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The Books Were Opened

we established the fact that the book

of Revelation, in chapters 4 and 5
describes the setting of a judgment
which takes place before Jesus actually
returns to earth. This judgment or ex-
amination is first described in Daniel
chapter 7, but is revealed in greater
detail in Revelation. This event is of
such importance that al of heaven is
assembled to take part in this examina-
tion which isrepresented by the opening
of the book sealed with seven sedls.

Aswe continueto read through chapters
6 and 7, we see that these sedls are
opened one after the other and that the
opening of each seal is followed by
eventswhich are graphically described
by John. In this article we will ook at
the events which transpire with the
opening of these seals.

I n the previous edition of Open Face

TWO RIVAL KINGDOMS

Aswe pointed out in apreviousarticle,
thisjudgment isreally an examination
of two riva philosophies, two opposing
governments, two kingdoms. One is
the kingdom of Satan, established on
the basis of his philosophy and system
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of government, the other the kingdom
of Christ, established on His principles
and system of government. Christ’'s
kingdom was established two thousand
yearsago, just around thetimethat Sa-
tan’ smost dominant kingdom was being
established as the most powerful force
on earth. Christ's kingdom was the
Chrigtian Church, Satan’ s kingdom was
Rome.

For two thousand years these two king-
doms have existed side by side, with
each operating on very different prin-
ciples. Romeisthe pinnacle of al that
Satan represents and has been working
towards over the ages, the Christian
Church represents the ultimate mani-
festation of what God is able to do
through Chrigt. It isthesetwo kingdoms
which are examined in this judgment
and therefore, the opening of the books
represents the examination of thesetwo
systems of government.

The seven seals focus on the kingdom
of Christ. The heavenly beings are as-
sembled to examinethefruit of Christ's
system of government. What has He
been able to achieve, what kinds of
people have been produced by His meth-
od? This principle upon which theking-
dom of Christ hasbeen builtis, simply
put, “Christ in you?’

THE CHURCH EXAMINED

The first five seals examine the past
history of the Church. As each sedl is
opened, the assembled heavenly host
seesthe history of adifferent eraof the
church. Each stage is represented in
John's vision by a different symbol,

but these 7 seals cover the entire history
of the Christian Church from the time
of the apostles right down to the very
end and the close of probation.

And | saw when the Lamb opened
one of the seals, and | heard, asit
were the noise of thunder, one of
the four beasts saying, Come and
see. And | saw, and behold a white
horse: and he that sat on him had
a bow; and a crown was given unto
him: and he went forth conquering,
and to conquer. (Revelation 6:1,2)

At the opening of the first seal, John
seesawhite horse with arider who goes
forth conquering al before him. The
assembled hogtsin heaven areinstructed
to, “come and see.” This white horse
representsthe first stage of the Christian
Church, which is often referred to as
the apostolic age. This was a church
which went forth with zeal and com-
mitment, conguering al for the cross
of Christ. This stage of the church
roughly covers the time period from
AD 31-AD 100.

Thiswas followed by ared horse with
arider who carried a great sword and
who was given power to take peace
from the earth. Thisrepresentsthe next
stage of the history of the Church which
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roughly covered the period from AD
100-300. First of all, the change of color
from whiteto red suggeststhat a change
has taken place in the character of the
church. White represents purity, while
red often represents sin. The agewhich
followed the time of the apostles was
marked by adeclinein the purity of the
church. Not only did the standard of
purity go down, but the purity of truth
a so began to be obscured by theintro-
duction of falsetheories. Both Paul and
John had warned of thisimpending dan-
ger with Paul saying that after he de-
parted, “grievouswolves’ would come
in. John spoke of the “spirit of anti-
christ” which was already beginning to
encroach on the truth even while he
was still aive.

The color red may also be applied to
the great persecutionswhich the Chris-
tian church endured during this time
period. For the next two hundred years
the Roman emperors made all-out war
againgt Chrigtianity and many thousands
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lost their lives, daughtered by the
sword, or by being throwntowild beasts.

Thisred horsewasfollowed by ablack
horse. This represents the period from
AD 300to about AD 538. Thedate AD
538 is especialy significant because
thiswasthe year when the Papacy was
established in the Christian Church.

And | heard a voice in the midst of
the four beasts say, A measure of
wheat for a penny, and three mea-
sures of barley for a penny; and see
thou hurt not the oil and the wine.
(Rev 6:6)
The color black represents a further
deterioration of the character and the
purity of the Church. Thiswasthe age
when the church began to be accepted
and to gain worldly popularity. The
dangers and persecutions which the
Church had endured under the Roman
emperors were terrible, but thiswas a
greater danger. The attitude which pre-
vailed during this period is represented
by the statement that ameasure of whesat
was sold for apenny and three measures
of barley for a penny.

Whest and barley arethe basic elements
from which bread is made and bread,
represents the word of God. This was
an age when the Church waswilling to
sell the truth in order to gain influence

and popularity with theworld. However,
the statement, “ see thou hurt not the
oil and the wine,” shows that in spite
of the prevailing decline, the work of
the holy spirit continued among true
believers and it was during this time
that there began to be a separation be-
tween the main organized body of the
church and faithful Christianswho re-

alized that they could no longer main-
tain a connection with the organized
body because of its compromises and
apostasy.
And | looked, and behold a pale
horse: and hisnamethat sat on him
was Death, and Hell followed with
him. And power was given unto
them over the fourth part of the
earth, to kill with sword, and with
hunger, and with death, and with
the beasts of the earth. (Rev 6:8)

This symbol is afitting representation
of the next stage of the history of the
Christian Church. As terrible as the
facts are, thisisthe truth of what hap-
pened. The Papacy was established in
AD 538 and thisinitiated the period of
the greatest apostasy in the Christian
Church. For the next one thousand years
the recognized Christian Church went
into greater and greater apostasy. All
kinds of false doctrineswere embedded
into her teachings and practices, teach-
ings such asthe Trinity, purgatory, the
invocation of dead saints, bowing to
images, infant baptism, Sunday obser-
vance etc. But more than this, thiswas
the age when the organized Christian
Church with its headquarters in Rome
became the agent of the greatest perse-
cution of true Christians. Many millions
were slaughtered by the agents of the
church or burned alive at the stake sim-
ply because they refused to accept the
doctrines of the Roman Church or to
submit to the authority of the Pope.
This persecution continued unrestrained
up until about the year 1517 when Mar-
tin Luther initiated the great revival
which is referred to as the Protestant
Reformation. Though the persecution
of Christians continued beyond that
time, this date may be regarded as the
point where the power and influence
of the Roman Church began to be bro-
ken.

