfar as| am
concerned, there is no response to sin.
In the same way, as far as the law is
concerned, there is no response in me
to the law. | am dead to the law.

This statement is sure to cause outrage
among some, but at the sametime, there
isno way to escape the simple biblical
truth. Everything becomes clear when
we understand that what this meansis
that we are no longer UNDER THE
LAW. We are no longer governed by
the law, that system of government is
no longer the way by which God gov-
erns His people. Our reason for behav-
ior is not the law, we do not respond to
the law. Paul putsit thisway:

“ All things are lawful unto me, but
all things are not expedient: all
things are lawful for me, but | will
not be brought under the power
of any.” (1 Corinthians 6:12)

Canwe seewhat heissaying?His point
isthat the law cannot forbid him to do
anything because he is no longer gov-
erned by the law. He says, “all things
are lawful for mel” Therefore, as far
asthelaw is concerned he can do any-
thing or all things, because the law is
no longer our governor. Thisiscompa:
rable to a son or a daughter who has
left homeand isno longer under theju-
risdiction of the parents. Mother and
father can no longer dictate what this
person must do, his behavior isnot be-
cause of what his parents command.
Heisnow freefrom that system of gov-
ernment. But does Paul take advantage
of thisfreedom? Not at all. He says, “|
will not be brought under the power of
any.” Heis controlled and directed by
the spirit of God. This is a far higher
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rule than the law. The governor dwell-
ing within, the holy spirit, will not alow
him to become a slave to what is not
good so he says, “| will not be brought
under the power of any.”

So isthe law bad? Is the law sin? Not
a al. God did not give the Israelites
something to govern their behavior
which was not good. But the govern-
ment of the law did not produce righ-
teousness, it did not make anything per-
fect, therefore that SYSTEM of gov-
ernment could never produce good
people and it could never fulfill the de-
sires of God's heart.

“Is the law then against the prom-
ises of God? God forbid: for if
there had been a law given which
could have given life, verily righ-
teousness should have been by the
law.” (Galatians 3:21)

For the law made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by the which we draw
nigh unto God. (Hebrews 7:19)

Thisiswhy that system of government
had to change. Thisiswhy, infact, God
had never intended that it should be a
permanent system. The Bible teaches
clearly that it wasonly atemporary sys-
tem put in place to govern the people
until the coming of God’s perfect sys-
tem of government.

“ Wherefore then serveth the law?
It was added because of trans-
gressions, till the seed should
come to whom the promise was
made; and it was ordained by an-
gels in the hand of a mediator.”
(Galatians 3:19)

That system of the law ended with the
coming of Christ. When Christ returned
as the Comforter on the day of Pente-
cost to dwell in God's true Israel for-
ever, thiswasthefulfillment of the new
covenant. This was the implementing
of God's new system of government,
the government of the new heart, the
government of the new creation, the
government of the spirit rather than the
law.

Sojust asChrist now livesalifewholly
dedicated unto God which is not gov-
erned by rules, but by the principles of
a pure and righteous nature, so those

who partake of His very life are gov-
erned by the same principle. Sowe are
delivered from the law (the system of
the law). We are dead to the law (we
no longer live our lives under its con-
trol). Our focusistheliving Christ liv-
ing withinus, thisisour reality and this
ishow our livesare directed and lived.

DOES IT WORK?

Thosewho do not know Christ will say,
“it is not possible to live like that, we
must have rules or else there will be
chaos.” Thisis because we know only
the ways of the world, not the ways of
the spirit. Intheworld, dealing with car-
nal people, it istrue that we must have
rules. Carnal people must be controlled
by rules, enforced by strict pendlties. Is
this God's perfect way? Is God'’s per-
fect ruleasystem where He says, “ obey
or be punished?’ Sadly, thisisthe way
in many “Christian” churches, sadly it
isthe only way that somewho claim to
be Christians know. They see no possi-
bility of serving God without therules.
Thisisbecause Christisnot areality to
them, they do not really know what itis
to have Christ, asalivingredlity, living
within. But thetruth is, the government
of thelaw wasnever God' s perfect plan
for humanity. That is the way to treat
carnal people, that is the way to treat
slaves, but it is not the way that God
governs the sons of the kingdom.

