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|sFeast-K eeping Wrong?

INTRODUCTION

The Worldwide Church of God was a
feast-keeping church which also kept
the Sabbath. It was founded by Herbert
W. Armstrong. When he died in 1986
the church abandoned many of his
teachings and many of its disillusioned
members looked for somewhere eseto
worship. Some of them found refugein
the Adventist community and the wide-
spread outbreak of feast-keeping in
Adventism roughly coincides with this
period when there was this fracturing
of the Worldwide Church of God.

Over theyears quitea number of groups
have arisen, both within and outside of
the organized Seventh-day Adventist
church, which have embraced feast-
keeping. These groups have attempted
to givefeast-keeping an “ Adventist fla-
vor” by trying to justify feast-keeping
with statements from Ellen White and
other Adventist pioneers. Of course, it
is difficult to understand the reasoning
in such an approach when we consider
the fact than neither Ellen White nor
any of the SDA pioneers were feast-

keepers!
Thecritical question however, isthis: Is
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feast-keeping wrong? Is there some-
thing about the practice which makesiit
inherently wrong for Christians to ob-
serve these times today, and if so, what
exactly is the reason why it is wrong?

| have watched the growth of feast-
keeping within the Adventist commu-
nity over the past twenty years and at
first, | viewed it as aharmless peculiar-
ity which people were free to practice
if they so chose. | didn't believe it was
something which was a necessity for
Chrigtiansto practice, but | saw no harm
in people doing it if they fet like doing
it. | believed thisand | said as muchin
earlier statements.

However, as time passed | had reason
to examine the gospe more carefully
and to look at the principles underlying
feast-keeping. | gave closer study to
Paul’ swritings especially, and it was not
long before | changed my mind about
feast-keeping. Today, | no longer be-
lieve it is a harmless practice. Careful
study of the principles of thegospd has
led meto the conclusion that feast-keep-
ing isadenial of thework and ministry
of Christ and is a practice which indi-
cates that a person has not fully ac-
cepted what God did for usin Christ.

IMPORTANT IDEAS AND PRINCIPLES

In His work of saving the human race,
God's plan movesalongatimdine. This
timeline is very clearly shown in the
Bibleand it is demonstrated in the fact
that the Bible itsdf is divided into two
sections, according to time periods, the
time before Christ and the time after
Christ.

Even these two divisions have further
timedivisionswithinthem. For example,
there was the period before the flood.

That entire world was destroyed and a
new beginning made afterwards. Then
there was the period from Noah to
Abraham before God called a particu-
lar family group to beHis specia people
Therewas the period from Abraham to
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai,
from Sinai to the coming of Christ, then
from Christ to the present time.

Some have referred to these time peri-
ods as “dispensations,” and there are
some religious groups which teach that
God has had different methods of sav-
ing people during these different dis-
pensations. Thisisclearly afalseteach-
ing. There has never been more than
one way of saving men, and that one
way has always been by grace, through
faith in Jesus Christ, God's Son. How-
ever, thisisnot to say that God has not
related to people in different ways in
different ages. Although God has had
only one way of saving men, He has
related to them in different way at dif-
ferent times. Some have rgected this
idea because they associate it with the
error that God saves men in different
ways. But it is unreasonable to deny
what is true, simply because somebody
has taken that truth and associated it
with error. It is not possible to read the
Bible through honest eyes, without rec-
ognizing these changes which took place
over the ages.
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How does all this relate to the issue of
feast-keeping? In order to understand
where feasts fall in this picture, we
must first understand the two great di-
visions of time, the two major ages in
God's timdline. These two ages are the
age of the law and the age of the king-
dom. | refer to these as the two major
ages because almost the entire Bible
deals with these two ages and the very
divisions of the Bible into the Old Tes-
tament and the New Testament is an
acknowledgment of the significance of
these two ages. The Old and the New
Testament represent two great systems
by which men interacted with God.
These Testaments or covenants did not
represent two different ways by which
men could be saved, but rather, two dif-
ferent ways by which God interacted
with men.

This Old Covenant system was often
referred to as “the law,” or the “law
and the prophets. It was the system of
government based on the law given at
Mount Sinai. Thisrelationship with God
was defined by this law of Sinai and
the relationship was referred to as “the
Old Covenant.” (2 Cor. 3:4-6; Gal. 4:24-
26)
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The apostle Paul tels us that the Old
Covenant system was a “shadow,” or
arepresentation, designed by Godto be
anillustration of a greater reality. This
was its entire purpose.

For the law having a shadow of
good things to come, and not the
very image of the things, can
never with those sacrifices which
they offered year by year continu-
ally make the comers thereunto
perfect. (Hebrews 10:1)

This was not speaking only of some
aspects of the law; it was the entire
system which contained only “a
shadow of good things to come.” Ev-
erything in it was representative of fu-
turerealities. It isimportant that we un-
derstand this, the system of thelaw was
a complete package, it was a system of
government as well as a teaching tool,
designed to be a means by which God
interacted with His peopleduring a cer-
tain period of time. The law was lim-
ited to that period and no part of it was
intended to continue to bein force after
that time period passed. When the new
system began, the old system ended.
Conversdy, as long as the old system
was in force, the new system was not
applicable. Paul says,

The Holy Ghost this signifying,
that the way into the holiest of all
was not yet made manifest, while
as the first tabernacle was yet
standing: (Hebrews 9:8)

In that he saith, A new covenant,
he hath made the first old. Now
that which decayeth and waxeth
old is ready to vanish away. (He-
brews 8:13)

HOW IMPORTANT IS THIS ISSUE?

This is by no means a minor issue. If
God'swork movesalong atimelinethen
itiscritical that we understand how God
operates at each point in time. A failure
to understand this means that we will
fail to fulfill His purposes for usin our
age, and ultimatdy that wewill misrep-
resent Him and possibly jeopardize our
salvation.

It is easy to demonstrate this point: At
one time physical circumcision was a
sign of a saving relationship between
God and His people. Everybody knows

that there is no virtue in circumcision
itsdf and that this is a practice which
God does not require today. In fact, if
one practices circumcision today as a
religious obligationit is a sign of apos-
tasy. Yet at one time it was absolutely
imperative that God's people should
demonstrate their relationship withHim
by practicing circumcision. The Bible
tellsusthat Moses' lifewas even threat-
ened by an angd of God because he
failed to circumcise his son (Exodus
4:24-26).

Another example is the way we relate
to the offering of animal sacrifices to-
day. It was God who required the of-
fering of animal sacrifices, but if a
Christian wereto practice this today;, it
would not only demonstrate a terrible
ignorance of God's purposes, but would
be adirect insult to Jesus Christ and an
indirect assault upon the Christian faith.