The next seal is an interesting one.

And when he had opened the fifth
seal, | saw under the altar the souls
of themthat were dain for theword
of God, and for the testimony which

Continued on page 4
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Born by the Spirit

The greatest prophet, John the Baptist,

said, "
| indeed baptize you in water unto
repentance, but He that cometh
after me shall baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and with fire." Matt.
3:11, Mark 1:8 ; Luke 3:16 ;John
1:26.

After His resurrection, our Lord Jesus
referred to this promise when He com-
manded Hisdisciples not to depart from
Jerusalem but to wait for the promise
from the Father, “ for John truly bap-
tized with water, but ye shall be baptized
with the Holy Spirit not many days
hence."

The word "baptize" is an untrandated
Greek word meaning to immerse.

Paul in 1 Corinthians 12:13 refers to
this baptism of the Holy Spirit. Let us
examine these scriptures and bring to
light just what this word, “baptize’
means. When John said, "He shall bap-
tize you with the Holy Spirit", he was
referring to the Eterna Life which
Christ made it possible for manto re-
ceive. John is comparing his ministry
to that of Christ's. The baptism that he
himself brings is physical, it does not
touch the spirit, the real source of the
problem of man. John essentialy is
saying, "l baptize the physical body
with water, but He shall immerse the
spirit with the Holy Spirit and out of
that immersion shall come the new
birth, man shall begin anew life."

It wasfor thisnew birth that Christ was
to bring, that the disciples weretold to
tarry in Jerusalem (Acts 1:5). TheHoly
Spirit could not cometo impart thelife
of God to man's spirit until Christ had
been glorified, or until the redemption
had been made complete (Col. 3:10).
In His glorification Christ was made a
“quickening spirit,” or alife-giving spir-
it and so was ableto passon Hislifeto
others. Itishard for many in the church
to understand, that It was not until the
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Day of Pentecost that the discipleswere
born again and because of this, many
cannot grasp the full treasures of His
riches. While many of the discipleshad
enough God given faith to believe ON
Christ, it was not until Christ finished
Hiswork of perfecting faith, that there
was a faith that would put man IN
Christ.

Let usnow examine 1 Corinthians 12:13
to seeif thisrefersto man’sbeing born
again?

"For by one Spirit are we all bap-
tized into one body, whether we be
Jews or Gentiles, whether we be
bond or free; and have been all
made to drink into one Spirit.”
(1Cor 12:13)

When does a man become a member
of the body of Christ? Itiswhen heis
born again. The baptism into the body
of Christ isthe birth into that body.

For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on
Christ. (Gal 3:27)

This refers unmistakably to the new
birth for we aretold in Rom 8:9, "Now
if any man have not the Spirit of Christ,
heis none of his."

HOW DO | RECEIVE THE SPIRIT?

The Holy Spirit is received by faith.
Thisistaught very emphatically by the
scriptures.

This only would | learn of you,
Received ye the Spirit by the works
of the law, or by the hearing of
faith? (Gal 3:2)

That the blessing of Abraham might
come on the Gentilesthrough Jesus
Christ; that we might receive the

promise of the Spirit through faith.
(Gal 3:14)

What is Faith? Faith is nothing more
nor nothing less than acting upon the
word of God. Acting upon the word
of God is taking the word of God as
sufficient evidence above al other ev-

idence. Theword of God declaresthat
the Heavenly Father will givethe Holy
Spirit to His children who ask Him. If
we ask in faith, that is acting upon His
Word, and we shall receive the Holy
Spirit. We ask Christ to comeinto our
livesand fill us, then we act upon that
word which says that we will receive
Him when we ask, thanking Him for
coming into our lives; and God must
make that WORD good. (Luke 11:13)

Nowherein theword of God isit taught
that we should look upon speaking in
tongues as evidence that the Holy Spirit
has filled us. The book of Acts is a
historical account. It tells of peoplewho
spokein tongues when they werefilled
with the Holy Spirit. (Acts 2:4, Acts
10:46 Acts 19:6). The only evidence
for the new creation istheword of God.
Speaking intonguesisaphysical man-
ifestation, but we do not live after the
flesh but by the Spirit of God working
through His word.

A man is born again when he says, "I
have eternal life because | have met the
conditions of the Word and the Word
declaresit.” A man is healed when he
says, "I am healed because the Word
declares, "by Hisstripes| am healed.”
Prayer isanswered when we thank Him
for the answer because the word de-
clares that what we ask, we shall re-
ceivel So aso, the Holy Spirit comes
into our liveswhen we say, "I havethe
Holy Spirit because the Father has
promised to givethe Holy Spirit to them
that ask."

When we walk in our new confession
wewill fulfill the command, "Heal the
sick, cleansethelepers, raisethe dead,
cast out devils: freely ye have received,
freely give." (Mathew 10:8).
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The Books Opened

Continued from page 2

they held: And they cried with a
loud voice, saying, How long, O
Lord, holy and true, dost thou not
judge and avenge our blood on
them that dwell on the earth? And
white robes were given unto every
one of them; and it was said unto
them, that they should rest yet for a
little season, until their fellowser-
vants also and their brethren, that
should be killed as they were,
should be fulfilled. (Rev 6:9-11)

Thisfifth seal representsthe beginning
of the pre-advent judgment. The history
of the church has been examined up to
this point and now, the focus moves
from what has happened to the church
on earth to what is happening to the
churchin heaven. In heaven, therecord
of the church is examined under this
seal. Of course, dead people cannot cry
for vengeance, thereisno consciousness
or awareness when one is dead, but
here, God symbolizes the fact that the
life's records of these dead Christians
demand justice. They were treated as
criminals and murdered for their faith
and the judgment demonstratesthat they
were God’ strue people, the best of the
best. They are given white robes.

