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The Big Picture

What is the ultimate goal of life? Of
course, depending on who you ask there
will always be different answers, how-
ever it is certain that everyone will agree
that there are two things which are es-
sential if life is to have any meaning
and fulfillment. These two things are,
happiness and freedom. If we think
about it we can recognize that these are
the two greatest ideals being pursued
by all living things, not only those
which are intelligent but even the un-
intelligent life which operates only on
instinct. Happiness and freedom are
foundational.

It shouldn’t be difficult for us then to
recognize that these two things are the
primary benefits that must be provided
by any good system of government.
When Satan first raised up rebellion
against God in the universe these were
the two areas in which he tried to bring
doubts, questions and ultimately rebel-
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lion against God and his government.
The Bible does not go into great detail
in explaining what these first seeds of
rebellion were, but as we do a careful
examination of several incidents in the
Bible, it becomes clear that these were
the areas on which Satan focused his
attack.

First of all, let us recognize that Satan’s
rebellion against God was not based on
physical conflict; the very thought of
such a conflict is ridiculous. If Satan
tried to match strength against God and

" his angels, how long would he last?

How much resistance could the creature
put up against the Creator who created
him with just a word from his mouth?
The answer is obvious, Satan would
not have lasted for a second. So it is
clear that his rebellion against God was
based on something else. The Scriptures
reveal that this warfare was an ideolog-
ical battle, it was a conflict in which
Satan pitted his ideas against the ideas
of God.

Satan’s attack against God was based
on the claim that God’s government
was a government of slavery, a govern-
ment that operated on the basis of keep-
ing the subject completely enslaved,
completely subjugated to the Ruler, and
that such a government did not produce
true happiness. Arising from this was
a second accusation which was that
God was not truly a loving and kind
person, but that his character was that
of a dictator who was ultimately seeking
only what pleased him, and not the free-
dom and liberty of his subjects.

ATTACK ON TWO THINGS

When we examine the places in the
Bible where we see Satan’s accusations,
it becomes clear that these were his
underlying criticisms.

First of all, in his deceiving of Adam
and Eve, we see him attacking God’s
character:

For God doth know that in the day
ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall
be opened, and ye shall be as gods,
knowing good and evil. (Gen 3:5)

What was he saying? Consider his ar-
gument here: God was a dishonest per-
son who was not telling the truth. Not
only was God a liar, but he was holding
Adam and Eve back from something
which would not only make them hap-
pier, but which would give them greater
wisdom and fulfillment in life. God
knew that they would become more
knowledgeable, God knew that they
would become like him (as gods) and
he did not want this, he wanted to keep
them in a lesser place, to prevent them
from developing. God was fully aware
of this, but he had deceived them by
keeping them from the tree with threats
and warnings. This was Satan’s attack
against God’s character and it is clear
that Eve and later Adam, came to be-
lieve — at least in part — the lies of Satan.
His purpose was to discredit God’s char-
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acter and to cause intelligent beings to
distrust, and turn away from God.

Secondly, we see Satan attacking God’s
people, and through this means, he in-
directly criticized and attacked God’s
method of government. Before we pro-
ceed, let us understand what God’s
method of government is: God is Lord
in the lives of his people by their own
free choice. As his people allow him
into their lives, to live in them and to
direct their lives, God works in them
to will and to do of his good pleasure
(Phil 2:13). This is God’s government,
ruling from within through the personal
interaction between him and them, by
his spirit. This is the only perfect gov-
ernment in the universe because it is
the way in which God is able to produce
true holy living in his people. However,
this kind of government requires coop-
eration between God and his people.
First, his people willingly and freely,
on the basis of their love for him and
their faith in him, allow him to live in
them and take full control of their lives.
When God has this kind of access to a
person, then there is no limit to the
happiness and fulfillment in the life of
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such a person and God is able to do
amazing things with, and through such
a person.

And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ:
for the accuser of our brethren is
cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night. (Rev
12:10)

Then Satan answered the LORD,
and said, Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast not thou made an
hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath
on every side? thou hast blessed the
work of his hands, and his sub-
stance is increased in the land. But
put forth thine hand now, and touch
all that he hath, and he will curse
thee to thy face. (Job 1:9-11)

SATAN’S ARGUMENTS

Notice what Satan claimed: According
to him, Job’s loyalty to God was not
based on love to God nor trust in God,
neither was it because Job believed that
God’s way was the best way. He stated
that the only reason why Job served
God was because Job was seeking ma-
terial benefits and God was supplying
those benefits! In other words, Job was
not interested in God’s ideology and
his loyalty proved nothing, all he was
really interested in was his own personal
benefit! What Satan was trying to prove
was that God’s government only pro-
duced selfish, self-seeking people and
that God was only able to get people
who believed in his way, by bribing
them with material benefits. This is
why God allowed Satan to afflict Job
in such a terrible way; it was to dem-
onstrate that Job truly was serving God
from genuine motives and that God’s
principle of government did truly pro-
duce people who were truly changed,
who loved God for his own sake and
who believed in his way, no matter what
circumstances they found themselves
in.

Rev 12:10 shows us that this was Sa-
tan’s constant practice, to accuse the
people of God without ceasing until
finally he was cast out of heaven after

the resurrection of Christ. But the ques-
tion is, why would Satan accuse people
if his target was God? It is easy to prove
that people have faults, all of us fail
from time to time. If he really wants to
prove that we are not fit for heaven,
then this is not hard for him to do. So
what benefit did Satan obtain by this
constant accusation of God’s people?
The answer is, when God’s people fail
it is an indictment against the govern-
ment of God. It is first of all a statement
that God’s government does not make
people truly happy and satisfied, that
is why they have to keep seeking satis-
faction outside of God’s will, that is
why they fall into transgression of
God’s will. Their failure is a statement
that there is something wrong with
God’s principles. Secondly, it is an in-
dictment against God’s involvement in
their lives, it is a statement that says,
“God, you have given your life to these
people, you have involved yourself in
their affairs and united their spirit with
yours, yet they still fall into unhappiness
and sin. It is clear that your system does
not work, there is need of another kind
of government!