God's perfect way is the way of the
new creation. By putting His spirit in
us, He Himself produces what He
wants. He does not command us to do,
but rather, He creates in us the condi-
tions which produce what He desires.
Thisis asystem of government which
is perfect, this system produces what
God wants because it is He Himself
through His Son producing the goods.
Thisisthenew covenant and thisiswhat
we receive in Christ.

May God help usto understand. Those
who continue to embrace the way of
the law will never produce anything
more than the righteousness of the law,
nothing better than what the Scribesand
Pharisees had. Thetragedy isthat such
persons always tend to believe that
what they have is good enough.

TERLSGUETT



ChrigintheL aw.

In one of my recent sermons | stated
that, “the greatest enemy of righteous-
ness by faith is the law,” One sister
asked meto explain more clearly what
| meant by that statement, particularly
inlight of thefact that Ellen White coun-
seled that we must “ preach Christ in
the law,” rather than preach against
the law. | want to share my responseto
that question since | believe there are
others who might have the same ques-
tioninmind.

When | said that “the greatest enemy
of righteousness by faith isthe law,” |
was making a comment based on the
major conflictswhich haveariseninthe
Christian Church over the ages. What
| was stating was ahistorical fact. This
was the conflict which almost split the
Adventist Church in 1888, but it was
just arepetition of what happened when
Christ was here on earth and also dur-
ing thetimes of the apostolic church. It
was aconflict which might be aptly de-
scribed as* Christ versus the law.” But
let me explain what | mean when | talk
about “The Law.”

First of al there are the two great con-
cepts of the law:

a. The Letter of the Law
b. The Spirit of the Law.

Theletter of the law refersto the com-
mandments given to Moses on Mount
Sinai, it refers to what was written. |
am not referring specifically to the 10
commandments, but to all thecommand-
ments, everything which came on
Mount Sinai. On the other hand, the
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spirit of the law refers to
the principles behind
those laws and which are
really the principlesfound
in the nature of God Him-
self.

| believethat God does not
govern His people today
by theletter of thelaw and
| believe that the letter
leadsto alegalistic, hope-
less religious experience
, which is dishonouring to
' God. This “letter of the

law,” refersto everything
which was given on Mount Sinai. This
includes the 10 commandments. This,
first of all, iswhat | am against - not the
commandments themselves, but the
LETTER of the law, and it is what |
mean when | say that it is the “enemy
of righteousnessby faith.” Itisthewrit-
ten definition of rules which cannot
make people better and which were
given in order to make people become
more conscious of their sins. | believe
thisiswhat the apostle Paul isreferring
to most of the time when he speaks
negatively of the law. Speaking about
the letter, he says:

Who also hath made us able min-
isters of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit: for the
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life. But if the ministration of
death, written and engraven in
stones, was glorious, so that the
children of Israel could not
stedfastly behold the face of
Moses for the glory of his coun-
tenance; which glory was to be
done away: How shall not the min-
istration of the spirit be rather
glorious? (2Cor 3:6-8)

But now we are delivered from the
law, that being dead wherein we
were held; that we should serve
in newness of spirit, and not in the
oldness of the letter. (Rom 7:6)

Notice, we serve in the spirit, not the
letter! The spirit of the law isbased on
the same principles underlying the let-
ter of the law, but the spirit isagreater

and more perfect version of the law
whichisadministered in adifferent way.
The ten rules were written on stone,
outside of us, so they could not make
us better. But the true law, the spirit of
the law, iswritten on our minds by the
indwelling spirit of God which produces
the nature and behaviour of God in us.
This version of the law is much better
than what was written on stone. The
law on stone says, “thou shalt not kill.”
But thelaw inmy heart producesalove
for al men which would never think of
hurting men, much morekilling them. It
isgreater than the letter by far. Thelet-
ter told me not to commit adultery, not
to sleep with another man’'s wife, but
the spirit of the law in me makes me
hate the thought of hurting another per-
son, makes me hatethe thought of sleep-
ing with somebody whoisnot my wife,
so | don’'t need the written rule, because
| have a greater rule in my heart. This
iswhat | believe and teach.