White robes signify the righteousness
of Christ. No one may becomerighteous
when heisdead, so it isclear that this
representsthe fact that in the judgment,
they are DECLARED righteous, they
are SEEN asrighteous, they are publicly
vindicated in heaven, but the actud
experience will have to wait a while,
because at thispoint there are ill other
Chrigtianswho will aso be put to death.
God will avenge the murders of His
people, but He will wait until al the
issuesarefinally settled before He acts.

And | beheld when he had opened
the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a
great earthquake; and the sun be-
came black as sackcloth of hair,
and the moon became as blood:;
And the stars of heaven fell unto the
earth, even as afig tree casteth her
untimely figs, when sheis shaken of
a mighty wind. And the heaven
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departed as a scroll when it is
rolled together; and every moun-
tain and island were moved out of
their places. (Rev 6:12-14)

When the sixth seal is opened thereis
aflurry of cosmic eventswhich happen
in rapid succession. There is a great
earthquake, the sun becomes black, the
moon turns to blood and the stars fall
from heaven. These are events which
have been mentioned several times be-
fore in other prophecies in the Bible.
Isaiah wrote about them (Isa. 13:10),
sodid Joel (Jod 2:31) and Jesus Himself
spoke of these things happening (Matt.
24:29) during the last moments of time
before His return.

Adventists generally believe that these
events have already occurred. They
identify the great earthquake astheLis
bon earthquake of 1755, the sun turning
to darkness and the moon to blood as
being fulfilled by the mysterious dark
day which covered much of North
Americain 1780, and thefalling of the
sarsasbeing fulfilled by theremarkable
meteorite shower which took place in
the year 1833. These were striking

events, yes, but thelast of them occurred
nearly two hundred years ago! We have
not yet seen the heavens departing as
ascroll and every mountain and island
being moved out of its place. The next
versetellsuswhat happenswhen these
events occur:

And the kings of the earth, and the
great men, and the rich men, and
the chief captains, and the mighty
men, and every bondman, and every
free man, hid themsalvesin the dens
and in the rocks of the mountains;
And said to the mountains and
rocks, Fall on us, and hide usfrom

the face of him that sitteth on the
throne, and from the wrath of the
Lamb: For the great day of his
wrath is come; and who shall be
ableto stand? (Rev 6:15-17)

In other words, these events are an in-
dication that “the great day of God's
wrath” hasarrived. Revelation 15:1 tells
us that God's wrath is filled up in the
seven last plagues, so when we seethese
events take place, then we know that
the seven last plagues are about to be
poured out. Thisiswhy it is clear that
these events have not yet been fulfilled
inthe primary sense. The historical ful-
fillment was something which seemed
to be avery good interpretation a hun-
dred and fifty years ago and no doubt,
God used it to strengthen the faith of
those earlier believersand to give them
courage and hope, but today, nearly
two hundred years later, those distant
events have very little ability to move
people with a sense of urgency. No,
these eventsareto befulfilled very soon
in rapid sequence and when we see
them taking place we will know beyond
ashadow of adoubt that we have come
to the very end of time.

THE SEALING OF 144,000

Aswe cometo the end of the sixth sedl,
those who flee to the rocks and moun-
tainsrecognizethat itistheday of God's
wrath and they ask a striking question:
“Who shall be able to stand?’ This
guestion is asked because God wants
us to think about it. The day of God's
wrath will be the most terrible period
in the history of this planet. It is the
timewhen God will withdraw His spirit
from the earth and abandon mankind
to the control of Satan, the master whom
they have chosen. Y e, this will be be-
forethereturn of Christ, so God' s peo-
plewill still remain on the planet during
thisdreadful time. It isagaingt this back-
ground that the question isasked, “who
shall be ableto stand.”

And after these things | saw four
angels standing on the four corners
of the earth, holding the four winds
of the earth, that the wind should
not blow on the earth, nor on the
sea, nor on any tree. And | saw
another angel ascending from the



east, having the seal of the living
God: and hecried with aloud voice
to the four angels, to whom it was
given to hurt the earth and the sea,
Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither
the sea, nor the trees, till we have
sealed the servants of our God in
their foreheads. (Rev 7:1-3)

Now we are introduced to a subject
which has caused a great deal of con-
troversy, it isthe subject of the 144,000.
The first thing which we need to con-
sider isthe context in which the 144,000
are first mentioned. It is evident that
the 144,000 represents God's church
during a certain time period, because
the seal s represent periods of time and
they are shown herein connection with
the opening of the seals. Some have
suggested that they represent individuals
from all ages, but when we understand
the time-sequence of the seven sedls it
isclear that thiscannot be. They all live
and are all sealed during one particular
period at the end of time.

The final sentence in chapter 6 gives
us the timing of the sealing. Here we
are presented with the striking question:
“the great day of his wrath is come;
and who shall be ableto stand?’ Chap-
ter 7 shows usthe sedling of the 144,000
as an answer to the question. God asks
the question to get our interest and to
focus our attention, then He gives us
the answer in chapter 7. The 144,000
are the ones who will be able to stand
during the great day of God's wrath.
So it is clear that they are sealed just
before that day, in order to be able to
stand at that time.

And | heard the number of them
which were sealed: and there were
sealed an hundred and forty and
four thousand of all thetribes of the
children of Israel. (Revelation 7:4)

WHO ARE THESE PEOPLE?

There are many different answers to
this question and of course, a lot of
debate. What we will do is examine a
few critical facts about these people
which should help usto cometo area
sonabl e conclusion about who they are.
Let ustake careful note of what follows
in this chapter:

First of all, John seesfour angels stand-
5

ing on thefour corners of the earth. An
angel comesflying from the east having
the sedl of God and heinstructsthe four
angels to hold back the winds, to not
allow the great trouble to break out on
the earth until God' s servants are sealed.
So natice, the great time of trouble can-
not come upon the earth until the
144,000 are sealed.

John HEARS the number of those who
are sed ed but he does not SEE them at
thispoint. Thisisimportant to note. All
the information which he receives about
the 144,000 is what he hears; he hears
the number of those who are sealed, he
hears that they are from the 12 tribes
of Isradl, but al he has seen so far are
four angels holding the winds and an-
other angel coming from the east.