SATAN'S FALSE CLAIMS

So in contrast to his accusations that
God’s government restricts freedom
and creates dissatisfaction, Satan claims
that his system of government — free-
dom from God’s control — is the true
way to freedom. Interestingly there is
a religious body on earth today which
calls itself “The First Church of Satan.”
This religious organization was founded
by a man named Anton Lavey (now
deceased). But when we examine the
blasphemous principles embraced by
this organization we can clearly identify
the seeds of this original rebellion which
Lucifer raised up against God in the
distant ages of the past. Let me quote
from some of the principles of this
group as outlined in their own statement
of beliefs.

PRINCIPLES OF SATAN'S CHURCH

e Before none of your printed idols do
I bend in acquiescence, and he who
saith "thou shalt" to me is my mortal
foe!



e | dip my forefinger in the watery
blood of your impotent mad re-
deemer, and write over his thorn-
torn brow: The TRUE prince of evil
- the king of slaves!

e No hoary falsehood shall be a truth
to me; no stifling dogma shall en-
cramp my pen!

e [ break away from all conventions
that do not lead to my earthly suc-
cess and happiness.

My spirit recoils from even quoting
such blasphemous words, but I think
they can help to demonstrate the point
that I am making: Satan’s accusation
against God’s government is that it is
based on slavery, it takes away freedom,
and that true freedom means liberty to
do as you please, to indulge your desires
without restriction no matter where
those desires take you. As we look at
the state of the world today as it is,
moving further and further away from
God, we can see that this is the prevail-
ing sentiment. Movements such as the
LGBTQ movement and the Transgender
lunacy, are simply an example of the
Satanic principle that true freedom
means freedom from God’s restraints
and the liberty to indulge your own
carnal fantasies without limitations.

However, when we take a closer look
we see that there is a massive contra-
diction in the entire premise of Satan’s
principles. What he is after is freedom
from God, but in the process, he has
created a system which requires the
greatest bondage of all. Satan’s idea of
freedom means that there is to be no
restraint on the carnal desires of the
flesh, no sexual limitations, no prohi-
bitions on any perversion whatsoever
that the flesh desires. This is his idea
of freedom. Conversely however, when
carnal people are set free to do as they
please the result is always that there is
abuse of others, conflicts, disagreements
and endangerment to the lives of others.

A SYSTEM FOR SINNERS

This is why although a system of gov-
ernment based on strict laws is not a
perfect system of government, it serves
a purpose in restraining and to some

extent, controlling the carnal nature. It
prevents people from falling into total
anarchy. This is the necessity required
where there is unrestrained carnality
and so, anywhere in the universe that
Satan’s system of “liberty” is embraced,
there is also the necessity for a strict
system of external government. There
is need of a system that can force re-
straint upon carnal people in order that
they may live harmoniously with other
people. It is absolutely vital that there
is a set of strict rules to control and limit
their behavior, otherwise the result will
be chaos and anarchy. This is true
whether we are looking at a home, a
community, a school or even a church

or a social club! We can see then that
when Satan offered freedom from God,
he made it necessary that bondage to
other created beings should become a
necessity. He offered freedom, but re-
ally created a system of true bondage
where people were dominated and con-
trolled by other people.

Even God himself has no option other
than to resort to such a system when
dealing with carnal people. The Bible
explains this very clearly in 1 Timothy
1:8-10:
But we know that the law is good,
if @ man use it lawfully;Knowing
this, that the law is not made for a
righteous man, but for the lawless
and disobedient, for the ungodly

and for sinners, for unholy and
profane, for murderers of fathers
and murderers of mothers, for
manslayers,For whoremongers, for
them that defile themselves with
mankind, for menstealers, for liars,
for perjured persons, and if there
be any other thing that is contrary
to sound doctrine; (1Tim 1:8-10)

So we may conclude that Satan is not
opposed to government by rules and in
fact, he has often used such a system
to great effect in his efforts to destroy
God’s people. What he is really opposed
to is government by God, not govern-
ment by rules. He does not even care
if the rules in place are the ten com-
mandments themselves! We notice that
the Jews used their loyalty to the laws
of God as an excuse to kill Jesus and
many of his disciples. What he is op-
posed to is government by God! For
him, democracy will do, dictatorship
will do, communism or capitalism will
do. He can, and will manipulate any
system of rules and turn it into a weapon
against God’s people, but when God
controls the lives of people, he is help-
less to manipulate such a government.

THE BEST RULES

God separated Israel to be his special
chosen people and He himself referred
to them as his people. However, it is in
the New Testament that we are told
what it really means to be a child of
God. Paul tells us,

But ye are not in the flesh, but in the
Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God
dwell in you. Now if any man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none
of his. (Rom 8:9)

When we understand this we realize
that the Israelites were never God’s
people in the true sense. They were not
a nation of people who possessed the
spirit of God, they were a nation of
carnal people who wore the label, “Je-
hovah’s people,” but in actual fact, they
only belonged to him in name. They
were not born again of the spirit. This
is the reason why God placed Israel
under the government of the law. There
is only one way of restraining the carnal

Continued on page 7
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The God Who Wouldn’t Let Go

The plan of salvation is a masterpiece
that has always fascinated and amazed
me. It is the story of the epic clash of
the ages between the forces of good
and evil, the dark dilemma that Satan
had placed the entire human race in,
and the flawless rescue mission that the
Father and His Son carried out to over-
turn Satan’s plan. Those who under-
stand the issues involved in this saga
will realize that there is no story that
can match it, no greater tale has ever
been told, no drama so enthralling and
wonderful has ever been heard.

One aspect of the whole controversy
that I used to ponder a lot is, why did
God bother? Why did He allow the
Universe to be plundered into anarchy
and chaos, experience the darkness of
sin and death and be subject to the evil
of Satan’s shenanigans, because of the
trespass of humans?