Many of those who advaocate the keep-
ing of feast days, deny that thereisthis
timelinein God's program. They insist
that God has always interacted with
human beingsin the same way from the
days of Adam until today. They believe
that God's relationship with humanity
has never changed and that His method
of interacting with men has alwaysbeen
the same throughout all ages. Thisidea
isso contrary to the Scripturesthat it is
difficult to follow the reasoning which
leads to this conclusion. The Bible
clearly teaches that there was a time
when men were given a promise that
God would blesstheworld through Jesus
Christ. It teaches very clearly that this
blessing was not to be fulfilled until a
certain time. This blessing could not
come to the world until God’'s ap-
pointed time. The Bible also teaches
clearly that four hundred and thirty
years after God gave this promise, He
gave the law to the Isradlites at Mount
Sinai. This law was not given before
then, and even when it was given, it was
limited to a certain time period only. It
wastolast “till the Seed (Christ) should
come.” Gal. 3:19.

So before the law was given, God re-
lated to His people in a certain way.
After the giving of the law on Mount
Sinai, that relationship was different.
Now the relationship included many
rules, ceremonies and rituals which men



of God in previoustimes had never had
to practice or observe. But this was to
last, “till the Seed should come,” so
clearly, when the Seed arrived, the re-
lationship of God to His people would
go through another change.

This can be compared to the reation-
ship of parents to a child as he goes
through the different stages of deve-
opment. When he is a baby he has to
stay in the crib and sit on a high chair
while heis having his meals. Later on
he will be allowed to walk around but
heislimited to his own yard and cannot
go out the gate unless he has a guard-
ian. As he grows older, things change.
Now sometimes he may even be left at
home alone and the time comes when
he is mature enough so that he does not
need his parentsinterferingin hislifeat
all.

Thisisanillustrationwhich explainswhy
God's method of interacting with His
people changed from age to age. It had
to dowith the spiritual maturity level of
the people God was dealing with. He
designed programs to meset their state
of development at each point in time.

UNDERSTANDING THE LAW

As we view the timdine along which
God's program has progressed in His
work of saving mankind, we see that
everything falls into two packages: As
we saw earlier, these two packages are
referred to as the Old and the New
Covenants. However, the distinction
between these covenants is not simply
amatter of different time periods, there
aremorecritical differences. First there
was an age of illustration and promise,
and then there was the age when the
illustration becamereality and the prom-
isewas fulfilled.

These two packages are separated by
one great event which completely
changed the history of the world. That
great event was the life of Jesus Christ.
Theageof illustrationsfallsontheside,
before Christ. Since Christ came He
brought the reality which had been il-
lustrated in the former system. This
brought an end to these rituals. It was
not simply the end of some of the ritu-
als, but the end of the complete system
of ritualism. It was a great change to
the very way we approach God. We no

longer come through illustrations, but
directly through Christ Himsdf. The
daysof illustration and type have passed
away forever.

Soitisnot aquestion of what isalready
fulfilled and what isnat, it isaquestion
of whether we accept that through
Christ, God's method of interacting with
humanity has reached its highest point.
In other words, therdationship has been
perfected. Weare no longer at the place
where we interact with God through il-
lustrations and symbals, through second
hand devices. Today we come to God
simply by means of the living union
which we have with Him, through our
integration into the very life of Christ.

Having therefore, brethren, bold-
ness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Jesus, By a new and
living way, which he hath conse-
crated for us, through the veil,
that is to say, his flesh; (Heb
10:19-20)

This issue is important and cannot be
ignored because the continued practice
of theillustration at thistimeis a denial
that Christ isthefulfillment of the prom-
ise and thereforeit is diametrically op-
posed to the truth of what God did in
Christ. It is not a harmless practice
which should simply be ignored. Con-
sider therite of circumcision as an ex-
ample: Circumcision may be a harm-
less practice and in fact, it may even be
a good health practice. In the age of
the Old Covenant it was a necessary
part of the religious practice of God's
people. However, after the establishing
of the New Covenant at the death of
Christ, the outward ritual of circumci-
sion was replaced by theinward reality
of the new birth, or the circumcision of
the heart. Thosewho continued to prac-
tice circumcision as a rdigious ritual
after that point werein actual fact, re-
jecting the reality of the new birth. The
apostle Paul warned against thisin the
clearest language:

Sand fast therefore in the liberty
wherewith Christ hath made us
free, and be not entangled again
with the yoke of bondage. Behold,
| Paul say unto you, that if ye be
circumcised, Christ shall profit
you nothing. (Gal 5:1-2)

Thiswas true not only of circumcision,
but of every aspect of the system of
the law, so Paul continued by saying,

For | testify again to every man
that is circumcised, that he is a
debtor to do the whole law. (Gal
5:3)
This is because the illustrative system
called “the law,” has been entirely and
without reservation, totally abolished by
God. God no longer interacts with His
people by that method. Jewish believ-
ers continued to practice the ceremo-
nies of the law for many years after
Christ had died and been resurrected
and this was accepted by the early
Christian Church, becausethepractices
of the law were deeply ingrained into
the culture of the Jaws. However, the
practice of therituals of thelaw among
the Gentiles was seen as an evidence
that Christ was being rejected. Thisis
why Paul was so stern in his rebuke to
the Galatians.

THETEN COMMANDMENTS

Thelaw gave the basic outline of great
principles, great truths, but only in sym-
bals, shadows and representations. The
representation cannot equal the truth
which it represents, neither can it pro-
duce the effect which the truth pro-
duces. Therefore the law was repre-
sentational, nothing else! every aspect
of it represented something greater and
this was true even of the Ten Com-
mandments!

The ten commandments represented
the character of Christ, which is im-
parted to Christians by the spirit of
Christ. Thisspirit of Christ iswhat gov-
erns them and produces righteous
behaviour inthem. In Christ, wearenot
governed by ten legal statements. For
us, that system of government has been
abolished. This is exactly what the
apostle Paul tries to explain in the fol-
lowing passages:
Who also hath made us able min-
isters of the new testament; not of
the letter, but of the spirit: for the
letter killeth, but the spirit giveth
life. But if the ministration of
death, written and engraven in
stones, was glorious, so that the
children of Israel could not
stedfastly behold the face of
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Moses for the glory of his coun-
tenance; which glory was to be
done away: How shall not the min-
istration of the spirit be rather
glorious? (2 Corinthians 3:6-8)

The Ten Commandments are not equal
to the character of Christ. They are a
basic description of morality, but are
by no means equal to the height and the
depth and thebreadthwhichisin Chrigt.
Thisis why Jesus said (quoting the ten
commandments):

Ye have heard that it was said by
them of old time, Thou shalt not
commit adultery: But | say unto
you, That whosoever looketh on
a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her al-
ready in his heart. (Matthew 5:27-
28)

Theten commandments say, “thou shalt
not commit adultery,” which simply
means, “don’'t have sex with a person
who is not your spouse.” Thisis basic
morality, but isit good enough to repre-
sent true righteousness? No, of course
not. True righteousness is the nature
which does not even have the desire to
do suchathing. Canthe Ten Command-
ments produce this? Does it even de-
scribe this? The obvious answer is, no,
so when a person is governed by a sys-
tem of tenrules, hecan never riseabove
basic morality. Conformity to therules
becomes the cloak to cover inward cor-
ruption and hypocritical legalismisthe
inevitableresult. Thisiswhy theminis-
try of the letter has to be reected in
favour of the ministry of the spirit.