Immediately after hearing the 144,000
described, John sees a group of people
standing before the throne of God.

After this | beheld, and, 1o, a great
multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kin-
dreds, and people, and tongues,
stood before the throne, and before
the Lamb, clothed with whiterobes,
and palmsintheir hands; (Revela-
tion 7:9)
Isthis a second group of people being
presented to John? No, it is the same
group seen from another perspective.
Remember, John did not see the
144,000, what he got was averbal de-
scription of the group. He heard avoice
giving him adescription. Having heard
about these people, the most logical
thing is that John is wondering, “who
are these people? Who are we talking
about here?’ God has aroused his curi-
osity and then immediately afterwards
God shows him the actual people. Itis
not two different groups, but the same
group.
What John hears, isnot aliteral descrip-
tion but asymbolic representation. They
are not from literal Israel, but spiritual
Israel. Thisis a coded description and
it needs to be interpreted accordingly.
So now, immediately after hearing this
symbolic description of the people, John
isgiven aliteral view of the same peo-
ple. Both descriptions are very different

and superficially, it seemsthat it cannot
be speaking of the same set of people,
but when we look more closdly it is
evident that both groups are the same.
One description is figurative and the
other isliteral.

The same method isused in Revelation
5:5,6 where avoicetells John to behold
the “Lion of the tribe of Judah,” but
when John looks he does hot seealion,
instead he sees aslain Lamb. What he
hearsis completely different from what
he sees, it seemsto be the exact opposite
and yet it is the same person. The au-
dible description depicts Jesus from
one perspective while the visible de-
scription shows Him from another per-
spective.

It isthe same with the group described
inRevelation 7. Spiritually, these people
arefromthetribesof Isradl, but literally
they arefrom dl nations, kindreds tribes
and tongues. How does John know
where they are from? He knows because
he sees them, he sees people from all
races, of all colors with different fea-
tures so he knows they are from al
nations. But the voice tells him that
they are from thetribes of Isragl, mean-
ing that spiritually, they are Israelites.

Similarly, they are said to be 144,000
in number, yet when John looks at them,
heisunableto count them. The number,
144,000 is again, a divine description.
It isafigurative number which describes
certain spiritual characteristics of these
people. Itisnot giving anumerical vaue
to the people in terms of how many
there are, but it isfocusing on the spir-
itual value of the people and thisvalue
isexpressed as anumber. Numbers of -
ten are used to indicate character values
in the Bible and especialy in the book
of Revelation. Two examples are the
numbers 7 and 12. 7 as we know, rep-
resents perfection or completeness,
while 12 is associated with the kingdom
of God.

THE KINGDOM PERFECTED

The number, 144,000 is the product of
12,000 multiplied by 12. 12 isthe num-
ber of thetribesof Isradl, it isthe num-
ber of the apostles of Chrigt, it is the
number of gates and foundations on the
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New Jerusalem. It isclearly associated
with the kingdom of Christ.

The significance of 144,000 then, is
that they are the perfect expression of
the kingdom of Christ. This kingdom
has been in existence for the past two
thousand years and has had its ups and
downs. The church/kingdom has never
been what God wants it to be, it has
never represented Him in the way it
should have. But now, at the very end,
just before the great tribulation, God's
kingdom finally has a perfect represen-
tation. The 144,000 isthe perfection of
what that kingdom stands for and this
iswhy the number, 144,000 is used to
represent them. It is not a statement of
how many peopletherearein thegroup,
but it istelling usthat they are the per-
fect manifestation of the kingdom of
Christ.

So how many people are there really?
Thisquestionismoreor lessirrelevant.
What doesit matter if there are 144,000,
or 144,000,000? How can thisinforma-
tion be of any value to any of us? God
is not interested in giving us data just
for the sake of curiosity.

John looks at the group and he describes
the number in a human way. He says
that no man can number them, but this
is not to say that they really cannot be
counted. Given enough time, any num-
ber can be counted. But the description
of an innumerable group is simply the
expression a person would use when
he sees a very large number of people
all standingin oneplace. Itisaphysical
description given by John, using a hu-
man term, “innumerable.” So the audi-
ble, or divine, symbolic description
says, 144,000. The visible, human, lit-
eral description says, “agreat multitude
which no man could number.”

One further indicator that they are the
same group isthe fact that this passage
is answering the question, “who shall
beableto standin thegreat day of God's
wrath?” There will not be two groups
standing in that time. The only people
who will be ableto stand arethose who
have the seal of the living God and it
iSONLY the 144,000 who are sealed.
Thereisno indication that anyone else
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is sedled. There are not two different
groups being focused on in this passage
because everything we seein this chap-
ter isaimed at answering the question,
“who shall be able to stand.” The re-
deemed of &l agesdo not belonginthis
chapter because they have nothing to
do with the end-time crisis. So again,
what we are seeing is one group of peo-
ple from two different perspectives.

And one of the elders answered,
saying unto me, What are these
which are arrayed in white robes?
and whence came they? And | said
unto him, Sr, thou knowest. And he
said to me, These are they which
came out of great tribulation, and
have washed their robes, and made
themwhitein the blood of the Lamb.
(Revelation 7:13-14)

One of the elders focuses John' s atten-
tion on the multitude standing before
thethrone. They arethe only oneswho
are seen wearing white robes. The ques-
tion is, who are these and where did
they come from? The answer is, they
arethe oneswho have come out of THE
great tribulation. The word, “the,” is
missing in the King James version, but
itispresent in the original Greek man-
uscripts. These peopleare not just Chris-
tians from al ages who have suffered
for the faith, no, these are Christians
who have specifically lived during the
time of the last great tribulation, THE
great tribulation. They have not only
come out of this crisis, but during that
terrible orded , they have “washed their
robes and made them whitein the blood
of the Lamb.” Their characters have
been purified and perfected by thistrial
and now they are afit representation of
Christ’ s kingdom.

