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No. 2           JUNE   1997

With Open Face ...
2  Cor. 3;18

LET’S FACE FACTS
David Clayton

The agitation continues concerning the Trinity doctrine.
Almost every publication which is sent out these days,
whether from the official SDA Church sources, or, from

the Independent Ministries has some article dealing with the
subject, or refers to the agitation in one way or another.

Some of the articles put out by these various publications
are a real tragedy. Maybe that is the best way to describe
them. Taken together, they form a combination of confused,
illogical thoughts which are outstanding by their misrepre-
sentation and distortion of facts on the one hand, and their
deliberate ignoring of facts on the other.

It is, perhaps, significant that all these various ideas, often
in serious conflict with each other, find harmony in their com-
mon support of the doctrine of the Trinity.

The official SDA Church has immortalized its position by
placing it in print in no less a publication than the “Adventist
Review.” In the Week of Prayer readings for October, 1996, the
following statement appears:

“. . . a plan of salvation was encompassed in the
covenant made by the Three Persons of the Godhead,
who possessed the attributes of Deity equally. In or-
der to eradicate sin and rebellion from the universe
and to restore harmony and peace, one of the divine
Beings accepted, and entered into, the role of the
Father, another the role of the Son. The remaining
divine Being, the Holy Spirit, was also to participate
in effecting the plan of salvation. All of this took place
before sin and rebellion transpired in heaven.

By accepting the roles that the plan entailed, the
divine Beings lost none of the powers of Deity. With
regard to their eternal existence and other attributes,
they were one and equal. But with regard to the plan
of salvation, there was, in a sense, a submission on
the part of the Son to the Father . . .”

Adventist Review -Oct. 31, 1996  -  p.12

Here we are left in no doubt as to what the teaching of the
present SDA church is, concerning God. According to this
teaching, God consists of three persons who are all exactly
alike in every respect. None of these persons has a son. None
of these persons has a father. However, as a matter of conve-
nience or necessity, each of these persons has decided to
ACT  a role. One of them is pretending that he is the father of
one of the others. That one is pretending that he is the son of
the one acting as Father, while the third person is acting as
though he is an intangible, unknowable being, subject to the
other two, without a will of his own. What a mockery this
makes of the plan of salvation and the precious sacrifice which
God made in sending His ONLY BEGOTTEN SON!

The independent ministries, for the most part, are far re-
moved from the “Historic Adventism which they so fondly

insist on identifying themselves with. The truth is that the
Trinitarian beliefs of the present Independent ministries would
have disqualified them from membership in the early Adven-
tist Church and would have prevented the early (historic) Ad-
ventists from having any fellowship with them.

People like James White, Joseph Bates, J.N. Andrews, E.J.
Waggoner and all the others would have accused these present
day “reformers” of the same fault as the churches which came
out of the reformation of the middle ages.

“The greatest fault we can find in the Reformation
is, the Reformers stopped reforming.  Had they gone
on, and onward, till they had left the last vestige of
the Papacy behind, such as natural immortality, sprin-
kling, the trinity, and Sunday-keeping, the church
would now be free from her unscriptural errors.”

(James White,
Review & Herald, Feb. 7, 1856 )

It is not difficult to imagine what these early Adventists
would have thought of ideas such as those recently expressed
by a prominent independent publication (coming out of Aus-
tralia), that Jesus only became the Son of God when He was
born at Bethlehem; that Jesus was not the Son of God before
He became a human being. More interestingly, what would
Ellen White have thought of such an idea? One has only to
read books such as ‘Patriarchs and Prophets’ and ‘The Story
of Redemption’ to settle the question as to what Ellen White’s
teaching was on the subject.

The great Creator assembled the heavenly host,
that He might in the presence of all the angels confer
special honor upon His Son. The Son was seated on
the throne with the Father, and the heavenly throng
of holy angels was gathered around them. The Fa-
ther then made known that it was ordained by Him-
self that Christ, His Son, should be equal with Him-
self; so that wherever was the presence of His Son, it
was as His own presence. The word of the Son was to
be obeyed as readily as the word of the Father. His
Son He had invested with authority to command the
heavenly host. Especially was His Son to work in
union with Himself in the anticipated creation of the
earth and every living thing that should exist upon
the earth. His Son would carry out His will and His
purposes but would do nothing of Himself alone. The
Father’s will would be fulfilled in Him.