Of course, we do not deny that the Ten
Commandments tell the truth. It may
be only inabasic way, but it is still the
truth. Thisiswhy the spirit of Christ is
not contrary to the Ten commandments,
even though it is far superior to theten
rules.

It is the same with the feast days and
all aspects of the system of the law.
Everything represented a greater real-
ity. Each feast represented some event
in the Ministry of Christ. These feasts
were only symbols of something real,
they themseves were not the reality.
Thisiswhy they had to berepeated year
after year, because they never accom-
plished any real change in the people.
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Thank God, Jesusis thereality and He
fulfills the true meaning of the feasts,
so wedo not deal with the symbols any-
more, because now, we have the real-
ity inChrist.

But feast-keepers want to retain a re-
lationship with the form and the illus-
tration, even though Christ hascome as
the reality. They attach themselves to
the government of the Ten Command-
ments and use this as a hook by which
to attach themsdves to the feast days.
They hold to the idea that the rules of
the Ten commandments are still the
means by which God governs Christians
and then they try to link the feast days
to the ten commandments. On this ba-
sis they conclude that we are still obli-
gated to observe the feast days of the
law. But with the feast days, as with
the sacrifices and circumcision, and in
fact the entire system of the law, in-
cluding the ten commandments, we
move from symbol to reality.

But let us consider an important fact:
Moving from symbolismto reality with
the sacrifices and feast days means that
we stop practicing them. We no loner
carry out the rituals commanded in the
law, instead we involve our lives with
the redlity, that is, the true sacrifice,
Jesus Christ, and the true feast days,
the ministry of Christ in heaven.

But with the Ten Commandments it is
different. When we experience the
greater principle behind the Ten Com-
mandments this does not cancel the
practice of the ten, instead, it takes us
to a greater height than the rules, while
still carrying out the practices com-
manded in the rules. What do | mean
by this? | mean, the commandment
says, “thou shalt not kill.” 1 no longer
deal with this limited definition, but |
move on to something greater in Christ.
Thisgreater thingistheinbornprinciple
of sdfless love. Now, will this lead me
to kill others? No, of course not! The
result of this new system of government
isthat | rise above the rule, way above
it, I live by higher motivations and mor-
as, but this does not lead me to walk
contrary to the written law, it leads me
towalk in perfect harmony with it, but
at a much higher leve.

So it is clear that morality never

changes even when we deal with alim-
ited expression of it. It is also evident
that morality is not involved with ritual -
ismor ceremonialism, but hasto dowith
behaviour which is good in itsdf and
which isgood in all agesandin all cir-
cumstances. So even though the Ten
Commandments are a limited expres-
sion of morality, they are till atrue
expression of morality, and thereforethe
reality in Christ will always produce
behaviour in harmony with the Ten
Commandments.

Thereisonly ONE moral principlewhich
isnot naturally produced in a person by
the coming of the spirit of Christ and it
is the morality of Sabbath observance.
A personwill not know that God invites
His people to a special appointment on
the seventh day of the week unless he
is taught, and because of this, the mo-
rality of the Sabbath is not as easily es-
tablished as the other Ten Command-
ments. Neverthdess we need only ask
ourselves a few questions to demon-
strate that Sabbath observance is a
moral principle.

Is Sabbath observance something
which is eternally good, or is it some-
thing which is limited to the time of the
existence of sin? Was the Sabbath in-
troduced after sin came into the world
or was it instituted before? Was the
Sabbath command placed with thelaws
which were limited to time and place,
or was it included in the laws written
on stone, which are eternal in nature?
The answers are obvious. God is the
only one who knows what is eternally
good and He chose to unite the Sab-
bath command with a set of other rules
which are clearly eternal in nature. So
God's own actions as well as His com-
mands, demonstrate that Sabbath ob-
servance is a moral behaviour and is
therefore something which lastsforever.

THE APPEAL OF THE LAW
Finally, let us ask the question, why is
the observance of the ceremonies of the
law so appealing to so many today? The
answer isasimpleone, but also atrou-
bling one.

It is an indisputable fact that we only
keep on searching if we have not found
what we are looking for. The apostle

Continued on page 6



FactsAbout The Spirits

Oneissue which continues to challenge
bdieversisthe question of, what is the
spirit? This question becomes even
moreimportant when we recognizethat
the answer to this question affects how
we view the spirit of God. The apostle
Paul demonstrates that there is a clear
paralld between the spirit of God and
the spirit of man, so however we de-
fine the spirit, it will affect our under-
standing of both man and God.

For what man knoweth the things
of a man, save the spirit of man
which isin him? even so the things
of God knoweth no man, but the
Spirit of God. (1Cor 2:11)

Therearecertain fundamental concepts
which we need to clarify before we can
understand this issue. One of them is
that there are two different biblical un-
derstandings of what “spirit” is.

Thefirst understandingisthat theword,
“gpirit,” refers to a being who is not
made of flesh and blood, and who dwdlls
in arealm which is invisible and inac-
cessibleto human beings. In this under-
standing, God is a spirit and angels are
spirits. So are Satan and his angels.
(John 4:14; Heb. 1:24)

The second understanding is that each
intelligent being in the universe pos-
sessesa“ spirit.” Note carefully, beings
who are said to be spirits also possess
a spirit. They are spirits (spiritual be-
ings) but at the same time they possess
a spirit. So we may say that a spirit is
within a spirit. Human beings also pos-
sess a spirit. In this sense the “ spirit”
refers to a part of the individual which
ininvisible and intangible, but which is
very real. In a broad sense it refers to
themind, the personality, the character,
the identity of the person. (Dan. 2:1;
Luke 23:46; Job 32:8; 1 Cor. 2:11).

Let ustake careful note of the fact that
when we say a person possesses a
spirit, we are not referring to the spirit
of God or the holy spirit. Let us make
that point very clear because there are
some who bdlieve that the only spirit
which dwedllsin a person is the spirit of
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God, or the spirit of Satan. They also
believe that Jesus did not possess a
spirit of Hisown, but that the only spirit
in Him was the holy spirit of God the
Father. But this is not what we find in
the Bible inthe Bible, every intelligent
being possesses his own spirit. This
includes God the Father, Jesus Christ
and the angels. If God and Jesus pos-
sessed the same spirit, then it would
mean that they were actually the same
person, because, as was pointed out
before, a person’s spirit is His identity.