You see, in order to understand the
question, we need to first have a basic
idea of what the Universe was like be-
fore humans were created. The Bible
clearly teaches that Heaven is a massive,
unspeakable paradise, where ten thou-
sand times ten thousand and thousands
and thousands of angels and celestial
beings dwell. It was a place where evil
was unknown, and the creatures of God,
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including the morning star, Lucifer,
dwelt in the peace and harmony of true
happiness.

In addition to these inhabitants of Heav-
en, it is evident from other Biblical ref-
erences that there are myriads of other
worlds in the Universe, inhabited by
beings who have the freedom to visit
Heaven. Consider Job 1:6

Now there was a day when the sons
of God came to present themselves
before the LORD, and Satan came
also among them.

So here we are told that beings who
clearly did not live in Heaven, came on
a certain day, or to gather for a particular
event. Lucifer (who by this time had
fallen and become Satan) also came
with them.

So there was a Universe filled with
worlds and creatures and beings who
were sinless, living in the bliss of im-
mortal happiness and peace, innocent
and ignorant of the deadly dangers of
the latent foe called sin. None but God
Himself knew the true outcome of sep-
aration from Him, and all were oblivious
to the mayhem which could ensue if
even one of them chose to turn against
the Father.

Then the heart of Lucifer was lifted up,
his pride overcame him and for the first
time ever, dissension broke out in the
Universe among God’s peaceful, inno-
cent children. This was sin, the deadly,
hitherto unknown enemy, a force dark
enough to bring great sadness and de-
struction into the entire cosmos. He
who knew all things alone understood
what would ensue, He knew full well
the unspeakable horrors that lay ahead,
and the dreadful scenes to which His
peaceful children would now be ex-
posed.

To make the situation far more grim,
man, the latest of the Creator’s inven-
tions, His new child and the apple of
His eye, fell! An innocent victim, an

unwitting pawn, a gullible babe, de-
ceived by the great liar, but lost none-
theless. His home, an Eden filled with
joys for his pleasure, and built to per-
fection, was now doomed to be the in-
cubator of evil, the playground of
hellish, devilish intellects and the site
for every horrific and hateful scene.

What an awful, horrible situation! The
sons of God, holy, untainted, celestial
beings, would now be exposed to grave
and deadly darkness, witnesses to night-
marish scenarios hitherto unheard of
and unimagined. It seems the best thing
God could have done in that moment,
at that time, was to protect them! I ask
myself, why did He not put an end to
man the moment he sinned? He knew
full well what lay ahead, knew the un-
speakable mess that was to follow,
should His priority not have been to
protect that which was still untainted?

Yes, man had fallen and was lost, but
that was just ONE world. What about
the endless masses of worlds and beings
and angels, His other children who were
still innocent and still fairly unexposed?
It seems that it would have been a log-
ical and SAFE decision to allow ONE
to perish to protect the good of the great
majority. That is a reasonable argument,
and one that no one could have blamed
God for making. If Adam and Eve had
died the minute they sinned, then God
would have lost two children. But ten
thousand times ten thousand and thou-
sands of thousands, and numbers innu-
merable, would have been spared the
horrors they were about to witness, per-
petuated by Adam’s seed.

But at the time when darkness raised
its ugly head, when evil revelled and
all hope seemed lost, the heart of the
God of Heaven shone far greater! Be-
cause He is the God who cannot and
WILL not let go! Yes, the rest of the
Universe was important, yes their safety
was key, yes, He did take steps to protect
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them, but He could not let go of earth,
He refused to let go of ONE!

My heart trills and races and exults
when I think of this! What a God! What
a person! What a Father! His spotless,
untainted children were safe in paradise
and He could have simply sacrificed
one, one world, one race, for the good
of many, but He REFUSED to let man
go! His heart could not bear to lose one,
to give up on one, to let Him go without
giving him a chance, because that is
the kind of Daddy that he is!

The Father allowed mayhem and death
and darkness to break out in the sight
of His holy children, and subjected them
to witness the horrors of earth’s history,
because His great heart of love WOULD
NOT allow Him to let us go! And when
he was faced with the decision to try

to save us, or end us, He did the only §

thing that His heart can do, because He
1s love, and He is a Saviour! What a
God!

Jesus tells a parable which illustrates
God’s attitude towards His children in
general. In Matthew 18:12-14 we read:

How think ye? if a man have an
hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the
ninety and nine, and goeth into the
mountains, and seeketh that which
is gone astray?And if so be that he
find it, verily I say unto you, he
rejoiceth more of that sheep, than
of the ninety and nine which went
not astray.Even so it is not the will
of your Father which is in heaven,
that one of these little ones should
perish. (Matt 18:12-14)

This is exactly what He did for us. The
ninety and nine were safe, the rest of
the Universe was secure, but was that
enough for Him? Could His heart allow
Him to just move on with the rest and
forget about one? No! This is what I
would have done, and maybe what ev-
ery other being in the Universe would
have done; secure the ones that are safe
and unspoilt, cut losses and move on!

But I am really happy that the Father
we worship is unlike ANY other being!
There is NONE like Him, and no heart
like His! He turned heaven, and the

5

entire Universe upside down, allowed
the perfect order to be disrupted, ex-
posed His children to terrible scenes,
and gave up His greatest treasure from
the days of everlasting, because He
could not let go of ONE! Because He
loved EVERY child too much to turn
His back on one! Oh what a salvation,
oh what a thought, oh what an unspeak-
ably wonderful Father! How shall we
reject so great a salvation?

n verse 14, Jesus emphasizes, ‘it is not
the will of your Father which is in heav-
en that one of these little ones should
perish!” He cares about His Universe,
He cares about each world, He cares
about Earth, but more importantly, and

most importantly, He cares about each
person! Every single individual one of
His children means everything to Him,
is valuable and precious to Him, and
would move Him to traverse mountains
to find him, even if only one was lost!