The Story of Redemption - p.1
Can any honest person read passages such as this and

still question whether or not Jesus was the Son of God in His
preexistence? Isn’t it also clear that Jesus is equal to the Fa-
ther only inasmuch as the Father has ordained that it should
be so; that the Father is still the absolute, supreme authority?
It is truly disappointing to notice How some of these indepen-
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dent ministries uphold the writings of Ellen White and cham-
pion her cause when it is convenient and suits their purpose,
but completely ignore what she has to say when it disagrees
with their ideas.

While it is true that Ellen White did make some statements
which seem at first sight to support the Trinity doctrine, no
earnest seeker can afford to base his conclusions on a one-
sided approach to any subject. We can only arrive at a bal-
anced understanding of Ellen White’s perspective if we exam-
ine a wide cross-section of her writings on the subject and
take everything she says into account. When properly under-
stood, all her teachings on the subject must harmonize with
each other. As she herself said:

“All truth, whether in nature or in revelation, is
consistent with itself in all its manifestations.”

Patriarchs and Prophets,  p. 114:

Those who support the Trinity doctrine would like us to
believe that Ellen White’s statements are wholly in favour of
trinitarianism. That there is no suggestion of anything else in
her writings. However, there are many statements in her writ-
ings which strongly contradict the idea that God is a trinity?
Look at the following examples.

There are only two divine Beings
“Christ the Word, the Only Begotten of God, was one
with the eternal Father,- one in nature, in character,
and in purpose, - the only being in all the universe
that could enter into all the counsels and purposes of
God.”

GC - 493

The Holy Spirit is the life of Christ
The Indwelling of the Spirit. —The influence of the
Holy Spirit is the life of Christ in the soul. We do not
see Christ and speak to Him, but His Holy Spirit is just
as near us in one place as in another. It  works in and
through every one who receives Christ.  (MS 41, 1897).

6BC-1112
 All who consecrate soul, body, and spirit to God, will
be constantly receiving a new endowment of physical
and mental power. The inexhaustible supplies of
heaven are at their command. Christ gives them the
breath of His own spirit, the life of His own life. The
Holy Spirit puts forth its highest energies to work in
heart and mind.

 DA- 827

The Holy Spirit is Christ Himself
“Cumbered with humanity Christ could not be in ev-
ery place personally, therefore it was altogether for
their advantage that He should leave them to go to
His Father and send the Holy Spirit to be His succes-
sor on earth. The Holy Spirit is Himself, divested of
the personality of humanity and independent thereof.
He would represent Himself as present in all places
by His Holy Spirit.”

Manuscript Release #1084

Is this subject really difficult to understand? Or is it the
fact that there are other considerations which affect our con-
clusions? Is it a question of who else believes this doctrine?

Is it a question of how unpopular this teaching is? Is it a
question of how much support I might lose if I embrace it? Is
it because I have a blind loyalty to the church and this doc-
trine demonstrates that the church is in complete apostasy?
None of these considerations ought to have the slightest in-
fluence upon the true child of God. The only issue is, “What
does the word of God say?”

The Bible was written by common men, for common people.
However, in every age “learned” men have sought to veil the
word of God in mystery; to becloud the minds of people with
philosophical  jargon decipherable only to the theological elite.
I find it strikingly significant that the average Adventist lay-
man and woman has no real concept of a Trinitarian God, and
is surprised when the concept is explained to him or her. For
the most part, people believe what the Bible says so simply.
That Jesus is the Son of God. That He has a Father, and God
has a true Son. That there is only one God, and that this per-
son is the Father.

Below, is a list of sincere questions. In my opinion, they
cannot be answered by an Adventist who holds to the Trinity
doctrine. They represent some of the glaring facts  (not sup-
positions) which have been overlooked or ignored by those
Adventists who have continued to embrace the Trinitarian
doctrine.

Question no. 1
How could it be possible that the pioneers were so wrong

on this vital subject and yet Ellen White never once; never
once corrected them. Never once suggested that they needed
to change their thinking on the subject. Yet she was more than
once sent by God  to correct people who were teaching FALSE
IDEAS ABOUT GOD?

“After the passing of the time in 1844, we had
fanaticism of every kind to meet. Testimonies of re-
proof were given me to bear to some holding spiritu-
alistic theories.