Secondly, there are sub-categories to
the letter of the law. Even when speak-
ing of theletter, the Bibleisnot always
referring to the samething all thetime.
There are at least five different things
which could be referred to when one
spoke of the law.

1. Sometimesit referred to the 10 com-
mandments.

2. Sometimes it referred to the cer-
emonial laws of rituals and types.

3. Sometimes it referred to the entire
system of rules given to Moses on
Mount Sinai.

4. Sometimesit referred tothefirst five
books of the Bible, the Torah.

5. Sometimes it referred to the entire
Old Testament writings.

So the phrase, “the law”, had different
meaningsat times, andin addition, some-
times the same law was referred to in
different ways. Sometimesit wascalled:

a Thelaw
b. Thelaw of Moses

Continued on page 11
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TheBlessng of Gardening

The Bible tells us in Genesis chapter
two that God made a beautiful garden
andinit heplaced mantolive. Heaso
instructed them to work it and take care
of it.

And the LORD God planted a gar-
den eastward in Eden; and there
he put the man whom he had
formed. And out of the ground
made the LORD God to grow ev-
erytreethat ispleasant to the sight,
and good for food ... (Genesis
2:8-9)

And the LORD God took the man,
and put him into the garden of
Eden to dress it and to keep it.
(Genesis 2:15)

Let uskeepin mindthat God did al this
beforeAdam and Evesinned. Itisthere-
fore reasonableto deducethat physical
work was designed to be ablessing, not
a punishment as a result of man sin-
ning.

The number of consumers who are not
only concerned about the quality of their
food, but who al so recognize the physi-
cal, mental, and even spiritual benefits
of connecting with natureisincreasing
every day. Modern living has driven a
wedge between usand the natural world
but many of us are starting to see the
connecting of the dots. We are recog-
nizing that aconnectionwiththelandis
important for health, fitness, happi-
ness, and our overall well-being.
There are many healthy benefits asso-
ciated with gardening, spanning from
stress relief to improved brain health,
better nutrition and, of course, exercise.

FITNESS BENEFITS
Gardening is indeed good for us. The

Open Face

Lenworth Frankson

human body needs perpetual motion to
function optimally and gardeningisone
way to stay active when we might oth-
erwisebesditting ill. Itisbelieved that
those who engage in community gar-
dening projectshave considerably lower
body mass index (BMI) than non-gar-
deners. Thiswould strongly suggest that
an activelifestyleindeed trand atesinto
improved weight management. Fitness
researchers have found that when you
exercise outdoors, you exercise harder
but perceiveit asbeing easier than when
exercising indoors, which can havesig-
nificant health benefitsasit will encour-
age you to work out harder than you
might otherwise.

EXERCISE BENEFITS

K orean researchers have confirmed that
gardening counts as moderate-to-high-
intensity exercisefor children, butit can
certainly be intense exercise for adults
as well. Depending on what type of
work activity you are engaged in, gar-
dening could be classified as amoder-
ate-to-vigorousactivity. Lifting and car-
rying 40-pound bags of mulch, stretch-
ing into hard-to-reach places to do
weeding or pushing a lawnmower
around demonstratesthat gardening can
be aphysically demanding workout.

One research article suggested that a
person weighing 150 pounds can burn
about 300 calories per hour by garden-
ing at moderateintensity. Higher-inten-
sity activities such as briskly stirring
compost, raking leaves, turning over the
soil manually with agardenfork, spread-
ing soil amendments, or digging holes
can burn up to about 400 calories an
hour. | can personally say that prepar-
ing the soil for gardening that includes
removing tree stumps and roots, is one
of themost heart pounding, back break-
ing, profusaly swesting, energy consum-
ing and cal orie burning workout | have
experienced. Thistypeof work isphysi-
cally demanding; be warned!