Thisgroup, in fact, is the ultimate evi-

dence for Christ’s government, in the
judgment. This group is the evidence
that will vindicate Christ and His gov-
ernment and it is because of the testi-
mony given by their lives that Christ
will be given an everlasting kingdom.
They are the ultimate proof that His
systemworks. “Christin you,” produc-
es the best, the happiest people, those
fit to live eternaly. This is why they
are described as “the firstfruits unto
God.” They arethefirst part of the crop
whichistruly ready for the harvest and
they are the evidence which guarantees
that the rest of the harvest will be ac-
cepted.

One other point which should be noted
isthat the 144,000 are marked with the
sedl of God, they have the name of God
intheir foreheads (Rev. 14:1) and they
have the number of God (144,000).
They are the exact opposite of the rest
of theworld which at that time receive
the Mark of the Beast, the name of the
Beast and the number of the beast.

CARLFUAT

ANOTHER MYSTERY!

Here is a mystery as great as the
Trinity and built on the same foun-
dation:

How can one believe that Christ
truly lives in him and yet believe
that he needsthe written law and its
ceremonies in order to live arigh-
teous life? How can one profess to
possessthe living reality of the law
and yet cling to the written form?
Isthisnot avirtual denial of Christ?
To cling to the shadow when the
reality has arrived, isthis not to re-
ject God's great gift?

Many speak of the godhead, rejoice
intheliteral Sonship of Christ, claim
that Christ isthe holy spirit, but re-
ject the very essence of what that
meansto usin apractica way! When
will we start BELIEVING what we
PROFESS to believe?

May our Father have mercy on us.




What IsThe Truth?

Thisisafascinating question and itis
one which is sure to produce many
different answers. It isan age-old ques-
tion, perhaps made most famous by
Pilate, the Roman governor who asked
Jesus the question and then turned
away before he got an answer.

For most people truth is a statement
which expresses things which are not
false. It represents an accurate state-
ment of the facts concerning any par-
ticular subject. Thisdefinition of truth
is useful and has its place, but there
are severa biblical references which
clearly carry adifferent definition when
they speak of what is true, or what is
truth. These statements give a deeper
understanding of truth which is ex-
tremely relevant and necessary for us
to understand in light of the many con-
fusing doctrines which are floating
around in these last days.

Let uslook at Hebrews 8:2 for exam-
ple. The verse says:

Now of the things which we have
spoken this is the sum: We have
such an high priest, who is set on
the right hand of the throne of the
Majesty in the heavens; A minister
of the sanctuary, and of the true
tabernacle, which the Lord
pitched, and not man. (Hebrews
8:1-2)
Notice here that it saysthat Jesusisa
minister of the TRUE tabernacle. Usu-
aly, wethink of the opposite of “true,”
asbeing, “fase.” With thisunderstand-
ing we would have to conclude that
the tabernacle pitched by Moses and
thetemple built by Solomon werefase
temples. But is this what Paul is sug-
gesting when he refersto the heavenly
temple asbeing the “true” tabernacle?
The obvious answer isno, God did not
instruct Moses to build something
which was false. The comparison
which Paul is making is between the
reality versus the representation. The
real thing versusthe model, the antitype
versusthetype. Herefersto theredity

as “the true”’ tabernacle. The one built
by Moses was not false, but it was not
the true one, it was not actual redlity,
it was only a model. Clearly, this is
what Paul is saying and he makes it
even more clear in Hebrews 9:24.

For Christ is not entered into the
holy places madewith hands, which
are the figures of the true; but into
heaven itself, now to appear in the
presence of God for us: (Hebrews
9:24)
There are severa other statements in
the New Testament, concerning the
truth, which carry the same meaning.
We have often misunderstood these
passages and missed the tremendous
message in them because we have not
understood what was meant by the
“truth,” asreferred to in those passages.
Let uslook at some of these passages
substituting the word “real,” for the
word “true,” and the word, “redlity,”
for the word, “truth.”

For the law was given by Moses,
but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. (John 1:17)

Grace and reality came by Jesus Christ.
The full impact of this statement can
be grasped when we look at what this
reality is contrasted with. The law was
given by Moses (or through Moses),
but wasit thereality? Did the law deal

with real things? This is the point of
the passage and the answer isaresound-
ing “no.” Thelaw had “only a shadow
of good things to come (Heb. 10:1).”

The law was made up of shadows and
representations, things which were not
theredlitiesthemselves. It wasintended
to point to greater realities. Thesereal-
ities (truth) came by Jesus Christ. So
the law was not the truth (the redlity),
this reality only came when Jesus ar-
rived as the fulfillment of the entire
system of the law. With this understand-
ing in mind we are better ableto appre-
ciate what Jesus meant when He said:

Jesus saith unto him, | am the way,
the truth, and the lifee no man

cometh unto the Father, but by me.
(John 14:6)

The Jawsidentified themselves by the
law. 1t would not be too much of an
exaggeration to suggest that they al-
most worshiped the law. Their entire
relationship with God was defined by
thelaw. Thiswasthe main reason why
they scorned and despised the Gentiles
and refused to believe that they could
be saved. As Paul said of them,

Behold, thou art called a Jew, and
restest in the law, and makest thy
boast of God, (Romans 2:17)

This was the picture into which Jesus
stepped and declared, “| am the way,
the REALITY and the life.” He was
declaring Himsdlf to be thetrue avenue
to God, theredlity of thereconciliation
with God which they had never pos-
sessed in the law! All they had ever
possessed before He came was illus-
tration, form, representation. He Him-
self wastheredlity, the truth to which
all those illustrations had pointed.

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily,
verily, | say unto you, Moses gave
you not that bread from heaven;
but my Father giveth you the true
bread from heaven. (John 6:32)

This is why it is so disheartening to
find professing Christians today, fo-
cused on the law and determined to
bring Christianity back under the yoke
of the law, seeking God by means of
the illustration and type which was
long, long ago replaced by thereality!
This is amazing and heaven must be
astonished to seeit. Man's condemna-
tionisthat lightiscomeinto theworld,
reality iscome, but men love darkness
and illustration more than they love
the light and the reality.