There were those who were active in disseminat-
ing false ideas in regard to God. Light was given me
that these men were making the truth of no effect by
their false teachings. I was instructed that they were
misleading souls by presenting speculative theories
regarding God. . .”

“I went to the place where they were and opened
before them the nature of their work. The Lord gave
me strength to lay plainly before them their danger..”

“This is only one of the instances in which I was
called upon to rebuke those who were presenting the

Is this the way a sincere Christian
deals with unpopular facts?
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doctrine of an impersonal God pervading all nature,
and similar errors.”

T8: 292-3

Question no. 2
In 1905 Ellen White stated repeatedly that the church had

been standing on a platform of firmly established truth for the
past 50 years. She stated that this platform had been laid by
prayerful study of the word of God and by revelation!

“Many of our people do not realize how firmly the
foundation of our faith has been laid. My husband,
Elder Bates, Father pierce, Elder [Hiram] Edson, and
others who were keen, noble, and true, were among
those who, after the passing of the time in 1844,
searched for the truth as for hidden treasure. I met
with them, and we studied and prayed earnestly. Of-
ten we remained together until late at night, and some-
times through the entire night, praying for light and
studying the Word. Again and again these brethren
came together to study the Bible, in order that they
might know its meaning, and be prepared  teach it
with power. When they came to the point in their study
where they said, “We can do nothing more,” the Spirit
of the Lord would come upon me, I would be taken off
in vision, and a clear explanation of the passages we
had been studying would be given me, with instruc-
tions as to how we were to labor and teach effectively.
Thus light was given that helped us to understand the
scriptures in regard to Christ, His mission, and His
priesthood. A line of truth extending from that time to
the time when we shall enter the city of God, was made
plain to me, and I gave to others the instruction that
the Lord had given me. . .”

“What influence is it that would lead men at this
stage of our history to work in an underhand, power-
ful way to tear down the foundation of our faith–the
foundation that was laid at the beginning of our work
by prayerful study of the Word and revelation? Upon
this foundation we have been building for the past
fifty years. . .”

SM1: 206-7

This platform of truth included:
a) A clear understanding of the scriptures regarding

Christ, His mission and His priesthood.
b) A line of truth extending from that time to the time

when we shall enter the city of God.
What did the church believe on the question of God dur-

ing those 50 years? It can be proven beyond a shadow of
doubt that the church, during those first 50 years absolutely
rejected the doctrine of the Trinity.

Question no. 3
Today, people are being warned that the prophet stated

that old controversies would arise, therefore they should not
become involved in the Trinitarian controversy.  But . . .

Was the doctrine of the Trinity ever a matter of contro-
versy in the SDA church while Ellen White was alive? Was it
ever an “old controversy”? Isn’t it true that while she was
alive the church was unanimous in its rejection of the Trinity

doctrine? Isn’t is a fact that the first controversy over the
matter arose in the 1930s when unscrupulous men, inspired
by demonic spirits,  insinuated the doctrine into the teachings
of the SDA church and sold it to an unsuspecting and sleep-
ing people?

Question no. 4
Isn’t it true that Ellen White’s prophecies concerning winds

of doctrine and changes to our faith always point to the foun-
dational truth established between 1844 - 1860 as the platform
on which we are to remain?

Question no. 5
The doctrine of God is the most vital Christian doctrine.

Are we to believe that the Advent movement which received
its doctrines by DIVINE INSPIRA TION remained in darkness
on this key doctrine for the first (and best) 88 years of its
existence, giving, during this period, a false message to the
world?

Question no. 6
How is it that the Catholic Church, the mother of harlots,

had the truth, while the SDA church, given a message for the
world, was in darkness on the most primary Christian doc-
trine?

Question no. 7
Should we not regard with suspicion any doctrine which

the church of Rome claims as “the basis of all her beliefs,” and
which is the primary requirement for membership in the World
Council of Churches?

“The mystery of the trinity is the central doctrine
of Catholic faith. Upon it are based all the other teach-
ings of the church”

Handbook for Today’s Catholic, p.12.

Question no. 8
If the SDA Church had accepted the message of Jones

and Waggoner in 1888, the latter rain would have fallen and
Christ would have come shortly thereafter: Would God have
sent the latter rain and endorsed a message which taught a
false idea about Himself?