It is true that the spirit of God the Fa-
ther dwdlls in His children and that His
spirit isalso united with the spirit of His
Son Jesus Christ. However, this does
not canced thereality that the Father and
the Son are two different individuals
and therefore each possesses His own
Spirit.

Now it isimportant that we understand
that there is a difference between the
brain andthespirit. Thebrainisaphysi-
cal thing made up of atoms and mol-
ecules, flesh and blood. The spirit is a
non-physical thing. Nobody but God can
tel what it is made of, but God tells us
that it exists and it is something which
is just as real as our flesh and blood
brain. It is true that the spirit of a man
cannot operate independently of his
body, but it is the only part of a person
which may betranslated fromthisworld
to the next. Every part of us which is
physical, made up of flesh and blood is
subject to corruption and the Bibletells
us that either we will be resurrected
with different bodies, or these bodies
will be changed in the blink of an eyeat
thecoming of Jesus(1 Thess. 4:17). But
the spirits within us will not change at
that time Our identitieswill bethesame,
we will be the same persons, even
though every single physical compo-
nent will bechanged. Thismakesit very
clear that the spirit is not something
physical. It isapart of our being which
is not made up of flesh and blood. The
body will go back to the dust, including
thebrain, but thespirit will be preserved
by God, in an unconscious state, to be

placed in a new body in the resurrec-
tion. Thecritical component which sur-
vives both existences is the spirit.

SEVERAL VIEWS

TheBible presents several views of the
makeup of human beings. At times, the
terminology of thevariouswritersisnot
as precise as wewould likeit to be, be-
cause often, they were not dealing with
the same kinds of debates and ques-
tions which we are. In one place the
Bible gives the simple view of man as
being made up of body and soul. In an-
other place as body and spirit. In an-
other place as body, soul and spirit, and
in still another instance as heart, soul,
mind and strength, and there are till
other views.

However, the picture of the body and
spirit is the most simple and the most
consistent representation of man’s
makeup in the Bible. This is how we
explain the incarnation as well. Jesus
was the same person as Michad, not a
copy, even though all His power, His
knowledge, His memories, Hisglory, His
bodily form, were gone. He was the
same person, because it was the same
spirit which was in Michad which was
placed in the body of Jesus Christ in
the womb of Mary and as we already
showed, a person’s spirit is what con-
stitutes the person’s identity.

Some regard the spirit as simply being
a person’'s character. However, when
a person is born he does not yet pos-
sess a character, but he already pos-
sessesaspirit. TheBibletdlsusinmore
than one placethat this spirit within the
person is placed there by God (Eccl.
12:7; Zech. 12:1). Asaperson lives his
life he begins to develop a character,
anditistruethat this character becomes
an aspect of his spirit or his mind. A
character isthe sum of all life's experi-
ences, what we learn, what we do, our
environmental influences etc.

NATURE VS CHARACTER
A person is not born with a character,

Continued on page 7
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| sSFeast-kegping
Wrong?

Continued from page 4

Paul applies this truth and tdlls us that
the only reason why the people of God
continued to offer sacrifices over and
over, year after year was because the
sacrifices never provided what they
needed. When the one great sacrifice
arrived which supplied their need, then
they were done with those sacrifices
forever.

For the law having a shadow of
good things to come, and not the
very image of the things, can
never with those sacrifices which
they offered year by year continu-
ally make the comers thereunto
perfect. For then would they not
have ceased to be offered? be-
cause that the worshippers once
purged should have had no more
conscience of sins. (Heb 10:1-2)

But this man, after he had offered
one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat
down on the right hand of God;
From henceforth expecting till his
enemies be made his footstool.
For by one offering he hath per-
fected for ever them that are sanc-
tified. (Heb 10:12-14)

This same principle applies to the ob-
servance of feast days and to any of
the other practices of the law. The only
reason why a person would want to
observe feast days is because he has
not received the reality of those feasts,
which have been fulfilled in Christ and
provided for usin Him. Thereforefeast
keeping isan indication that one has not
received the benefits of the ministry of
Christ! Thisis the inescapable conclu-
sion.

Feast keeping is acceptable for those
who have not yet found Christ. Under-
standably the Jaws still practiceit along
with most of the other rituals and cer-
emonies of the law. They are still look-
ing for the Messiah so of course, they
are dtill dealing with the symbols and
not thereality. However, for those who
profess to be Christians, feast keeping
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TheGod—-Man

A nable race, once sons of God, was cursed and doomed by Adam'’s vice,
as scoundrels black, and hopeless scum, with everlasting death their pricel
The pawns and serfs of devils black, and evil hearts their bane at birth,
Corrupted seed, in chaos lost, the scourge and woe of fallen earth!

They stood alone, no hope to claim, condemned upon the edge of doom,
Reected, universal dross, timelessly lost in endless gloom.

In horror watched by holy beings, aghast and grieved by mortal strife,
They quaked and wept when shown the true depravity of godless life!

But Angels great and cosmic lords, stood helpless watching man’s disgrace,
And cherubs sweet and seraphs brave, unable all to aid this race!

No mighty being of earth or sky, could raise a hand nor save one soul,

As devils danced, and demons pranced, and bound their prey in hell’s control.

But One was found, a light, a hope, The Lord of Highest heaven bright,
The Prince of Peace, and Source of Life, with pity moved by mortal plight!
The Way, The One, The Only chance, the Hope of ages, sworn to man,
The Oath of God, The Covenant, Life Giver and The Master Plan!

And down to earth, oh wonder great, Creator came in mortal frame,

The Son of God, The Cosmic King, constrained and bound in human shame!
To walk the earth and forge a life, which conquers sin and breaks the chain,
Of Adam’s curse, and makes the way to love and light and life again!

Oh child of man, redeemed and blessed, a creature new from Hades bought,
From slaves to princes, serfs to kings! The greatest wonder ever wrought!
The God-man conquered, Saviour great, Salvation to a perished race,

He gaveit fredy, not a cost, and raised them to the highest place!

No conqueror, no hero strong, no haughty king nor prelate proud

Can match this feat, surpass this deed, nor best the gift which He endowed.
He stands forever, girt in might, the Second Adam, God and Man,

His children now a race anew, exalted to The LORD’S right Hand!