God is not pleased when we approach
Him by means of the worship system
of the former age. This was Jesus
message to the Samaritan woman who
had adifficulty in discerning the great
difference between form and reality.
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But the hour cometh, and now is,
when the true worshippers shall
worship the Father in spirit and in
truth: for the Father seeketh such
to worship him. (John 4:23)

Notice His emphasis on worshiping in
truth (in reality). God the Father is ac-
tually looking for people who worship
in keeping withwhat isreal. God isnot
aGod of form and illustration although
He used those things in a temporary
system for a while. But it was never
His ideal and when Jesus arrived, the
hour had come when the TRUE wor-
shipers, the genuine ones, would wor-
ship Him in spirit and in truth. They
would worship in accordance with the
reality of the omnipresent God they
were worshiping, they would worship
in truth. They would approach God by
thingswhich arereal, not shadows and
illustrations and types. These are the
people God is seeking to worship Him,
thisisthe kind of worship which pleases
God.

And ye shall know thetruth, and the

truth shall make you free. (John

8:32)
It isthe truth, or the REALITY which
sets us free — free from sin, free from
condemnation. Theinformation which
we often define astruth, does not really
set peoplefree. Thereare millionswho
have the theory of truth, theinformation
contained in correct doctrine, but who
are till endaved by sin’s power. It
seemsasif Jesus statement isnot true,
but this is because we have misunder-
stood His statement. It is not doctrines
which set us free from sin, it is the
reality of those doctrines, it is “the
truth,” which setsusfree, and thereality
of those doctrines, the redlity of the
truth is Christ Himself. It isonly when
we know Him and possess Him, that
thetruth makes usfreefrom sin, because
itisonly through He Himself dwelling
in us that we can ever overcome the
power of sin.

Thisiswhy we MUST understand that
the holy spiritisthe very life of Christ
Himself. It is not simply the teachings
concerning Chrigt, it is not just thein-
formation which Christ Has given us.
If we do not receive the REALITY of
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new life itself by receiving the resur-
rected, redeemed life of Christ, then we
can never befreefrom sin’s power and
condemnation.

He that saith, | know him, and
keepeth not his commandments, is
a liar, and the truth is not in him.
(1 John 2:4)

For thetruth's sake, which dwelleth
in us, and shall be with usfor ever.
(2 John 1:2)

When aman does not walk in the com-
mandments of Christ, what isHis prob-
lem? Is it that he does not know the
words of Christ? Isit that he does not
know the doctrines of Christ? Not at
al, he must know the commandments
of Christ or €lse he cannot be blamed
for not keeping them. But what is the
problem of such aperson? The problem
is, “the TRUTH isnot in him!” Hedoes
not possess the reality of what he pro-
fesses to believe, he does not possess
the redlity of the commandments. The
TRUTH (Christ) isnotin Him! Thisis
the bottom line.

Today, we are hearing that it is not
Christ Himsdlf who livesin His people.

Someareinsisting that it is pantheistic
to suggest that Christ Himself livesin
His people! Thisisamazing to the point
of being frightening. What are we |eft
with if Christ does not dwell in His
people? We are left with doctrines and
teachings, nothing more. We are left
with theillustration, theform, the husk,
but we arewithout the REALITY! This
is a guaranteed formula for spiritua
death, a guarantee that we will have
nothing but dry legalism. The experi-
ence of the Jewswill be our only legacy,
that of a people who had all the infor-
mation that heaven could give, but who
neither knew, nor recognized, nor re-
ceived their God, but instead, crucified
Him in the person of His Son, and re-
jected Him in favor of acriminal.

Thereismuch confusioninthe Chrigtian
world today and unhappily, it thrives
among those who claim to be “reform-
ers.” But now, as aways, the fact re-
mains unchangeable: “Y ou shall know
the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” May Christ beal, and in all.
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Abiann and Alanda

2016 started out in the best possible
way for us here at Restoration Min-
istries. Two young ladies whom we
have watched grow up from babies
to young ladies decided to commit
their lives to Christ. Alanda Gayle
and Abbian Teape were baptized on

the third day of January, 2016.

Baptism at Alligator Pond

It was a beautiful calm morning at
Alligator Pond. The fearsome name
of the place did nothing to dampen
our spirits as a few of us gathered
together to witness the watery death
and resurrection of our two young
sisters. The joy which they felt was
evident and was a reflection of the
satisfaction we all felt at seeing the
commitment made by these young
sisters.

Abiann is still in high school and
Alanda started university last Sep-
tember. They will meet with snares
on every side, but thank God for the
victory whichisin Christ. Let uslift
up these young sisters continually.
Y our prayers will be much appreci-
ated.




The Covenants Confusion

There is something very wrong with
the way many Seventh-day Adventists
understand the two covenants. There
is one basic misconception which lies
a theroot of al theerrorsanditisthis:

Most are locked into the idea that the
law is at the heart of the covenants and
that it is the focus of the covenants.
This is very far from the truth as re-
veded intheword of God. Thetruthis
that JESUS is at the heart of the cove-
nants and in fact, He Himself is the
focus and meaning of the covenants.

The false concept goes something like
this: God wanted man to keep Hislaws,
therefore He commanded man to keep
them with the promisethat if they kept
them, He would bless them and give
them eterna life. However, man did
not keep his part of the bargain, so God
promised that He would give them a
new covenant whichisreally not anew
covenant, but actually, the same cove-
nant. The only difference is that now
God has showed His love clearly by
giving His Son to die, so out of grati-
tude, those who respond to that love
will now keep the laws and will thus,
be partakers of the covenant.

You seg, it is all focused on the law,
the law is the goal, the law is the pur-
pose of the covenants. The law is the
thing which is of supreme importance.
This is false in many ways. Can any
honest and unbiased person read the
New Testament and really cometo such
aconclusion?

Notice also that in this teaching, the
only difference with the coming of Jesus
iswhat He taught and what He demon-
strated by Hisdeath. Jesus did not bring
more power, Jesus did not bring new
life, Jesus did not bring the new birth,
Jesus did not bring the kingdom of God,
Jesus did not bring a new covenant,
because (according to this teaching),
all these things were ALREADY
AVAILABLE during the time of the
Old Testament before Jesus came! This
isvery far from the truth.
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But thisisthe Bibletruth: The covenant
is God'’ s condition under which He es-
tablishes aredationship with His people.
Thiswas awaystheissue between God
and man — the broken relationship. Un-
der the Old Covenant, God did present
the law as a way by which man could
relate to Him. This was a temporary
means by which man could approach
God and seek Hisblessings. Therewas
no savation offered by thisrelationship,
it was not afamily relationship of Father
and children, rather it wastherelation-
ship of servantsand daves dealing with
amaster.