The Teachings of Waggoner in 1888
“The Scriptures declare that Christ is “the only-be-
gotten Son of God.”  He is begotten, not created.  As
to when He was begotten, it is not for us to inquire,
nor could our minds grasp it if we were told .... There
was a time when Christ proceeded and came forth
from God, from the bosom of the Father (John 8:42;
1:18), but that time was so far back in the days of
eternity that to finite comprehension it is practically
without beginning.”
(Taken from the book, “Christ and His Righteousness” writ-
ten by E.J. Waggoner in 1890)

Question no. 9
If we have changed so radically on so drastic a doctrine

which the early Adventists felt so strongly about, do we be-
long to the same church that the pioneers belonged to?
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The enemy of souls has sought to bring in the sup-
position that a great reformation was to take place
among Seventh-day Adventists, and that this refor-
mation would consist in giving up the doctrines which
stand as the pillars of our faith, and engaging in a
process of reorganization. Were this reformation to
take place, what would result! The principles of truth
that God in His wisdom has given to the remnant
church, would be discarded. Our religion would be
changed. The fundamental principles that have sus-
tained the work for the last fifty years would be ac-
counted as error. A new organization would be estab-
lished. Books of a new order would be written. A sys-
tem of intellectual philosophy would be introduced...

Selected Messages bk.1, p.204-5
(written in 1905)

The fact is, that this predicted change of our religion; this
giving up of the pillars of our faith; this system of intellectual
philosophy began to be introduced in 1928,  thirteen years
after the death of Ellen White, when Leroy Froom insinuated
the Trinitarian teaching into the doctrines of the SDA Church.
Let us note that the introduction of this doctrine caused wide-
spread protest by the “old-timers”, those Adventists who knew
what the prophet and the pioneers had always believed.

“May I state that my book, The Coming of the
Comforter was the result of a series of studies that I
gave in 1927-28 to ministerial institutes throughout
North America. You cannot imagine how I was pum-
meled by some of the old timers because I pressed on
the personality of the Holy Spirit as the Third Person
of the Godhead. Some men denied that . . . still deny
it. But the book has come to be generally accepted as
standard . . .”
Leroy Froom to Dr. Otto H. Christenson, Oct. 27, 1960

The introduction of this Trinitarian, Catholic doctrine into
the teachings  of Seventh-day Adventism, is one of the dark
chapters in the history of the Advent movement. The details
of this change are shocking, and even frightening. It is star-
tling to realize that God revealed exactly what would happen
in this change, and the evil consequences which would fol-
low. Today, as we examine the present state of the church, we
see a dramatic fulfillment of what the Lord predicted. Sadly,
most Adventists allow themselves to be diverted from study-
ing this issue for themselves by listening to the false voices,
yes, many of them even within the ranks of the independent
ministries, which falsely proclaim that “Ellen White taught
that God is a Trinity.” In actual fact, Ellen White never once
used the term ‘Trinity’, and all her life she supported those
who rejected Trinitarianism.

Can we trust the writings of the pioneers?
“When the power of God testifies as to what is

truth, that truth is to stand forever as the truth. No
after suppositions contrary to the light God has given
are to be entertained. Men will arise with interpreta-
tions of Scripture which are to them truth, but which
are not truth. The truth for this time God has given us

as a foundation for our faith. He Himself has taught
us what is truth. One will arise, and still another, with
new light, which contradicts the light that God has
given under the demonstration of His Holy Spirit. A
few are still alive who passed through the experience
gained in the establishment of this truth. God has gra-
ciously spared their lives to repeat, and repeat till the
close of their lives, the experience through which they
passed even as did John the apostle till the very close
of his life. And the standard bearers who have fallen
in death are to speak through the reprinting of their
writings. I am instructed that thus their voices are to
be heard. They are to bear their testimony as to what
constitutes the truth for this time.

We are not to receive the words of those who come
with a message that contradicts the special points of
our faith. They gather together a mass of Scripture,
and pile it as proof around their asserted theories.
This has been done over and over again during the
past fifty years. And while the Scriptures are God’s
word, and are to be respected, the application of them,
if such application moves one pillar from the foun-
dation that God has sustained these fifty years, is a
great mistake. He who makes such an application
knows not the wonderful demonstration of the Holy
Spirit that gave power and force to the past messages
that have come to the people of God.”

ISM - 161 (1905)

If you would like a more complete, documented study of this
subject, then you may write for our free audio tape, entitled,
“The Omega of Deadly Heresies.”