The Watchers gasp and angds bow, in holy heaven, cherubs swoon,

For though they search the stars, and worlds, and galaxies and sun and moon,

No tale so wondrous can betold, no greater epic can be read,

Than God in man, came down HIMSELF, to save a race once lost and dead!
Daniel Clayton

is a blatant contradiction of the faith of
Jesus Christ. It is a statement that what
Christ has provided is not good enough
and that we need to continue to inter-
act with theformsand illustrations. The
tragedy is that maybe this is the abso-
lute truth. Perhaps people fed more

comfortable relating to God in the Old
Covenant way simply because they
have not experienced the redlity of the
New Covenant.
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FactsAbout TheSpirits

Continued from page 5

but heis born with a nature. In fact, he
is born with two natures: He possesses
a physical nature and he possesses a
spiritual nature. The physical natureis
what we inherit genetically from our
parents and this nature has a strong in-
fluence on how we live our lives as we
begin to grow up and to develop char-
acter. The spiritual nature on the other
hand is not a physical part of usand we
may wel ask, where does this spirit
come from? The Bible does not give a
very clear answer except to say that it
is God who “forms” this spirit in man
(Zech. 12:1).

Because of the sin which Adam intro-
duced into the human family we suffer
both a physical and a spiritual conse-
guence of sin. The physical conse-
guenceisthis: Our bodies are degener-
ate from the moment we are born and
we have inherent physical tendencies
and desires to do the things which are
bad for us and others and are contrary
to the will of God. We are born with
very strong desires to overindulge the
flesh.

The spiritual consequence is this: We
are born alienated from God, without
theindwelling holy spirit of God and in
this condition, we are naturally sdfish
having only the desire to please and
benefit oursdves. God is the only Per-
sonintheuniversewhoisgood in Him-
sdf. Every other being who is good, is
good only because his spirit has been
united withthespirit of God. Thisiswhat
happens when a person is born again,
but until someone has that experience
he cannot be good in the true sense of
theword, even though hemay do things
which seem outwardly to be good.

In other words, physically we are born
with a degenerate nature, and spiritu-
ally we are born with a carnal nature.

When we speak of a person’s “nature,”
we are referring to the qualities which
are built into the person as a result of
the kind of being heis. So a dog has a
dog's nature and a human being has a
human nature. Nature has to do with

the qualities which we possess because
of how we are born. When a person or
ananimal isborn, hewill automatically
begin to behave in the way his nature
dictates, whether or not he has learned
anything. Nature has to do with thein-
born instincts, not the character which
beginsto devdop asanindividual learns
from life's experiences. But notice that
apersonisborn with aspiritual nature,
as well as a physical nature. Our
behaviour is determined by thefact that
we possess both a physical and a spiri-
tual nature. As we have seen, all the
descendants of Adam are born with a
sinful, fallen nature, both inthephysical
and the spiritual of their makeup.

Does sinful nature dictate that a person
should behavein asinful way, evenfrom
the moment of birth before he learns
anything? God aloneisgood. Therefore
any other being in the universe who is
without God cannot do anything which
istruly good. He does not need to have
a history of sin, he does not need to
have a sinful environment or sinful in-
fluences around him. Born without the
holy spirit, his natureis evil and theonly
answer to that condition is that he must
be born again of the holy spirit, or in
other words, thelife, thespirit, themind
of God must come and unite with his
spirit, or mind.

THE NATURE OF CHRIST

“Jesus was fully man and yet He was
fully God.” This statement has been
made by some of the most respected
Bible teachers and commentators and
even by some who were considered to
be divindy inspired. Yet there seemsto
beaclear contradiction in such a state-
ment. How can a person be fully man,
if, at thesametime heisfully God? Such
a contradiction does not seem reason-
able.

The truth in the statement becomes
evident as soon as we begin to under-
stand the truth about the two natures
which all intelligent beings possess.
Jesus al so possessed these two natures.
He possessed a physical body, received
fromMary (Gal. 4:4) and He also pos-

sessed a spirit, His true identity, which
iswhat came from heaven and dwelt in
that body.

In terms of his physical abilities (pow-
ers), Jesus was totally human. In this
respect He was exactly like us, he pos-
sessed no powers or abilities superior
to other men and so it is clear that
physically, He was “fully a man.” In
other words, He did not have a mind
capable of mental achievements far
superior to ours. All that He was ca-
pable of doing in terms of his memory,
His mental capacity and His physical
abilities, was exactly the same as we
are capable of. He laid His divine
POWER aside. He was not in Himsdlf
capable of reading the mind, perform-
ing miracles, seeing the future etc. All
these miracles were performed by God,
through Him (Acts 10:38), just as with
all theother prophets. Inaddition tothis,
Jesus possessed a humanity which was
weakened by the effects of 4000 years
of degeneracy. Some refer to this as
“sinful nature.” Sointermsof Hisabili-
ties and powers, Jesus was exactly like
all other human beings and possessed a
fallen nature.

But let us not forget that there was an-
other side to Jesus as there is to every
person. There was a spiritual nature
and in this nature, Jesus was not like
other men. All men areborn with a car-
nal spirit, aspirit whichis sdf-centered
and antagonistic towards God's prin-
ciples. Jesuswas not likethis. Thespirit
in Christ was the spirit of the only-be-
gotten Son of God, the one who was
brought forth from God in the exact
image of God. This spirit was a divine
spirit which means that it possessed all
thequalities of thedivinemind, just like
God the Father, so, as God was good,
so Jesus was good by naturefromeven
before He was born. In terms of His
spirit, Jesuswas fully God, even though
interms of His powersand abilities, He
was fully human. Thisis the answer to
the mystery as to how He could have
beenfully God and fully man at the same
time. Hewas fully God, but only in the
sense of being perfectly good. This is
the true mark of divinity.

Many people hold to the erroneousidea
that the mark of Godhood is power.
They believe that supreme power is
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what makes God, God, and so they con-
clude that if Jesus was fully God then
He must have possessed the same al-
mighty power as God the Father, even
when He was a man. This is not cor-
rect. If Jesus possessed supreme power
as a man, then He could not have been
fully man. The truth is that the great
mark of divinity, the element which
separates God from all other beingsis
the fact that He is completely good,
while no other being in the universeis
this way, except His Son.

When Jesus was on earth, He pos-
sessed only human abilities and in this
sense was exactly like us and had no
advantage over us. However, His spiri-
tual nature, or Hismind (not His brain,
but His mind or His spirit) was far dif-
ferent from ours. Jesus was born with
ahatred for sin. His mind was pureand
sdfless from the moment He was born.
It was only humaninits power and abili-
ties, but it was divine in its nature. If |
may put it another way, Jesus was a
manwho had a perfectly good mind from
the moment He was born. That is the
only difference between Him and all
other men.

The temptations which we face were
presented to Jesus, and in facing them,
theonly power availableto Himiswhat
isalso availabletous. Neverthe ess, He
hated sin by nature. His spirit recoiled
from it. Ours do not, so there was a
difference. Thisiswhy Henever sinned
because He had a divine mind, and di-
vinity istotally opposedto sin.