Therein lies the true heart of the God
of Heaven, the heart of a Father who
aches and yearns and concerns Himself
solely and primarily and wholeheartedly
with the happiness and wellbeing of
each of His children. It is the heart of
a God who puts those children above
all else, above the unspeakable might
of His power, above the His own well-
being and security, above His very life
itself! In the death of Jesus, we see
clearly that the eternal Father would
choose to give up His own life and

sacrifice Himself, blot Himself from
existence, rather than allow His children
to perish! In order to secure the happi-
ness of His children! Can this be real?
Can this be true? Is it possible that this
is really what the heart of God is like?
What an unbelievable thought! What a
profound reality! It absolutely blows
my mind! All I can say is, WHAT A
GoD!M!

But you know, what is even more pro-
found is what now jumps at me from
John 3:16: For God so loved the world,
that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in Him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.’
We all know this verse, and have re-
peated it hundreds of times, but I want
you to think about it from a slightly
different perspective.

Think about this; God loves His Son
on a far greater scale than any earthly
father could ever love his. Jesus was
with the Father ‘from everlasting,” He
was His companion before the first be-
ing or world was ever created, and He
was ‘by Him, as one brought up with
Him, and he was daily His delight, re-

= joicing always before Him.  Proverbs

8:30. In the New Testament, the voice
of the Father was heard twice, and on
both occasions he referred to Jesus as
‘my beloved Son.” This term of endear-
ment shows clearly how the Father feels
about His Son.

I don’t believe it is possible for us to
fully understand how God truly feels
about Jesus, the deep relationship they
have with each other, or how much they
really love each other. I believe the
depth of their bond and love surpasses
the understanding of any created being,
and the father — son relationship that
humans experience is just a tiny micro-
cosm of the Father and the Son, in
whose image we were created.

But think about this, GOD GAVE JE-
SUS FOR US! What does that say about
His love for US? Logically speaking,
if I have a decision to make about two
people, what would tip the scales in
favor of one or the other? If a man had
to choose between two women for ex-

Continued on page 11
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No Sanctuary Ministry Before Christ

One of the strange ideas which exists
among many Seventh-day Adventists,
is the belief that Jesus has always been
a minister in the heavenly sanctuary.
They insist that even before Jesus be-
came a man, even during the age of the
old covenant, Jesus was already min-
istering in the heavenly sanctuary on
behalf of the human race. Of course,
this belief is simply a natural extension
of the idea that everything which Jesus
came to give to the human race was
already available from the foundation
of the world, long before Jesus became
a member of the human family. How-
ever, there is an abundance of scriptural
evidence which demonstrates that this
illogical teaching is also contrary to the
word of God. Jesus never had a ministry
in the heavenly sanctuary until after his
blood was shed.

In Heb 8:3, we read:

For every high priest is appointed
to offer both gifts and sacrifices; so
it is necessary that this high priest
also have something to offer. (Heb
8:3)
Here we are told that in order for some-
one to be a high priest it is necessary
that that person should have something
to offer. Obviously in the context of
the ministry of the sanctuary, the re-
quired offering was blood. Until he
died on Calvary, Jesus had nothing to
offer, his blood had not been shed, but
after he was offered then he became a
high priest because now he had some-
thing to offer.

Open Face

But when Christ appeared as a high
priest of the good things to come,
He entered through the greater and
more perfect tabernacle, not made
with hands, that is to say, not of this
creation; and not through the blood
of goats and calves, but through His
own blood, He entered the holy
place once for all, having obtained
eternal redemption. (Heb 9:11-12)

This is when Jesus began his ministry
as high priest in the heavenly sanctuary.

But now He has obtained a more
excellent ministry, by as much as
He is also the mediator of a better
covenant, which has been enacted
on better promises. (Heb 8:6)

Don't forget the word, NOW! That min-
istry was not obtained before his blood
was shed. The word NOW does not
apply to any time, before Christ died.

One Scripture which lies at the founda-
tion of this erroneous teaching is Rev-
elation 13:8. This verse says,

And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life of

the Lamb slain from the foundation
of the world. (Rev 13:8)

The suggestion is made that Jesus was
slain from the foundation of the world
in the mind and purposes of God and,
as a consequence, all the benefits which
he would make available later, were
already available from the foundation
of the world. However, the meaning of
this verse is distorted by a faulty trans-
lation. Christ was not slain from the
foundation of the world. This translation
exists ONLY in the King James version
and can easily be proven to be faulty
by simply comparing it with Revelation
17:8. Look at both verses below:

And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names
are not written in the book of life of
the Lamb slain from the founda-
tion of the world. (Rev 13:8)

The beast that thou sawest was, and
is not; and shall ascend out of the
bottomless pit, and go into perdi-

tion: and they that dwell on the
earth shall wonder, whose names
were not written in the book of life
firom the foundation of the world,
when they behold the beast that
was, and is not, and yet is. (Rev
17:8)

In chapter 13:8, it suggests that Christ
was slain from the foundation of the
world, but in chapter 17:8, it shows
clearly that the phrase, "from the foun-
dation of the world," has to do with the
time when names were written in the
book of life, not to the time when the
Lamb was slain. As I said, every other
translation has it correct, except the
KJV. Later translators recognized the
mistake and corrected it. So the verse
should really say,

And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worship him, whose names
are not written from the founda-
tion of the world in the book of life
of the Lamb who was slain. (Rev
13:8)

Those who love to quote that mistrans-
lated verse, apply it to mean that in
effect, Jesus did not need to come to
die in AD 31, except to fulfill the legal
necessity, because all that his death
accomplished was already accomplished
from the foundation of the world. In
effect, they use the verse to deny that
there was a great change in the circum-
stances of God's people after Christ
came.

While it is true that by faith men could
take hold on the PROMISE of salvation
and by faith have the assurance of eter-
nal life, it is also important to under-
stand that eternal life is not simply a
legal status where one is forgiven. Eter-
nal life in essence is the experience of
receiving the very life of Christ and
becoming a part of his body through
the experience of the new birth. That
is the aspect of salvation which nobody
could experience before Christ came,
regardless of the fact that they were
justified and had the assurance of eternal

Continued on page 12
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The Big Picture

Continued from page 3

nature and that is to place it under strict
rules. It cannot be made to do good, but
through the government of rules, en-
forced by penalties it can be brought
under some sort of discipline and be
restrained. According to Moses, God
gave the Israelites the best rules that
could be given:

And what nation is there so great,
that hath statutes and judgments so
righteous as all this law, which I set
before you this day? (Deut 4:8)

They were the best rules, the best system
of legal government that had ever been
established in any nation, but the evi-
dence we see is that the system never
worked. It never made Israel any better,
they kept breaking the rules over and
over again until as a nation, they became
so corrupt that God’s protection was
taken away from them and they became
a prey to the nations around them.