 Other tapes available, include:

The Things Which Are Revealed
A Bible study of the subject of the Godhead

God On Trial
Does it matter what we believe about God and His Son?
Does the Trinitarian doctrine affect the way we view the
plan of salvation? If you don’t really see the issue as im-
portant, then you need to listen to this tape.

The Spirit Of Antichrist
Satan’s deadly purpose in promoting the Trinitarian doc-
trine.

The Measure of God’s Love
How can we understand and appreciate the love which
God has for us? Look at this subject from angles from
which you may not have viewed it before.

Please note: All tapes are free to those who request them. If
you wish to make a contribution towards the
cost, it will be accepted, but is not required.

Our mailing address is:
Restoration Ministries
P.O. Box 23, Knockpatrick
Manchester, Jamaica W.I.
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Campmeeting Notice

The first week in August, 1997, will see the first official campmeeting organized for, and by the home churches
in Jamaica. This campmeeting will run from Emancipation day, Friday, August 1, until Independence day, Wednes-
day, August 6. It will be held in the hills of St. James, on the property which has been acquired by the brethren from
Montego Bay. The campsite is in a real country setting with no other human habitation within a radius of almost a
mile. All around is nature. The scenery is restful. The brethren have built a lovely little chapel which will be the
central place for out meetings during the campmeeting.

During this campmeeting we hope to discuss issues relating to our work here in Jamaica, and to examine ways
in which we can work together more effectively in accomplishing our common task. We also hope that we will be
able to harmonize more fully on some of the doctrines on which we presently have differences and controversy. Up
to this point, we expect that all speakers for this campmeeting will be local persons (all from Jamaica). We are
hoping that we will have a good representation from the various groups. Let us all make a sacrifice to attend. The
end is at hand. Easily said words. Do you believe them? If you do, then surely it is time for us to “press together”.
Surely it is time for us to make sacrifices and to seek the Lord with all our hearts. Our theme for this campmeeting
will be ‘PREPARE TO MEET THY GOD.”

Articles you will need:
Sleeping bag or equivalent bedding, including foam for mattress.
Personal toilet articles
eating utensils (spoon, cup, plate etc.)
Bible and Hymnbook
pen and notepad

For those who are travelling by public transportation a vehicle will come to pick you up at the gas station at
Montpelier at the following hours: (please see directions on the other side of this page)
6.00 pm Thursday July 31
10.00 am Friday, August 1
12.00 noon Friday August 1
2.00 pm Friday August 1

Each person is being asked to make a contribution of $85.00 per day or $500.00 for the six days, towards the cost
of food. If there is anyone who wants to come, but is unable to afford this contribution, then come just the same
and give whatever you are able to give. We are trusting that those who are able will contribute a little extra so that
we will be able to make allowances for those who might find it difficult To find the full amount.

Please indicate very early whether or not you will be attending, by filling in the attached form and sending it to
the listed address, or by handing it in to brother David Clayton. You will need to do this by Friday, the 4th of July,
at the latest.

Name: ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Address:------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Number of days I plan to attend:----------------------------------------------------------------

Number of persons coming with me:------------------------------------------------------------

Amount enclosed:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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Directions:
If you are coming from Mandeville, or Savanna-la-Mar by way of public transportation, you will

approach Montego Bay from the Southwest. Stop at the gas station at Montpelier and wait to be picked
up (see pickup times on previous page) . If you are coming from the Montego Bay end, also by public
transportation, you will need to take a taxi travelling to Cambridge or Montpelier, and come off at the
same gas station previously mentioned.

If coming by your own transportation, travelling towards Montego Bay, from Sav-la-mar direction,
turn right, on the Cambridge road at Montpelier (if coming from Montego Bay, turn left of course!).
Travel about a mile and a half along this road until you come to Bickersteth square and turn left (a two-
storied white shop is on the left just where you turn). Travel approximately 2-3 miles along a narrow
winding road which climbs continually (Richmond Hill) until you come to a left turn at the top. Take this
left turn (if in doubt, ask for the ‘Copper’ property) and travel down this road for a mile or perhaps a little
more than a mile. You will come to another left turn, and you will notice that this road is barred by a
bamboo gateway. Take this road, go through the bamboo gateway and immediately turn right onto a
grassy trail (cars can travel on this trail, but it is tricky when rain falls). Follow this trail. It will take you
straight to the camp.