A DEEP ROOTED MISCONCEPTION

One mistake which many people make
is to suppose that Jesus came here to
provethat man can livewithout sin. The
truth is, man himsdf cannot live with-
out sin. God was not trying to prove
what was not true. What God proved
in Christ is that divinity combined with
humanity does not commit sin. Thisdi-
vinity and humanity were combined in
Christ and this is the only means by
which humanity may live above sin.

Even moresignificant however, thiswas
a demonstration of what God was re-
aly like. In Jesus Christ God displayed
His character and His true nature be-
fore the world and the universe as it
had never been seen nor understood be-
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fore. It was not a demonstration of the
abilities of humanity, but of thetrue na-
ture of God. Jesus proved that when
you take away the power the glory, the
knowledge, of God and you strip Him
naked, remove every vestige of divine
help from Himincluding the holy spirit,
hang Him on a cross and put Him face
to face with eternal death, He will still
operate on the basis of sdflesslove. He
confounded Satan’s accusations that
God was sdlfish and only good because
He was almighty.

No other being in the universe could
have done that. An angd in the same
situation would have failed. Any other
human being would have givenintothe
instinct for self-preservation in an in-
stant, if faced with the same circum-
stances. In Jesus we saw the glory of
God, but it wastheglory “asof the only-
begotten of the Father.” Something
which only adivinebeng could produce.

The idea that our way to victory is by
emulating Christ is a concept which |
embraced for many years of my life,
but | came to realize that such an un-
derstanding creates many inconsisten-
ciesin the plan of salvation and has led
to painful frustration in the experience
of many sincere Christians. It is true
that Jesus is my example of the life
which God wants to see in man, an ex-
ample of a perfect life. But He is not
an example of the method by which |
can live that perfect life. My way of
living a perfect lifeis not to be by copy-
ing Jesus' methods, my way isto be by
dying and allowing Jesusto liveagain. |
cannot and never will be ableto live a
perfect life. But Christ did, and He will
do it again in me. That is the secret of
victory. Not emulation, but substitution.

We know He depended on His Father’s
direction at every step of His life We
know that He depended on His Father’s
spirit for performing His miracles. We
know that He prayed as never man
prayed, but this was not what sustained
Him on the cross. There, the Father
forsook Him, and every help and sup-
port was taken from Him. It really hap-
pened. If it did not, then He did not re-
ally bear my sins, He did not really take
the place where the sinner deserves to
be. But we know that He did and He
obtained our salvation by this means.

But how was He able to remain faith-
ful on the cross, abandoned by God's
spirit, if He was not inherently divine
and therefore totally good in Himsdf?

If we take the holiest man, let us say
Enoch for example, who has been liv-
ing in glory for the past five thousand
years and we hang him on a cross,
threaten himwith eternal death and take
away the spirit of God fromhim, will he
remain faithful? Absolutdy not, because
there is no good in us apart from God
and there never will be for all eternity.
In al the universe there are only two
Beings who are good in themselves.
Oneis God the Father, the other oneis
His only begotten Son to whom He has
given to “have lifein Himsdf,” who is
the express image of His person. When
we understand this properly wewill see
why itisso critical that weclingto Christ
and put our hope in Him completely.

All who areborn of Adam are born with
sinful flesh and corrupt, depraved
minds. Since nature is passed on by
birth, it was impossible for any son of
Adam to ever help the human race. All
he could pass on was the same nature
which he inherited which would be a
sinful, corrupt depraved nature. To help
humanity, a new eement had to enter
thelife-stream of humanity. One had to
befound who had alifeto passonwhich
was not of the corrupt nature of Adam'’s
life. One had to befound who could pass
ondivinelife, the only hopeof recovery
for sunken humanity.

This is further evidence that Jesus had
to be divine, the very Son of God and
not merely another man. This is why
Jesus is called the “last Adam.” Heis
another man who is placed at the head
of humanity, with another life to pass
on to all men. A life which cancels the
effects of the one which we received
from the first Adam.

Humanity, by itsdf can never live with-
out sin. Now Christ has given us His
lifeandif wewill recaiveit, He will live
in us again and do what only divinity
can do. He will live without sin again,
but this time in us. What a wonderful
salvation God has provided in Christ!
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TheTwo Baptians

InMark 16:16, Jesustold Hisdisciples:

He that believeth and is baptized
shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned.
(Mark 16:16)

Baptism in the name of Jesus is an es-
sential step inthe Christian experience,
but the Bible teaches us that thisin it-
sdf is not enough.

In Acts 8, after Stephen was stoned,
many of the followers of Christ were
scattered because the church was per-
secuted. Those who fled, went on to
preach the good news about Christ in
different places. The Scriptures tell us
that those who accepted the message
about Christ were baptized in the name
of Jesus but It clearly teaches that, that
was not sufficient. When the apostles
heard of the baptism of the new con-
verts Peter and John were sent to those
in Samaria who had believed:

Who, when they were come down,
prayed for them, that they might
receive the Holy Ghost: (For as
yet he was fallen upon none of
them: only they were baptized in
the name of the Lord Jesus.) (Acts
8:15-16)

This was not the only time the apostles
demonstrated that water baptismin the
name of Jesus was not enough. On an-
other occasion the apostle Paul encoun-
tered some believers in Ephesus.

He said unto them, Have ye re-
ceived the Holy Ghost since ye
believed? And they said unto him,
We have not so much as heard
whether there be any Holy Ghost.
And he said unto them, Unto what
then were ye baptized? And they
said, Unto John's baptism. Then
said Paul, John verily baptized
with the baptism of repentance,
saying unto the people, that they
should believe on him which
should come after him, that is, on
Christ Jesus. When they heard this,
they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus. And when Paul

Wayne Sutherland

had laid his hands upon them, the
Holy Ghost came on them; and
they spake with tongues, and
prophesied. (Acts 19:2-6)

Christ Himsdlf wasthefirst personwho
pointed out the necessity of being bap-
tized, not only with water, but with the
holy spirit:
Jesus answered, \erily, verily, | say
unto thee, Except a man be born
of water and of the Spirit, he can-
not enter into the kingdom of God.
(John 3:5)

Notice, not just water baptism, not just
in the name of Jesus but we must also
be baptized with theholy spirit of Christ.