According to the Korean Hort Tech-
nology study, the following gardening
tasks constitute moderate intensity ex-
ercise, based on energy expenditure

evaluations in children: Weeding, rak-
ing, digging, mulching, sowing seeds,
planting, hoeing, watering and harvest-
ing. Another task that can certainly turn
gardening into ahighintensity exercise
isadding soil amendments such aswood
chips, which can miraculoudly transform
your soil by serving as food for earth-
worms. This kind of exercise does not
require any expensiveinvestment. What
isstrongly recommended isthefollow-
ing:

e Maintain proper spinal alignment
while you work. Thiswill help ab-
sorb shock, and allow for proper
weight distribution and optimal range
of motion

« Avoid over-reaching by keeping ob-
jectsand work surfaces closeto your

body

* Whenever possible, work at waist
height with elbows bent and arms
comfortably at your sides

*  When planting or weeding at ground
level, make sureto bend your knees
and squat or kneel, rather than stoop-
ing forward with your legs straight.
Alternatively, use agardening stool.

MENTAL HEALTHBENEFITS

There are many notable benefits to be
obtained besidessimply getting exercise.
For example, gardening can also help
relieve depression. Researchers have
found that digging in the soil may affect
your mental health viathe microorgan-
ismsinthesoil! CNN Health reported
that:

“In a study conducted in Norway,
people who had been diagnosed with
depression, persistent low mood, or
‘bipolar Il disorder’ spent six hours
a week growing flowers and veg-
etables. After three months, half of
the participants had experienced a
measurable improvement in their de-
pression symptoms. What's more, their
mood continued to be better three
months after the gardening program
ended...

According to a survey by Gardeners
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World magazine, 80 percent of garden-
ers reported being “happy” and satis-
fied with their lives, compared to 67
percent of non-gardeners. Thisfeeling
of wellbeing can have other more far-
reaching implicationsfor your physical
health as well. According to a recent
research from Johns Hopkins, having a
cheerful temperament can significantly
reduce your odds of suffering a heart
attack or sudden cardiac death.

STRESS RELIEFAND BRAINHEALTH

Researchers in the Netherlands have
found that gardening is one of the most
potent stress relieving activities there
is. In their trial, two groups of people
were asked to completeastressful task;
one group was then instructed to gar-
den for half an hour while the other
group was asked to read indoorsfor the
same length of time. Afterward, the
gardening group reported agreater im-
provement in mood. Testsal so revealed
they had lower levels of the stress hor-
mone cortisol, compared to those who
tried to relax by quiet reading. A CNN
report also refered to research show-
ing that gardening may even help re-
duce your risk of dementia:

“Two separate studies that followed
people in their 60s and 70s for up to
16 years found, respectively, that
those who gardened regularly had a
36 percent and 47 percent lower risk
of dementia (a mental illness that
causes someone to be unable to think
clearly; the deterioration of intellec-
tual function such as memory) than
non-gardeners, even when a range
of other health factors were taken
into account. These findings are
hardly definitive, but they suggest
that the combination of physical and
mental activity involved in gardening
may have a positive influence on the
mind.”

IMPROVE YOUR NUTRITION

One of the easiest ways of ensuring
access to a healthy diet that contains
adequate nutrients is to produce many
different kinds of foodsin ahome gar-
den. Thisisespecially important in ru-
ral areas where people have limited in-
come-earning opportunities and poor
access to markets. Home gardens are
also becoming an increasingly important
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source of food and income for poor
households in urban areas as well.

A well-devel oped home garden hasthe
potential to supply most of the non-
staple foods that a family needs every
day of the year, including roots and tu-
bers, vegetables and fruits, legumes,
herbs and spices, as well as animals
andfishif desired. Rootsand tubersare
richinenergy especially thewell known
“Jamaican Yellow Yam”. Legumes are
also important sources of protein, fat,
iron and vitamins. Green leafy veg-
etables and yellow- or orange-colored
fruits provide essentid vitaminsand min-
erals; particularly folate, and vitamins
A, Eand C. Vegetables and fruitsare a
vital component of a healthy diet and
should be eaten as part of every meal.
Vegetables and protein are especially
important in small children’s diets to
ensure normal growth and intellectual
development.

Most of us are not farmers and do not
do much farming, but creating agarden
isnot as difficult as some might think.
Yes flower gardens are beautiful and
do enhance the beauty of any home if
well maintained and nurtured but even
moreimportant, in my opinion, iscreat-
ing a vegetable garden that produces
nourishing sustainablefood.