In fact, according to the apostle Paul,
the law was a system which not only
failed to produce righteous people, but
in fact, only produced bondage. Refer-
ring to God’s people while they were
under the law he says:

Even so we, when we were children,
were in bondage under the elements
of the world: (Gal 4:3)

They were in bondage in the sense that
they were not free to do as they pleased,
they were not free to follow the impuls-
es of their hearts, but were required to
behave in ways that were contrary to
their nature. This is what is meant by
bondage, they were compelled to do
things that they didn’t really want to
do. If they didn’t, there would be severe
penalties. And yet, all of this was ulti-
mately a part of God’s great plan to
restore his image in mankind and to
reveal his wisdom to the universe. This
work of the law in keeping Israel in a
state of bondage was not the only reason
why it was given; according to the apos-
tle Paul, the law was also given to in-
crease man’s condemnation! In other
words, the law was given to man, to

7

prove that man was not capable of keep-
ing it! It was given to prove that no
system of external government can ever
produce righteousness, it just cannot
work, it is an impossibility.
Because the law worketh wrath: for
where no law is, there is no trans-
gression. (Rom 4:15)

The sting of death is sin; and the
strength of sin is the law. (1Cor
15:56)

GOD’S CHARACTER REVEALED

God had one answer for all of Satan’s
accusations and the dilemma into which
he had plunged humanity and the entire
universe. That answer was his Son, Je-
sus Christ. In Jesus, God produced his
ultimate weapon, one comprehensive
and perfect answer to every challenge
which had been presented by Satan and
sin.

1 have glorified thee on the earth: 1
have finished the work which thou
gavest me to do. (John 17:4)

The first task that Jesus accomplished
was that he vindicated the character of
God. In his life and death, Jesus dem-
onstrated that Satan’s first accusation
was a complete lie. Jesus was the only
begotten Son of God, the express image
of his person, exactly like him in nature
and character. What Jesus did, how Je-
sus lived was an exact, carbon-copy
expression of what God himself would
have done. This was guaranteed to be
true, because Jesus was God’s only be-
gotten son; the guarantee was in his
literal sonship. There was no difference
between them both as far as character
was concerned. When a human parent
gives birth to a child, the child in never
an exact replica of the parent because
there are two parents involved and the
child inherits from both of them. So the
child takes characteristics from both
and is born different from each of them,
but like each one in some respects. In
the case of the begotten son of God,
this was not possible. He had only ONE
parent, his origin was God, there was
no other parent and this is why he was
guaranteed to be exactly like God. The
law of inheritance declares that he was
sO.

Of course, when he became a human
being, the opposite was true. He had a
human mother, but no human father.
However, this in itself did not affect
the nature and the character that he had
because all he inherited from his mother
was a human body, his spiritual nature
remained the same, and his spirit was
who he was, his original identity which
he took with him from heaven to earth
to live in his new, human body.

So Jesus, limited as a human being,
subject to all the limitations and uncer-
tainties of human existence, was still
able to display to the world and to the
universe the full beauty of God’s loving,
caring, selfless nature and character.
He was the living expression of God
manifested in a human form! The apos-
tle Paul tells us:

For God, who commanded the light
to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the
light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
(2Cor 4:6)

SATAN UNMASKED

The second thing that Jesus accom-
plished was that he revealed the true
nature of Satan’s rebellion and exposed
Satan for the lying conniving murderer
that he was. When he bent all his ener-
gies to destroy Christ, his true character
was finally revealed to the universe and
the beings in heavenly places saw that
from the beginning, his true purpose
had never been to introduce a better
lifestyle for created beings, but rather,
to usurp the place of God, to seek his
own glory and not the benefit of other
created beings. Even in the moment
when he was going to his death Jesus
rejoiced to know that in this terrible
experience he would finally destroy the
facade of Satan’s lies and remove him
from the affection of all heaven forever.
Just before he was crucified he said,

Now is the judgment of this world:
now shall the prince of this world
be cast out. (John 12:31)

Later, in the book of Revelation we see
how this statement was fulfilled. After
the resurrection of Jesus he returned to
heaven and from that moment Satan
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and his angels were expelled from heav-
en forever, never to return.

And I heard a loud voice saying in
heaven, Now is come salvation, and
strength, and the kingdom of our
God, and the power of his Christ:
for the accuser of our brethren is
cast down, which accused them
before our God day and night. (Rev
12:10)

MANKIND REDEEMED

The third thing that Jesus did was that
he redeemed mankind and reconciled
humanity to God.

To wit, that God was in Christ,
reconciling the world unto himself,
not imputing their trespasses unto
them,; and hath committed unto us
the word of reconciliation. (2Cor
5:19)

Therefore as by the offence of one
Judgment came upon all men to
condemnation, even so by the righ-
teousness of one the free gift came

upon all men unto justification of
life. (Rom 5:18)

In himself, Jesus restored the link be-
tween humanity and God. He became
the first human being who had come
under the dominion of Satan’s power.
He was placed in the same circumstanc-
es of fallen man, and yet had remained
untouched by sin. In defeating Satan,
he restored the rights of humanity which
Adam had given over to Satan. Now
humanity was reconciled to God, God
had every right to save all men, all who
would accept it, not because men were
good or deserving, but because Jesus
had defeated Satan and taken back the
human race from his dominion. We
may truly say, all men have been saved,
but not all men will accept and receive
it! This is why the great majority will
be lost, not because salvation has not
been given to them, but because they
refuse the gift of God in Christ! What
a terrible tragedy!