The great error many make is to as-
sume that the moment we go under the
water and the preacher says, ‘| baptize
you in the name of Jesus, this state-
ment automatically meansthat we have
also been baptized with the Holy Spirit
of God there and then. Read Acts 8
again. It was after the physical bap-
tism, that there was the spiritual bap-
tism, and this was sometime later when
Peter and John arrived. Nobody re-
ceived the baptism of the spirit when
Philip baptized them! In the case of
Corndius, he received the Holy Spirit
before he got baptized, along with his
fellow gentiles who received the Holy
Spirit while Peter was sharing the gos-
pd with them; for Peter said,

Can any man forbid water, that
these should not be baptized,
which have received the Holy
Ghost aswell aswe? (Acts 10:47)

We find the same sequence in the ex-
perience of the apostle Paul after he
met Jesus on the Damascus road:

And Ananias departed, and en-
tered into the house; and laying
his hands on him said, Brother
Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, who
appeared unto thee in the way
which thou camest, hath sent me,
that thou mayest receive thy sight,
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.
And straightway there fell from his

eyes as it were scales, and he re-
ceived his sight; and he arose and
was baptized; (Acts 9:17-18)

It is very clear that water baptism is
NOT the baptism of the Holy Spirit.
Even at the baptism of Jesus Christ,
Himsdf, there was a clear demarca-
tion between the two baptisms.

And Jesus, when he was baptized,
went up straightway from the wa-
ter: and lo, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the
Spirit of God descending as a
dove, and coming upon him;
(Matt 3:16)

First, He was baptized with water and
then subsequently He received the holy
spirit. Notice also that in all the cases
mentioned in the New Testament,
whenever a person received the bap-
tism of the holy sprit, it wasavery clear
experience which was marked by un-
usual manifestations so that a person
could know without question that at
such and such atime he did receive the
baptism of the holy spirit. It was not
something he had to guess about or to
simply assume.

But why is it so important to receive
both baptisms? Why isn’t it enough to
simply be baptized with water?

It was Christ who said,

... \erily, verily, | say unto thee,
Except one be born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the
kingdom of God. (John 3:5)

When Christ cameto our world, one of
His primary missions was to setup His
Father’s Kingdom - the Kingdom of
GRACE. This is not the same as the
kingdom of glory. When the bible
speaks of the establishing of the king-
dom of Glory, it presentsit asavisible
event, spectacular, with tremendous
changes taking place in all aspects of
life on planet earth.

Paul describes the beginning of this
event in 1 Thessalonians:

Continued on page 11
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Ginger is an herb. It is used as a spice
and also as a medicine. It can be used
fresh, dried and powdered, or asajuice
or oil. Ginger also called ginger root has
been around for a very long time. It is
thought to have originated in the Hima-
layan foothills of Northern India. Today,
itiswidely grown all over theworld as
amajor commercial spice crop.

Theginger plant growsto about a meter
in height and features thin grass like
dark-green leaves and small yellow
flowers. Ginger istheunderground stem
of the ginger plant with a firm, ridged
texture. Theflesh of theginger rhizome
can be ydlow, white or red in color,
depending upon the variety. It is cov-
ered with a brownish skin that may ei-
ther be thick or thin, depending upon
whether the plant was harvested when
it was mature or young.

It isa spicethat should be kept on hand
inyour kitchen at all times. Why? Well
not only isit awonderful additionto your
cooking but it also has many medicinal
properties that are used to fight against
inflammation, cancer, diabetes, upset
stomach, flatulence(gas), nausea, head-
aches, muscle soreness, joint pain, sore
throat, heart attacks, bacterial and fun-
gal infection, just to mentionafew. Gin-
ger iseasy to store and fresh ginger root
keeps well in the freezer for quite some
time.

SOME MEDICINAL USES

Health care professionals may recom-
mend ginger to help prevent or treat
nausea and vomiting from motion sick-
ness, pregnancy, and cancer chemo-
therapy. There is a long list of ginger
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Ginger
Lenworth Frankson

root health benefits that we can take
advantage of. Let us look at a few.

MOTION SICKNESS

Inonetrial of 80 new sailors who were
prone to motion sickness, those who
took powdered ginger had less vomit-
ing and cold swesting compared to those
who took a placebo. Ginger did not re-
duce their nausea, however. A study
with healthy volunteers produced the
same result.

However, other studies found that gin-
ger does not work as well as medica-
tions for motion sickness. In one small
study, people were given either ginger,
“scopolamine’, a medication com-
monly prescribed for motion sickness,
or a placebo. Those who took scopola-
mine had fewer symptoms than those
who took ginger. On the other hand,
conventional prescription and over-the-
counter medicines for nausea may have
side effects, such as dry mouth and
drowsiness, but ginger does not.

NAUSEA AND VOMITING IN PREGNANCY

Human studies suggest that 1g of gin-
ger daily may reduce nausea and vom-
iting in pregnant women when used for
short periods (no longer than 4 days).
Several studies have also found that gin-
ger isideal for reieving morning sick-
ness.

Inasmall study of 30 pregnant women
with severe vomiting, those who took 1
gram of ginger every day for 4 days
reported morerelief fromvomiting than
those who took a placebo (inactive
substance). Inalarger study of 70 preg-
nant women with nausea and vomiting,
those who got a similar dose of ginger
felt less nauseous and did not vomit as
much as those who got the placebo.
Pregnant women should ask their doc-
tor before taking ginger, and not take
more than 1g per day.

CANCERAND DIABETES FIGHTER
Ginger’s anti-inflammatory properties
make it beneficial for many chronic in-
flammatory diseases including cancer.
A research published in the British

Journal of Nutrition has shown the
anticancer activity of ginger, suggest-
ing it may be effective in the manage-
ment of prostate cancer.

Other research shows it has anti-tumor
activity that may help defeat difficult-
to-treat types of cancer, including lung,
ovarian, colon, breast, skin, and pancre-
atic. Because ginger helps prevent the
toxic effects of many substances, in-
cluding cancer drugs, it may be useful
to take in addition to conventional can-
cer treatments if the individual decides
to go that route. Regarding diabetes,
ginger appearsto be useful both as pre-
ventative and therapeutic.

According to one comprehensive re-
view, aclinical trial that was performed
found that after consuming three grams
of dry ginger powder for 30 days, dia-
betic participants had a significant re-
duction in blood glucose, triglyceride,
total cholesterol, and LDL cholesterol.

OSTEOARTHRITIS

Traditional medicine has used ginger for
centuries to reduce inflammation. And
thereis some evidence that ginger may
help reduce pain from osteoarthritis. In
a study of 261 people with osteoarthri-
tis of the knee, those who took a ginger
extract twice daily had less pain and
needed fewer pain-killing medications
than those who received a placebo. It
might not be better than ibuprofen
(Motrin, Advil) in reducing symptoms
of the sickness but its safer, healthier,
all natural and has no serious side &f-
fectstoworry about. It may takeawhile
though for ginger to work.