Food growninyour own gardenisover-
al fresher, more nutritious, and tastes
better than store-bought food. Urban
gardens are also helpful in saving en-
ergy, protecting water quality and top-
soil, and promoting biodiversity and
beautifying the community. As| men-
tioned earlier gardening may also hold
the key to improved mental health,
stressrelief, and our awareness and re-
lationship with the Creator. When gar-
deningweareexercisingwhichisbadly
needed in aworld where so many of us
spend our days sitting in front of com-
puters or at our desksin artificially lit
rooms. The Bible tells us that in the
beginning God created man and placed
him in a garden, where there was sun-
shine and fresh air, to work and take
care of it. He knew that by doing this
mankind would be blessed and the earth
would benefit.

| personaly have been blessed from
gardens that | have invested my time
and energy in. Having fruit trees, veg-

etables, and herbsgrowing on your prop-
erty and being ableto enjoy their yield
isone of the most pleasing and reward-
ing experiences | have had.

Serioustimesare ahead of us; it should
not be difficult for thosewho arewatch-
ing to see that thisis afact. | am en-
couraging everyone, at thistime, to start
gardening. Soon home-gardening may
no longer be an optional pleasure, but a
vital necessity if oneisto survive. How-
ever, that aside, it really isone of life's
great pleasures to be able to walk out
the door of your home and pick from
your garden fresh and healthy quality
food, evenif isgrowsinapot. “Agar-
den is a grand teacher. It teaches
patience and careful watchfulness;
it teaches industry and thrift; above
all it teaches entire trust” (Gertrude
Jekyll)
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Chrig in The Law

Continued from page 9

c. Thelaw of the Lord
d. The law and the prophets
e. The Old Covenant

But whatever it was called, it was dll a
part of the systemof THELETTER. A
system that was not complete and that
could not bring righteousness. there
were different divisionsto this system
which had to do with various aspects
of how God related to the governing of
these people.

1. A part of this system had to do with
morality, thiswasthe 10 command-
ments and associated rules.

2. Some aspects of the system had to
do with shadows and types repre-
senting futurerealitiesin theminis-
try of Christ. Thishad to dowith the
sacrificial systemthefeast days, the
meat and drink offerings etc.

3. Some aspects of the law had to do
with the governing of the people as
a group of humans living together
who needed civil rulesto control how
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they lived as a society.

4. Some aspects of the law had to do
with a health care system to ensure
that they were in good health.

But with all its different parts, this en-
tire system was THE LETTER of the
law. It was God'sway of relating to the
people before Christ came and thisen-
tire system was called the Old Cov-
enant, or the old relationship - God's
stop-gap for interacting with the people
until thetrue WAY, Jesus Christ, arrived.
This entire system was only a repre-
sentation of something greater, agreater
system of government by which God
would producetruerighteousnessin His
people. That better system wasthe gov-
ernment of Christ by the holy spirit. In
thisnew system God would put Hisown
lifeinto Hispeople, Hewould givethem
of Himself so that they would be like
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Him by nature. He would no longer
governthem fromthe OUTSIDE by the
system of rules and ceremonies and
typesand representations. Now it would
bethe REAL thing. Thisisthe only way
to bring righteousness, thisis the only
way that God could make His people
into what He really wanted them to be.
So we aretold,

For the law made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in of a better
hope did; by the which we draw
nigh unto God. (Heb 7:19)

Theentirelaw, in fact, was arepresen-
tation of Christ. When Jesus Christ
came, we no longer had need of the
representation because we had the re-
ality. So when we preach the law, we
must show how it was an expression of
Christ, atool to represent the Messiah
until He, the true law of God arrived.

So when Ellen White said that we must
preach“Christinthelaw,” thereisonly
one thing which she could have meant.
She must have meant that we must
preach Christ in the SPIRIT OF THE
LAW, not the letter. Since the spirit of
thelaw is Christ Himself, theliving re-
dity of thelaw, thenwecan only preach
Christ in the law when we teach that
thetruelaw of God is not theletter, not
what waswritten on stone, but thevery
life and character of Christ Himself
written in the hearts and minds of His
people. Thisistruerighteousness. This
is the only way that we can be like
Christ. This is the message which all
the world needs to understand.
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