UNFINISHED WORK

So while he was here on earth, Jesus
did three things:

1. Revealed God’s character.

Open Face

2. Unmasked Satan for who he really
was.

3. Redeemed mankind.

In these three things Jesus’ work is ab-
solutely comprehensive, complete, fin-
ished, done. However, this does not
mean that there is nothing else to be
done, obviously, we are not yet in heav-
en and we still live in a world that is
dominated by sin. In spite of the fact
that Jesus lived and died two thousand
years ago, in spite of the fact that Satan
was cast out of heaven two thousand
years ago, Christ has not yet returned
and it is clear that the problem of sin
still has some areas that need to be re-
solved. If not, why would God allow
suffering and wickedness to continue
for two thousand years after it was all
done?

Remember that in the beginning Satan
attacked not only God’s character, but
also the government of God. One of
the things which he claimed was that
the system of government which he
was introducing was a government of
freedom which would better serve cre-
ated beings than God’s government
which he terms as a government of
bondage which only produces slaves.
It is also the work of Christ to overthrow
this final lie, it also remains for Jesus
to do this final work of vindicating
God’s government. Jesus still has some
unfinished business to do.

GOD'S SYSTEM OF GOVERNMENT

The Bible reveals that God’s way of
governing his people is unique, it is
absolutely different from every other
form of government which has ever
existed in the universe! This amazing
truth is missed by most people because
there is the widespread misconception
that the system of Government by which
ancient Israel was ruled was God’s sys-
tem of government. It is true that God
did establish that system, it is true that
it was a kind of theocracy where God
instructed them how to behave, and
directed their lives by rules. However,
this was not God’s true system of gov-
ernment, it was simply a system of con-
trol, similar to every other government
which exists on earth and having laws

which were very similar. It was a tem-
porary measure put in place by God
which was not very effective, but which
was to last until the time came for God’s
true government to be implemented
with the coming of Jesus Christ. God
spoke of the coming of this revolution-
ary system of government through the
prophets Ezekiel and Jeremiah.

A new heart also will I give you,
and a new spirit will I put within
you: and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will
give you an heart of flesh. And I will
put my spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in my statutes, and ye
shall keep my judgments, and do
them. (Ezek 36:26-27)

But this shall be the covenant that
I will make with the house of Israel;
After those days, saith the LORD, I
will put my law in their inward
parts, and write it in their hearts;
and will be their God, and they
shall be my people. (Jer 31:33)

Wonderful, amazing truth! God prom-
ised that in the New Covenant his TRUE
method of government would be im-
plemented! Instead of giving his people
a system of rules to govern them on the
outside, he would govern them from
the inside, he would put his spirit within
them, give them his own nature, live in
them himself and by this means, he
himself would produce good behavior
within them. He would himself be the
government inside them! The apostle
Paul explained it very clearly:

For it is God which worketh in you
both to will and to do of his good
pleasure. (Phil 2:13)

I am crucified with Christ: never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me: and the life which 1
now live in the flesh I live by the
faith of the Son of God, who loved
me, and gave himself for me. (Gal
2:20)

This is God’s system of government,
the unique system which belongs to
him alone. No other “god” no other
governing entity can duplicate this
method, it is unique to the true God
alone. Satan may sometimes possess
people, but this is an invasion, a take-
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over by vicious compulsion and force,
an experience where the mind and body
of'a person are violently subjugated and
the person made a prisoner within his
own body. God’s unique government
is not like this, it is a loving cooperation
where, by the invitation of the person,
God comes to live inside of them, a
very real power, a very real person,
who, by their own invitation and per-
mission, lives their lives for them, with
their cooperation, enabling them to live
lives of holiness, beauty and peace.

For the law of the Spirit of life in
Christ Jesus hath made me free
from the law of sin and death. For
what the law could not do, in that it
was weak through the flesh, God
sending his own Son in the likeness
of sinful flesh, and for sin, con-
demned sin in the flesh: That the
righteousness of the law might be
fulfilled in us, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. (Rom
8:2-4)

CHRIST'S FINAL WORK

Satan has claimed that true freedom
means to be free from the dominating
presence of God, he has claimed that
the only way to true freedom is to leave
each person with the liberty to do what
his mind tells him to do. But history
has proven over and over that when
created beings are “free” from God,
then the only way to save them from
anarchy and destruction is to place them
under a system of strict control, a gov-
ernment where they are given strict in-
structions as to how they should behave,
with strict penalties accompanying the
rules. This is the fruit of Satan’s concept
of freedom. It is not God’s way.

But does God’s system of government
really work? Does it really produce peo-
ple who are more holy, more happy,
more fit to live forever than the other
system of external control? God has
saved sinners, but does his system of
government really produce candidates
for eternity, or was Satan really right?

This is the question which is the focus
of the unfinished work of Christ; it is
the final phase of the battle to defend
the kingdom of God and to establish it
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forever in the universe as the only sys-
tem of government fit to rule for all
eternity; the only system capable of
governing created beings while still
leaving them free and happy. This final
battle is the contest to demonstrate that
God’s system of government really pro-
duces the goods. It is a demonstration
of the fact that Christ living in his peo-
ple, Christ our righteousness is the only
system of government which is fit to
remain in place forever. So even though
Christ’s work of saving man is over,
there is still something else to be proven
and this is why we are still here, two
thousand years after Calvary.

DANIEL AND REVELATION

This is what the books of Daniel and
Revelation are all about, they describe
this final conflict between the two sys-
tems of government. In the book of
Revelation in particular we find this
confrontation between the two king-
doms. Yet there is more to this confron-
tation than simply a display of force
and power, it is a display of the fruit of
both systems of government: On the
one hand there is Satan’s system of
external control which produces the
beast kingdom with its domination of
the entire planet and the subjugation of
mankind where all men are compelled
by force to conform to the dictates of
this beast kingdom — whether they like
it or not! This is a system of slavery
where it does not matter what anyone
thinks, everyone must conform or be
destroyed. All that matters is the mind
of the beast.