Reconciliation with God could never
be accomplished by that system, but
God entered into this relationship with
men, asastop-gap, asameans of having
a partial relationship with His people.
It was not the best, but it was the best
thing that could be done until the real
thing arrived.

Thereisonly ONE way to bereconciled
to God and it isthrough the gift, through
the way which God provides. Thelaw,
or the Old Covenant was given so that
men could know their own helplessness
and their need of God’sown life. It was
intended to point men to Christ.

The Old Covenant was not redlity, it
was not the truth. 1t was an illustration
of the true covenant which was to be
established with the coming of Christ.
It was ateaching tool to point to amuch
greater reality. That reality wasnot the
law! That redlity was JESUS CHRI ST!
It was never about thelaw, thelaw was

we have received Christ, the relation-
ship isrepaired, it does not depend on
keeping the law, it depends on our re-
ceiving Christ. It isnot about legalism,
it is about Christ our Righteousness.
The aim is not that the law should be
kept, the aim is that the relationship
with God should be restored. This is
what it isall about.

When we are in Christ we do walk in
harmony with the law, but this is not
the focus of the covenant. We walk in
harmony with the law because the law
isgood and God is good and the life of
Christ in usis good. Keeping the law
is only a by-product of the life which
we possess, it isnot the goal of that life.
Now that we have Christ we have found
the goal, we have found the purpose,
we have found the meaning. It is Jesus
who is the way, the truth and the life,
not the law.

“For the law was given by Moses,
but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ.” (John 1:17)

I hope those who read will see that |
am not saying the law isnot good, | am
not saying the law is abolished. But |
am saying emphatically that the law is
not the issue. Theissue is man’srela-
tionship with God, and Jesusistheway
by which that relationship is established,
not the law. Thisis my point. The law
does not belong where we have put it,
only Christ belongs there.

only the tool used to make the point, it

was always about Christ! Thisis what
|saiah expressed very clearly:

“| the LORD have called thee in
righteousness, and will hold thine
hand, and will keep thee, and give
thee for a covenant of the people,
for a light of the Gentiles;” (Isa
42:6)

Jesus is God's covenant. Jesus is the '

way of restoring the broken relationship  ~

between God and His people. When
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Hemp: The Goodly Herb

Hemp is one of the oldest domesticated
cropsknownto manand every bit of this
ancient plant is useful and valuable. It
isnot only used for rope, but for textiles,
auto parts, cosmetics, dynamite, sup-
plements, food, and medicine. The
plant’ s botanica nameis Cannabissa-
tiva but there are countless varieties
that fall into further classificationswith-
in the species Cannabis Sativa. Hemp
is not to be confused with the close
relative of the herb Cannabis that is
widely used as a drug, commonly
known as marijuana.

THREE MAIN TYPES

¢ Cannabis Sativa — This herb in
the Cannabaceae family has been cul-
tivated for centuries for use as an in-
dustrial fiber, seed oqil, food, drug,
medicine, and spiritua tool. Mostly
used for itslong fibers, each part of the
plant is harvested differently, depending
on the purpose of its use.

e Cannabislndica—Thisplant spe-
cieisof the genus Cannabis, but sepa-
rate from Cannabis sativa, and
originating in the Hindu Kush Moun-
tains. It is used to induce deep. The
plant is described as relatively short
and conical with dense branches and
short, broad leaves, while Cannabis
sativa is tall with fewer branches and
long, narrow leaves.

* CannabisRuderalis— This plant
isthought to be a cannabis speciesorig-
inating in central Asig, it flowersearlier,
is much smaller, and can withstand
much harsher climatesthan either Can-
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Lenworth Frankson

nabis indica or Cannabis sativa. This
species is used primarily for food
production, such as hemp seeds and
hemp seed ail.

As mentioned earlier hemp is some-
timescalled “ marijuana” but although
hemp and marijuana come from the
same plant species, Cannabis sativa,
they are noted differences between the
two plants. The marijuanaplant is bred
for its potent, resinous glands (known
astrichomes). Thesetrichomes contain
high levels of a substance called tetra-
hydrocannabinol or (THC). THC is
the psychoactive component of mari-
juanathat makesyou feel " stoned" or
“high” This is the plant that is most
known for its psychoactive properties.

In addition, both plants contain another
compound called cannabidiol (CBD),
which has medicinal properties but the
amount of CBD differsgreatly between
the two. While CBD has certain psy-
choactive propertiesit does not produce
a“high”.

HEALTH BENEFITS OF HEMP

One of the under-appreciated benefits
of hemp is as a food source. Hemp
seeds are aso known, as"hemp hearts,”
and arerichin healthy fats, protein, and
minerals. Hemp seeds are usually con-
sumed after the hard outer shell isre-
moved, leaving just the soft, creamy
"heart" behind. The seedshaveadight
nutty flavor, making them incredibly
versatilefor use in cooking, baking, or
for adding to smoothies and salads.
Hemp seeds are composed of morethan
30 percent healthy fats, including the
essential plant-based omega-3 fatty ac-
ids. According to research published
in Nutrition & Metabolism, dietary
hemp seed is:

“...Particularly rich in the omega-6 fatty
acid linoleic acid (LA) and aso con-
tains elevated concentrations of the
omega-3 fatty acid a-linolenic acid
(ALA).”

Thesefatty acidsareideal for ahealthy
diet. Thelinolenic acid found in hemp
seedsisanti-inflammatory. Hemp seeds
also contain another linolenic acid,
which supportsthe normal function and
growth of cells, nerves, muscles, and
organs throughout our bodies.