OTHERUSES

Ginger is also a must-have if you
struggle with indigestion, and it does
more than simply relieve pain. Ginger
helps to stimulate the emptying of your
stomach without any negative effects.
By improving digestion, ginger will natu-
rally reduce the potential for intestinal
gas and flatulence. But can it have a
positive effect if you already have a
problem with bloating? The answer is
yes!
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Ginger tea has muscle relaxant proper-
ties that can help relieve gases trapped
in the digestive system. Bloating and
intestinal cramps can be caused by ten-
sion and spasmsin our gastrointestinal
tract. By gently rdlieving these constric-
tions, ginger tea can help release
trapped digestive gas and alleviate
bloating.

This same calming, relaxing effect on
our digestivetract islikely to betherea-
son why the tea is such an effective
remedy for excessive flatulence. By
stimulating the process of digestion and
relaxing the smooth muscles of the di-
gestive tract, ginger tea helps the food
we eat pass through our system more
easily.

The more smoothly and effectively our
mesals travel through our gastrointesti-
nal tract, the less chance of blockages
inour systemthat canleadto prolonged
food fermentation and those really
smely gas releases.

Some health advocates believe that gin-
ger constrains or inhibitsthe H. pylori
bacteria, which may help prevent ulcers,
while also protecting the mucus in the
digestive tract.

Ginger is a metabolism boosting sub-
stance that may temporarily increase
and assist the body’s ability to burn
stored up fat to create heat, with ben-
eficial impacts on overall metabolism
and fat storage. Research suggests that
consuming ingredients like ginger may
boost your metabolism by up to 5 per-
cent, and increase fat burning by up to
16 percent.

Ginger may even help counteract the
decrease in metabolic rate that often
occursduringweight loss. This suggests
ginger may be useful for weight loss.
According to research compiled by
GreenMedlnfo, ginger may also be
useful for thefollowing:

* Improving cognitive function in
middle-aged women

* Protecting against respiratory vi-
ruses

* Reducing vertigo (dizziness, unsteadi-
ness)

* Enhancing fat digestion and absorp-
tion
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* Protecting against toxic effects of
some environmental chemicals

* Hedping prevent heart attacks
* Rdievingarthritispain

* Preventing and treating nonal coholic
fatty liver disease

* Fighting drug-resistant bacterial and
fungal infections

* Reducing damage and memory loss
associated with small stroke

* Protecting against the DNA-damag-
ing effects of radiation exposure

* Fighting bacterial diarrhea

There are some introductory studies
suggesting that ginger might also lower
cholesterol, as mentioned earlier, and
help prevent blood from clotting. This
could help treat heart disease, where
blood vessdls can become blocked and
lead to heart attack or stroke. But more
studies are needed to know whether
ginger is safe or effective for heart dis-
ease.

MAKING GINGER TEAAT HOME

Hereis asimple way to makefresh and
fragrant ginger tea at home. Get a me-
dium-sized ginger rhizome (under-
ground stem) that looks fresh without
wrinkles or too many blemishes. Scrub
it under warm water and carefully cut
3to 6 thin slices as thin as you can and
put theminalargemug. If you areable
to hand-grate about the same amount
of ginger in the mug, then that should
doaswell. Add asmall amount of honey
and/or lemon if you like and pour very
hot, but not necessarily boiling water
over the slices (turn off the kettle just
beforeit boils). Cover and let steep for
5 minutes. Drink and enjoy.

Ginger possesses numerous therapeu-
tic properties including antioxidant ef-
fects and the ability to inhibit the for-
mation of inflammatory compounds.
Research has shown that ginger isvery
effective in preventing the symptoms of
motion sickness as well as fighting in-
flammation, cancer, diabetes, upset
stomach, flatulence(gas), nausea, head-
aches, muscle soreness, joint pain, sore
throat, heart attacks, bacterial and fun-
gal infection. It is definitely not an all
cure drug but rather a plant that our

Creator made available to us for heal-
ing. Try making homemade ginger beer;
you wont forget its taste and punch!
Ginger is definitely one of those herbs
that we should keep handy at all times
in our kitchens because of its wide use
in treating so many illnesses.
CTERLHURT
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Continued from page 9

For the Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a
shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise first: Then we which
are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever
be with the Lord. (1Thess
4:16-17)

Clearly thisisan event which will be
seen by the entire world. But when
He speaks of the kingdom of grace
He says,

And being asked by the Phari-
sees when the kingdom of God
cometh, he answered them and
said, The kingdom of God
cometh not with observation:
neither shall they say, Lo, here!
or, There! for lo, the kingdom
of God is within you. (Luke
17:20-21)

While one kingdom is set up with a
great physical demonstration of
power and glory, the other has none
of that. Yet men may enter into this
kingdom which comes, “without ob-
servation,” for Jesus told us,

The law and the prophets were
until John: since that time the
kingdom of God is preached,
and every man presseth into it.
(Luke 16:16)

So even though this kingdom does
not consist of outward demonstra-
tionit isavery real kingdom never-
theless and those who do not enter
this kingdom of grace will not be
permitted to enter the kingdom of
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gory.
Sriveto enter in at the strait gate:
for many, | say unto you, will seek
to enter in, and shall not be able.
When once the master of the house
is risen up, and hath shut to the
door, and ye begin to stand with-
out, and to knock at the door, say-
ing, Lord, Lord, open unto us; and
he shall answer and say unto you,
I know you not whence ye are:
Then shall ye begin to say, We
have eaten and drunk in thy pres-
ence, and thou hast taught in our
streets. But he shall say, | tell you,
I know you not whence ye are;
depart from me, all ye workers of
iniquity. There shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth, when ye
shall see Abraham, and Isaac, and
Jacob, and all the prophets, in the
kingdom of God, and you your-
selves thrust out. And they shall
come from the east, and from the
west, and from the north, and from
the south, and shall sit down in
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the kingdom of God. And, behold,
there are last which shall be first,
and there are first which shall be
last. (Luke 13:24-30)

When one of thefollowers of Christ re-
ceived the baptism of the Holy Spirit,
there were marvelous events in the life
of each individual. Healings, raising of
the dead, thousands baptized in a day.
The hearts of such converts were to-
tally the property of God, their master.
They werebold individuals, they feared
God rather than men. The cares and
desiresfor thethings of thisworld were

abolished. Paul said it perfectly,

But what things were gain to me,
those | counted loss for Christ.
Yea doubtless, and | count all
things but loss for the excellency
of the knowedge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom | have suffered
the loss of all things, and do count
them but dung, that | may win
Christ, (Phil 3:7-8)

Christ is calling us to a higher experi-

encein Himsdf. Will we respondto the
call or be complacent in our lukewarm,
nominal lifestyle?

Trust the Lord dear friends. God has
given us all things in Christ, the gift is
oursfor theasking if wewill ask infaith.

He that spared not his own Son,
but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also
freely give us all things? (Rom
8:32)

If ye then, being evil, know how
to give good gifts unto your chil-
dren: how much more shall your
heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask him? (Luke
11:13)

Oh may we ASK, “Not Wavering”.
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