On the other hand there is the manifes-
tation of Christ’s system of government

with its ultimate revelation in the one
hundred and forty-four thousand. These
are the final group of Christians living
on this earth, the remnant of God’s peo-
ple who fully surrender to him and allow
him to live in them so fully that he is
able to use them as the perfect demon-
stration of his kingdom. They are the
revelation of what his government pro-
duces, a people without “spot or wrinkle
or blemish,” a people who are the first-
fruits unto God and to the lamb.

This perfecting of the 144,000 is the
final work of Christ for man in this
world. It is the finishing of the work in
establishing the kingdom of God for-
ever. At the end of this work, the king-
dom of the beast is finally destroyed

1 beheld then because of the voice
of the great words which the horn
spake: I beheld even till the beast
was slain, and his body destroyed,
and given to the burning flame.
(Dan 7:11)

The same judgment decrees that Christ
is to be given the kingdoms of this world
as his heritage forever. This is what we
see described in Daniel chapter 7. It is
the final judgment of the two kingdoms,
the kingdom of Satan and the kingdom
of Christ.

I saw in the night visions, and,
behold, one like the Son of man
came with the clouds of heaven, and
came to the Ancient of days, and
they brought him near before him.
And there was given him dominion,
and glory, and a kingdom, that all
people, nations, and languages,
should serve him: his dominion is
an everlasting dominion, which
shall not pass away, and his king-
dom that which shall not be de-
stroyed. (Dan 7:13-14)

This is an amazing truth and when we
come to understand it, then we recog-
nize the tremendous significance of the
time in which we live, and the important
part that each of us has to play in this
final vindication of the kingdom of
Christ. We have been afforded the great-
est privilege of the ages, may we carry
out our task faithfully!
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Emotional Eating

Emotional eating is using food to make
yourself feel better ; it is eating to fill
emotional needs, rather than your stom-
ach. We don’t always eat just to satisfy
physical hunger and many people turn
to food for comfort, stress relief, or to
reward themselves. The truth is that
emotional eating does not fix emotional
problems. In fact, it usually makes you
feel worse. After you have eaten, not
only does the original emotional issue
remain, but you also feel guilty for the
unnecessary overeating. Do you eat
more when you're feeling stressed? Do
you eat when you're not hungry or when
you are full? Do you eat to feel better?
Do you eat to calm and soothe yourself
when you are sad, mad, bored or anx-
ious? Do you reward yourself with
food? Does food make you feel safe?
Do you feel like food is a friend? Do
you regularly eat until you have stuffed
yourself? These are important questions
you should ask yourself and honestly
answer, to find out if you might be an
emotional eater.

THE EMOTIONAL EATING CYCLE

If eating is your primary emotional
coping mechanism it is very likely that
your first impulse is eating something
if you are feeling stressed, upset, angry,
lonely, exhausted, or even bored. You
could get stuck in an unhealthy cycle
where the real feeling or problem is
never addressed.

Open Face

Lenworth Frankson

Emotional hunger can not be filled with
food. You might feel good while eating,
but the feelings that triggered the eating
are still there. An additional problem
is that you feel worse than before be-
cause of the unnecessary calories you
have just consumed. You beat yourself
for messing up and not having more
willpower.

Emotional hunger can be powerful, so
it’s easy to mistake it for physical hun-
ger. But there are clues you can look
for to help you differentiate between
physical and emotional hunger.Here
are a few:

* Emotional hunger comes on sud-
denly. It hits you in an instant and
feels overwhelming and urgent.
Physical hunger, on the other hand,
comes on more gradually. With
physical hunger the desire and urge
to eat does not demand instant sat-
isfaction, unless you have not eaten
for a very long time.

* Emotional hunger craves specific
comfort foods. When you are phys-
ically hungry, almost anything
sounds good, including healthy
food like vegetables. On the other
hand, emotional hunger craves
junk food or sugary snacks that
provide an instant rush. You feel
like you need cake or pizza, and
nothing else will do.

* Emotional hunger often leads to
mindless eating. Before you know
it, you have eaten a whole bag of
chips or an entire pint of ice cream
without really paying attention or
fully enjoying it. When you’re eat-
ing in response to physical hunger,
you are typically more aware of
what you are doing.

= Emotional hunger isn’t satisfied
once you’re full. You keep wanting
more and more, often eating until
you are uncomfortably stuffed.
Physical hunger, on the other hand,

does not need overindulgence or
gluttony to be satisfied. You feel
satisfied when your stomach is full.

= Emotional hunger isn’t located in
the stomach. Rather than a growl-
ing belly or a pang in your stom-
ach, you feel your hunger as a
craving you cannot get out of your
head. You are focused on specific
textures, tastes, and smells.

= Emotional hunger often leads to
regret, guilt, or shame. When you
eat to satisfy physical hunger,
you’re unlikely to feel guilty or
ashamed because you’re simply
giving your body what it needs. If
you feel guilty after you eat, it’s
likely because you know deep
down that you are not eating for
nutritional reasons.

CAUSES OF EMOTIONAL EATING

Stress. For many people stress makes
them feel hungry? It is not just in your
mind. When stress is chronic, as it so
often is in our fast-paced world, your
body produces high levels of the stress
hormone, cortisol. Cortisol triggers crav-
ings for salty, sweet, and fried foods;
foods that give you a burst of energy
and pleasure. The more uncontrolled
stress in your life, the more likely you
are to turn to food for emotional relief.

Stifling emotions. Eating can be a way
to temporarily silence uncomfortable
emotions, including anger, fear, sadness,
anxiety, loneliness, resentment, and
shame.The persons stuff themselves
with food, attempting to avoid the dif-
ficult emotions they would rather not
feel.

Boredom. Eating simply to give your-
self something to do, to relieve bore-
dom, or as a way to fill a void in your
life can be a clear sign of emotional
eating. You feel unfulfilled and empty,
and food is a way to occupy your mouth
and your time. In the moment, it fills
you up and distracts you from underly-
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ing feelings of purposelessness and dis-
satisfaction with your life.