PLANT-BASED PROTEIN

With all of the essential amino acids
and an amount of protein similar to
beef (by weight), hemp seeds are an
excellent form of plant-based protein.
Two to three tablespoons of hemp seeds
provides about 11 grams of protein,
complete with the amino acids lysine,
methionine, and cysteine. Two main
proteinsfound in hemp seeds are albu-
min and edestin. These proteinsarerich
in essentia amino acids, comparable
to soy and egg white. Thesetwo primary
proteinsfound in hemp seeds can assist
the body in repairing damaged DNA
that it is otherwise incapabl e of fixing
on its own. Edestin protein, which is
only found in hemp seeds, hasamakeup
similar to blood plasma and has been
shown to promote a healthy immune
system as well as eliminate stress. Its
counterpart, Albumin protein, assists
in maintaining the strength of tissues
that hold the body together.

Approximately 65% of the protein in
hemp seed is made up of the protein
Edestin. Hemp's edestin content is
among the highest of all plants. Hemp
protein is also a compl ete source of all
20 known amino acids including the 9
essential amino acids (EAAS), which
our bodies cannot produce. Edestin aids
digestion, isrelatively phosphorus-free
and considered the backbone of the
cell'sDNA.

Hemp proteinisalso very easy to digest
compared to other types of proteins.
Hemps seeds are about 25 percent pro-
tein and also provide nutrientsincluding
vitamin E, phosphorus, potassium, mag-
nesium, sulfur, calcium, iron, and zinc.
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In its raw form, hemp has the second
highest amount of protein of any
food (soy being the highest). However,
because the hemp seed’ s protein resem-
bles more closely the protein found in
human blood, itismuch easier to digest
than soy protein.

Studies have shown that the consump-
tion of raw hemp seeds can aso help
to lower blood pressure and cholesteral,
accelerate  weight loss, improve
one’'s immune system, control blood
sugar levels, and even reduce inflam-
mation. This makes hemp seeds ex-
tremely nutritious. The hemp for food
industry is growing rapidly and has
increased over 300 percent, to an esti-
mated 25,000 products, in the past few
years. Hemp seeds can be eaten whole,
pressed into oil, or ground into flour
for baking.

HEART HEALTH

Hemp seeds contain many heart-hedthy
compounds, including the amino acid
“argining” . Arginine has been shown
to enhance blood flow and help in the
maintaining of optimal blood pressure.
In the body, the arginine changes into
nitric oxide (NO). Nitric oxideisapow-
erful neurotransmitter that helps blood
vessels relax and also improves circu-
lation. Nitric oxide signals the smooth
muscle cells in your blood vessels to
relax so that the vessels dilate and the

blood flows more freely. Insufficient
nitric oxide in the body can increase
the risk for coronary artery disease.
Research has also shown that hemp
seeds may help reduce blood pressure,
decrease the risk of blood clots aswell
as boost recovery after a heart attack.

SKIN HEALTH
Fatty-acid deficiency can manifest in
a variety of ways and common skin
problems such as eczema, thick patches
of skin, and cracked heels are among
them. Hemp seeds are arich source of
omega-6 to omega-3 fatty acids. Re-
search now suggests that hempseed oil
may improve and aid in the healing of
many skin symptoms of dermatitis and
therelief from eczema.

DIGESTION

Whole hemp seeds contain both soluble
and insoluble fiber, which may support
digestive health and more. Soluble fiber
dissolvesinto agel-liketexture, helping
to slow down the digestion. This helps
usto feel full longer and is one reason
why fiber may help with weight control.
Insolublefiber on the other hand, does
not dissolve at all and helps add bulk
to our stool. Fiber is essential because
it helps our food to move through your
digestivetract more quickly for healthy
elimination. Fiber plays an essentia
role in your digestive, heart, and skin
health, and may improve blood sugar

control, weight management, and more.
One other important thing to remember
isthat only whole hemp seeds contain
high amounts of fiber; the de-shelled
hemp seeds or "hearts' contain very
little fiber.

Hemp is definitely a plant that is so
versatile and packed with health bene-
fits, we ought to be using it much more.
Around the globe, hemp has been used
for centuriesto make rope, wax, paper,
cloth, and fuel. It has also been proven
to be ahealthy food source. Nutrition-
aly, the seeds of the plant are one of
the most compl ete sources of vitamins,
minerals, protein, essential fatty acids,
and antioxidants. The seeds do offer a
high quality protein source with an ami-
no acid profilethat exceeds many meat
and dairy-based protein sources. The
results of a recent Chinese study on
hemp seeds showed that the protein
content was higher than most grains
and nuts and the concentrations of un-
saturated fats was in excess of 90%,
much more than most vegetable oils.
Theresults of this study really setsthe
bar for hemp seed and indicates that
hemp seeds definitely one of the most
nutritious foods available. Let's
start eating more of it!

Still some way to go on the outside

Restoration Ministries Campsite

L

Looking much better on the inside
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Campmeeting Notice

By the time you receive this newsletter it will be almost
time for our campmeeting here in Jamaica. It promises to
be not only a very spiritualy uplifting time, but also an
exciting time filled with good fellowship.

Speakers from overseas will include Ken Corklin (accom-
panied by his wife Denise) and Lenworth Frankson. In
addition, however, thisyear we havetheblessing of brethren
coming from Europe. Brothers Oliver Meyer from Germany
and Vlad Ardeias from Romaniawill be here and possibly
Brother Janos Santa from Hungary.

Asusual the campmeeting will be held on the Easter week-
end. We begin on the evening of Thursday, March 24 and
will continue until mid-day, Monday, March 28. Thiswill
be the second year at our own campsite, but thisyear it will
be much better than last year. We will have a very nice
meeting room and the bathroomswill be more comfortable
than they were last year.

Like last year, the meeting room will be re-arranged at
night to make room for sleeping bags and foam mattresses.
Married couples who wish to sleegp together are encouraged
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to bring your own tents or to make other arrangements.

Please bring your own sleeping gear, including foam mat-
tresses where possible. We do not have these available.

We encourage all who are able to come to make every
effort to attend. All can seethat we areliving in momentous
times and we should neglect no opportunity of preparing
ourselves for what is coming.

For more information and for directions to the campsite
contact us:

Email: info@restorationministry.com
vidclay@gmail.com
howiewillie@gmail.com

Phone.  (876) 603-0821
(876) 361-8555

Overseas: 1 (304) 932-4543
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