Childhood habits. Some parents at
times reward good behavior with foods
like ice cream, pizza, or sweets when
their children are feeling sad or when
they get a good report card. These habits
can sometimes carry over into adult-
hood. Emotional eating may be driven
by nostalgia of cherished memories of
food associated with friends or loved
ones.

Social influences. Getting together with
other people for a meal is a great way
to relax and socialize at times, but it
can also lead to overeating. It is easy
to overindulge simply because the food
is there or because everyone else is
eating. You may also overeat in social
situations out of nervousness. Friends
could also encourage you to overeat,
and so it becomes easier to go along
with the group.

MANAGE EMOTIONAL EATING

Be aware of what you are eating- Some
people eat less when they are under
stress. Others need the distraction of
comfort food or fattening snacks when
things are not going right. The effect is
only temporary so be aware of eating
when you’re not hungry, or without
thinking about it.

Keep a food diary if necessary- Writing
down everything you eat for the day
can be helpful. A food diary is a great
tool to help you track your habits and
patterns.It can help you see if you are
snacking between meals and if food is
a constant companion. You will start
to see how unhealthy or healthy your
food choices are. Keeping a food diary
can also help you set goals that are
realistic and attainable.

Are you really hungry- If you just ate
a big meal and are still reaching for
snacks, ask yourself: “Am I hungry”?
It could be that your emotions are caus-
ing the cravings. Try to do something
different until the urge passes like, drink
a glass of water or call a friend.

Get support- Make sure you have family
and friends who can keep you positive
and focused in times of stress. It can
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really help you stick to a healthy life-
style. Research shows that people with
high-stress jobs have better mental
health when they have strong support
networks

Do not tempt yourself- Remove the
urge to snack on unhealthy foods by
keeping them out of your home. Try to
make good healthy choices when you
shop. Stick to a strict grocery list of
healthy foods, and never visit the gro-
cery store when you are hungry or in
a bad mood.

Don't be too hard on yourself- Do not
obsess over your failures but rather
learn from your mistakes. Do not let
one or two mistakes create more stress.
Instead, focus on the big picture and
recognize how you can break your
stress-eating cycle. Remember the
words of the apostle Paul and move
forward with the confidence that you
can make positive changes to your life.

I can do all things through (in) Him

who strengthens me. Philippians

4:13 NASB

CADRFEAITTS

Who Has Known Heights

Who has known heights shall not
again know peace;

Not as the calm heart knows low
ivied walls, a garden close,

The old enchantment of a rose.

And though he tread the humble ways
of men,

He shall not speak the common tou-
gue again.

Who has known heights shall bear
forevermore

an incommunicable thing;
That hurts his heart as if a wing,
Beat at the portal, challenging.

And yet, lured by the gleam his vision
wore,

Who once has trodden stars, seeks
peace no more.

The God Who Wouldn’t

Continued from page 5

ample, what would be the decisive el-
ement? I think it would come down to
who he loves more, who he has the
greater affection for. In any case, the
one he chooses in all likelihood would
be at least equal to the one he rejects.

Am I trying to say that God loves His
children more than He loves Jesus? No,
I will not presume to understand such
things or make bullish statements. But
I am willing to go out on a limb and
say, God loved us AS MUCH as He
loved HIS own, only begotten Son!
And at the end of the day, when faced
with an impossible decision, He gave
Him up for US! It is a thought so won-
derful and profound, and impossible,
one can scarcely believe it! But Paul
promotes the same idea when he says
in Romans 8:32:

He that spared not his own Son, but
delivered him up for us all, how
shall he not with him also freely
give us all things? (Rom 8:32)

He put His own Son, the apple of His
eye and the source of His delight at risk,
and in great jeopardy! He sent Him,
vulnerable and powerless, into the heart
and the domain of His mortal enemies,
open to attacks from all sides constantly,
because His eternal heart would not
allow Him to let go of ONE of His lost
children without a fight!

This is the kind of Father we can trust
with our lives! This is the kind of Father
we can die for, and live for, because
we know and trust that our wellbeing
and happiness is always foremost in
His heart! This is the Father I choose
to give my entire existence to, to submit
myself to, and happily become His
slave! I have seen the God who WILL
NOT let go, and I will never let go of
Him either!

And I give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish, neither
shall any man pluck them out of my
hand. (John 10:28)
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No Sanctuary Ministry Before Christ

Continued from page 6
life.

The spirit of God was present with men,
and even in men before Christ came.
The same spirit worked mightily
through the disciples even before Jesus
died and the Comforter came. But was
this a salvational experience? Notice
that the spirit worked mightily in Sam-
son and also changed Saul's nature, but
this did not bring about any significant
change in the moral character of either
of those men. The heroes of the Old
Testament age had the righteousness
of Christ IMPUTED to them, but the
lives they actually lived revealed a dif-
ferent measurement of righteousness
and it was that of the law. This is why
we find people described as "perfect,"”
such as Noah, Abraham, Job etc. when
we, from our understanding today, can
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see many ways in which they were not
perfect.

All who lived by faith were COUNTED
as righteous. It was IMPUTED to them,
but not imparted (they were righteous
according to the law, but not according
to the righteousness of God). Since
Christ came and CREATED the saving
life, it could not have been present be-
fore he created it in himself. If people
could have received the saving life of
Christ before Christ came here and lived
as a man, then we have to redefine what
salvation means, and to question wheth-
er or not Christ's incarnated life was
absolutely necessary. The impartation
of'the life of Christ to those Old Testa-
ment believers will have to await the
resurrection.

This is what Hebrews 11:39,40 is ad-
dressing. Notice that Enoch, Moses and

Elijah are all included in this statement:

"And these all, having obtained a
good report through faith, received
not the promise: God having pro-
vided some better thing for us, that
they without us should not be made
perfect." (Heb 11:39-40)

What "promise," did they not receive?
It is the promise of being "made per-
fect." The following two verses make
it clear:

For the law made nothing perfect,
but the bringing in of a better hope
did; by the which we draw nigh unto
God. (Heb 7:19)

For by one offering he hath perfect-
ed for ever them that are sanctified.
(Heb 10:14)
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